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Foreword 

F SNsla\ : 

COS Bos 9 
he Constitution of Islam is the Quran and the ahadith. In every 
time and era, the ever-compassing as well as comprehensive 
spirit of the Quran and ahadith has been exemplified by the 

deep understanding of the fuqaha (jurists) who addressed unique and 

contemporary issues in the light of the Quran and ahadith. Their ju- 


ridical skills led them to unearth the hidden treasures of the Quran 
and ahadith. 


The practice of analyzing contemporary issues and deducing the rele- 
vant rulings of Shariah has been the hallmark of the illustrious fuqaha. 
From advances in the medical field to the financial world, the fuqaha 
left no stone unturned in resolving the contemporary issues of their 
time. As the wheel of time spins us into the 21st century, the present 
day wlama attempt to walk in the shadows of their illustrious prede- 
cessors by analyzing contemporary issues and deducing the rulings of 
Shariah. 


I was advised by my honourable teacher, Hadhrat Mufti Ahmed Khan- 
puri Sahib (damat barakatuhum - may his blessings remain. Ameen), 
in Makkah al-Mukarramah to compile the fatawa issued by the Darul 
Iftaa into a book. This advice by such a great personality in such a sa- 
cred place encouraged me to compile this book. 


This is the first volume of Contemporary Fatawa. Most of the fatawa 
were answered by the students of the Darul Iftaa as part of their train- 
ing in becoming Muftis. 


The following are the students of the Darul Iftaa for the year 2012: 


1. Mufti Faraz ibn Adam - Leicester, UK 

2. Mufti Hussein Issa - Maputo, Mozambique 

3. Mufti Zaid Mohammed Shelia - Chicago, USA 

4. Mufti Faisal bin Abdul Hameed - Montréal, Canada 

5. Mufti Ali bin Cassim - Los Angeles, USA 

6. Mufti Abdul Hannan Nizami - Chicago, USA 

7. Mufti Abdul Azeem bin Abdur Rahman - New Orleans, USA 
8. Mufti Saeed Ahmed Golaub —- Westmoreland, Jamaica 
9. Mufti Ismail bin Ebrahim Desai - Durban, South Africa 
10. Mufti Mahmood Patel - Azaadville, South Africa 

11. Mufti Saanwal ibn Muhammad - Leicester, UK 


We have retained some of the academic references in the footnotes for 
the benefit of the ulama and students of fiqh. For purposes of brevity 
we have omitted other references which are a requirement for the stu- 
dents training in ifta 


We make dua that Allah Taala accepts this humble effort and makes it 
a means of our salvation in the Hereafter. Ameen. 


(Mufti) Ebrahim Desai 
Amir, Darul Iftaa Mahmudiyyah 


19th March 2012 
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SHARI AH PERSPECTIVE ON FUNDS AND SPORTS FACILITIES 
FROM THE LOTTO Company? 


: We have been approached by ASA (Athletics South Africa) 

and WP Rugby with regards to the Shari‘ah perspective on 
obtaining funds and sports facilities from the LOTTO Company. 
The LOTTO Company will require to display the LOTTO Logo 
on the facilities provided by them. Kindly view the attached let- 
ter from WP Rugby, and inform us accordingly? (Note: Question 
has been restructured) EMAIL: fatwa@mjc.org.za 


ATTENTION: Mr Yusuf Keraan 


Sir, 

LOTTO FUNDING 

The WP Rugby Football Union seeks your advice on the matter 
of Lotto funding and the use there of by predominantly Muslim 
clubs. 


The Union applies for Lotto funding and redistributes the fund- 
ing in the form of equipment, kit, facilities improvement and 
capacity building programmes. 

With regards to facilities please note that these are normally on 
Council grounds and therefore not the property of the club. The 
club hires the ground from the Council. Kit and equipment are 
normally branded with the Lotto logo. 

It is important to note that no person gains financially from 
this venture as all the funding is ploughed into spheres as men- 
tioned earlier. 
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The predominantly Muslim clubs also caters for non-Muslim 
players. The clubs can also apply for funding by themselves. It is 
here where guidance is al so required as the clubs are relnctant 
to do so because they are perhaps not sure if it is allowed. 
Funding for sport, which plays a major role in the upliftment of 
our communities, has been given a life line via the Lotto as many 
of the traditional funding streams have dried up. 

Your esteemed guidance will be highly appreciated. 


Herman d. Abrahams 
Deputy chief executive officer 


MJC 
fatwa@mijc.org.za 


: According to our understanding from the query of W.P. 

Rugby, W.P. Rugby Football Union applies for funding from 
the LOTTO Company. The Union obtains the funding and dis- 
tributes the funding in kind, equipment, kit and facilities to clubs 
which are predominantly Muslims. 


The kit and equipment has the LOTTO logo on it. 

We assume W.P. Rugby Football Union are non-Muslims and 
they independently obtain the funds for the clubs. 

If so, then the Muslim Club may use the funding for sports on 
condition no laws of Shari‘ah are violated in the sports equip- 
ment and its activities. 


However, it is obvious that the LOTTO Company will seek rec- 
ognition for its funding, hence the LOTTO logo on the kit and 


equipment. 
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This angle of the issue will be governed from the juristic princi- 
ple of Ta‘awan ‘alal Ism (Assisting in sin) 


Allah Ta‘ala says, 


.clgdallg gis Le lgiglei Vo 
And do not assist in sin and oppression... 


(Al Qur'an 5:2) 
The Fugaha’ have categorized 


“bu dé 1939155” 
in three categories. 


a) Direct assistance in sin. 
For example selling a musical instrument. 
b) Indirect assistance in sin. 


This is further categorized in two: 


Close means 
C cg me ) 
For example a travel agent arranging a travel to a place of sin. 
Distant means 
( yey Gas ) 
For example selling grapes. The purchaser could use the grapes 
to make an intoxicant. 


c) Absolute indirect assistance in sin. 

For example a farmer sells vegetables. The purchaser eats those 
vegetables and gets energy and commits sin. 

Hereunder is a table for a simple understanding: 
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“Direct assistance in sin” and “Close means of indirect assis- 
tance in sin” fall in the category of 


“eh le saa 
and are prohibited. 


The sin of “distant means of indirect assistance” and “absolute 
indirect assistance” will be on the the person committing the sin 
and not on the person who becomes the means for the sin. 


LOTTO is all about gambling. To carry the LOTTO Logo will 
fall in atleast the second category of 


“ey Je Igigls3” 
—Close means of indirect assistance in sin. 


The person wearing the kit and issuing the equipment is not in- 
volved in gambling. However, by carrying the LOTTO Logo, he 
is promoting the LOTTO Company. 

If the kit and equipment do not have the LOTTO Logo, then 
there will be a leeway with Karahiyyah (dislike) to use the fund- 
ing with the provision there are no violations of Shari‘ah in the 
activities of the sport or its equipment. 


We understand from the policy of “Athletics South Africa” that 


they respect religious obligations. That policy could be invoked 
to avoid displaying the LOTTO Logo. 


[2 :BSLbl] ol54aIls gS! LE lefales 5 GAs Hl HE Myhalais? JS ADI JB deaball Je Ble] SY aaa Jal. esl! es 0,88) 
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Why IS SUICIDE HARAM WHEN ALLAH HATES YOU? 


: Why is suicide Haraam when Allaah hates you? Wouldn't 

it be better to die instead of cause a pain to people around 
me by living? Can a suicide person be granted Shifaah of the 
Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam? 


: lam sorry that you are feeling despondent and fed up 
with life but how do you know that Allah hates you? Why 
don't you believe that Allah loves you? 


He has made you Muslim and blessed you to be in the Ummah 
of His Most-Beloved Prophet (salallahu alayhi wa sallam). He 
has given you the inclination to seek an Islamic ruling on your 
predicament rather than act on your feelings. 


If Allah hated you, why would He give you a brain to think? 
Why would he give you eyes to see? Why would He give you 
ears to hear? Why would He create millions of blood vessels 
and cells in your body to nourish you? There is no limit to His 
bounties. Do you have an answer for your claims of hate? Why 
would Allah give brains to someone who would use the brains 
against Him? How tolerant is Allah! 
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The bounties and favors of Allah are innumerable. Often we 
don't even realize the value of such blessings until they are taken 
away from us. Allah says: 


“And if you were to count Allah's favors, you would not be able 
to number them; most surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful” 


(Surah al-Nahl: 18) 


Many blessings of Allah are visible and many are invisible. Al- 
lah has even appointed angels for our protection. They guard us 
from so many incidents and are only removed when something 
is decreed to befall us. Were there to be no security cordon of 
these angels around us, we would be in serious trouble. These 
blessings serve to remind us the Allah loves us and how Compas- 
sionate He is towards His creation. 


Pain and grief are part of this world and we always ask Allah for 
well-being but life is not perfect nor is it paradise. On the same 
token, you cannot end your life on the presumption that Allah 
hates you since there is no proof or basis for this allegation. 


On the contrary we know that Allah is more compassionate 
towards His slaves than a mother is towards her child so why 
exclude yourself and think these detrimental thoughts? 


How do you know that your life wont turn for the better and 
everything will become alright? The night doesn't last forever 
and eventually gives way to daylight. Allah says: “ Verily, along 
with every hardship is relief, Verily, along with hardship is relief” 
(Surah Al-Inshirah: 5-6) 
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Allah knows best how long it is best for you to live and when 
it is best for you return to Him. So instead of longing for death 
you should make the following dua: 


“O Allah! Keep me alive as long as living is better for me, 
and when death is better for me according to Your Knowledge, 
take me unto You.” 


Do not think about suicide as it is haram for a number of rea- 
sons: 


1.) First and foremost because Allah, the King of Kings has made it 
haram in His Infinite Wisdom andto make something halal that Al- 
lah has made haram is notacceptable - in fact its outright rebellion. 


2.) Secondly, you are not the owner of your body - nor do you 
have the right to do with it what you please. By choosing to end 
your life at a time of your choosing you are committing an op- 
pression on your body. In the terminology of jurisprudence, 
such a person is labeled a fasiq (evil-doer) even if the oppres- 
sion he is committing is limited to himself and not to others. 


3.) Thirdly, this action is so reprehensible that when Rasulull- 
ah (salallahu alayhi wa sallam) was brought the body of a man 
who had committed suicide, he (salallahu alayhi wa sallam) 
did not lead the Janazah (funeral prayer) for him. This in it- 
self serves a poignant example of the how serious this crime is. 


4.) Fourthly, it’s not your decision to leave this world at a time 
of your choosing. By choosing a time of your death - you are in 
essence claiming to know better than Allah (Allah forbid) - who 
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is the Most Wise, the All-Knowing, the All- Aware. This decision 
belongs to your Lord who has given you Paradise in exchange for 
your life and wealth as is mentioned in a Quranic verse. What 
a beautiful bargain! Both the purchase (Paradise) and the price 
of the purchase (your life and your wealth) has been provided 
by Allah. Then how can you choose when and how to leave? 
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STRUCTURING THE DEAL INTO INSTALLMENTS REFLECTING 
PURCHASE PRICE AS INTEREST TO GAIN TAX RELIEF 


: We have negotiated a sale of a property at R1 million cash 
or R2 million payable over 12 months in equal instalments. 
Our accountant has advised us to structure the deal by divid- 
ing the purchase price of R2 million into capital and interest 
in order to gain tax relief. The sale agreement will reflect the 
respective amounts as capital and interest. Kindly advise if the 
transaction is permissible according to Shariah. 


: The sale of the property for R2 million payable over 12 

months in equal instalments is permissible. To record the 
purchase price as interest in order to gain tax relief is permis- 
sible. The amount reflected as interest for tax relief will not be 
interest. 
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BEQUEST MADE BY NON-MUSLIM PARENTS IN FAVOUR OF 
THEIR MUSLIM CHILDREN 


: Kindly explain the Shar’i position of the bequest made 

by non-Muslim parents in favour of their Muslim child 
in their Will. Will it be Mirath (inheritance) or Wasiyyat (be- 
quest)? 


: There are differences of opinion regarding Muslims inher- 

iting from non-Muslim relatives. According to the majority 
of the Sahaba (Radhiallahu ‘anhum) and Tab7in (Rahimahu- 
mullah), Muslims do not inherit from their non-Muslim rela- 
tives based on the following Hadith: 


Usama Ibn Zaid (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) narrates that Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) said, ‘A Muslim cannot inherit 
from his non-Muslim relatives and a non-Muslim will not in- 
herit from his Muslim relatives’? (Mishkat Pg.263; Meraj). 


However, a Muslim and non-Muslim can make a bequest for 
a non-Muslim and Muslim respectively. (Raddul Mukhtar vol. 
pg-652; H.M. Said) 


Any bequest made in favour of a Muslim relative by his 
non-Muslim relative and vice versa will fall in the category 
of wasiyyat and will be governed by the rules and principles 
of Wasiyyat. The underlying principle being that the wasiyyat 
cannot exceed one third of the nett estate after paying funeral 


expenses and debts. 
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AN EXAMPLE OF DIMISHING MUSHARAKAH (PARTNERSHIP) 


: 1am engaged in the business of renting out heavy ma- 

chinery at hourly rates based on usage or fixed daily and 
monthly rates. Currently I am facing constraints in capital to 
expand further. Is it permissible to: 


l.obtain machinery on a fixed monthly rental from a individual 
who possesses the funds required to purchase such machinery 
for a fixed term (ie to pay a fixed monthly rental irrespective of 
usage) and rent it out in turn and earn income from it, 


2.to purchase the machinery at a price agreed up-front but paid 
at the end of the tenure of rental or by installments, 


3.if repayment by installment is allowed can the rental be ad- 
justed on the basis of owning a share of the machine, say cost of 
machine -$ 100,000 up-front agreed purchase price -$ 100,000 
monthly rental -$ 3,000 first installment paid at the end of first 
year - $ 50,000 


After the payment of $ 50,000 at the end of first year can the 
rent be reduced proportionately to $ 1,500 (with mutual agree- 
ment) from the beginning of second year on the basis of owning 
one half share of the machinery (purchase agreement to specify 
risk and reward to accrue on the basis of ownership). 
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: Firstly, the ruling pertaining renting out something ob- 
tained on rent is: 


° If it’s given out on the same rent or less than the rent paid 
to the owner, then it would be permissible. 

° If it’s given out on a rent higher than the rent paid to the 
owner, then the extra rent has to be given out on charity. 

° However, if any modifications are made to it, then giving 
it out at a higher rent will also be permissible, on condition that 
the owner does not restrict him from renting it out to others. 
Rad-ul-muhtar Vol: 6 Pg:91 (H.M. Saeed Company) 

(Fatawa Mahmtdiyah Vol. 13 Pg.398 

; Fatawa Mahmidiyah Vol. 17 Pg.369) 


As far as the second and third methods are concerned, they are 
permissible and the concept of Diminishing Musharakah will 
be applied. 


Diminishing Musharakah 

According to this concept, a financer and his client participate 
either in the joint ownership of a property or an equipment, or 
in a joint commercial enterprise. The share of the financier is 
further divided into a number of units and it is understood that 
the client will purchase the units of the share of the financier 
one by one periodically, thus increasing his own share till all the 
units of the financier are purchased by him so as to make him 
the sole owner of the property, or the commercial enterprise, as 
the case may be. 

(An Introduction To Islamic Finance Pg. 82 , Idaratul Maarif) 


In the situation mentioned in the question, the share or the 
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financer will be divided into 2 units. However, the partnership 
and the subsequent purchase by the client must be completely 
separate and independent. The purchase of the shares by the 
client cannot be a condition of the partnership. That will lead to 
two transactions in one, which is prohibited. 
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EXCHANGING DIFFERENT CURRENCIES 


: I need your urgent reply as these doubts are disturbing 

me a lot. I sell euros to a close friend and normal price of 
euros is around 10r in the market but my rate is 12rands and 
the facility with me is that he pays the euros with dated cheques 
4 to 5 to 6 months since we hv the trust between us the problem 
is that someone told me that this is riba since hes paying more 
because i give him facilitys as if he would hv cash he could buy 
for 10r with anyone he wouldnt need my services but with me 
he pays more because of the dated cheques ? 


Please inform this falls on riba selling the euros more expensive 
since i know he needs my services? 


: We understand from your question that you sell Euros 

to your friend in exchange of rands. This being the case, 
where there is an exchange of two different currencies, there are 
basically two options: 


1) SOLD ON THE SPOT: The Euros can either be sold on the 
spot at whatever rate is agreed upon between the parties, and 
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not necessarily the market rate. 


2) DEFERRED PAYMENTS: Alternatively, if the payment is 
deferred on either side as in your case, the exchange must be in 
accordance with the market rate. 


(Contemporary Fatawa Pg. 141, 
Mufti Taqi Uthmani, Idara Islamiat) 


Hence, the R2 excess charge will be Riba (usury) and cannot be 
used for ones personal benfit. It should be disposed off to poor 
and needy Muslims or non-Muslims. 


RENT 2 OWN 


Ottawa Canada came was offered the following home pur- 
chacing option by a local company. (below). Can the respected 
Ulema assist us by reviewing the program offered to see if it 
meets the requirements of a valid Islamic transaction. 


QO. Recently one of the Muslim community members here in 


Our program allows you to live in your dream home today with- 
out having to meet the typical financing qualifications required 
by the big banks. Our unique program is designed to assist Cana- 
dians who experience difficulty in qualifying for conventional fi- 
nancing, either because of bruised credit or lack of down payment. 


Our program is very flexible in the amount of down payment 
required and/or the monthly payments. Once we approve your 
application, you are treated as the owner of the property the day 
you move in. Our program is design to help you qualify for fi- 
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nancing as soon as possible. Typically we can help you qualify 
for conventional financing within 1-2 years if you follow our pro- 
gram. We can extend the program longer if necessary as long as 
you are not in default with us. Our credit counselor will help you 
rebuild, repair or establish your credit rating. Our Counselor 
will review your credit report with you and provide you with a 
personalized plan for you to follow. This plan, if properly execut- 
ed by you during the rental term, will improve or establish your 
credit rating sufficiently to be approved by conventional lenders. 


We rent you the home for a period of 1-2 years with the Option 
To Purchase at the end of the rental period. Our tenant/buyers 
love it because it gives them time to save up for a larger down 
payment, time to clean up past credit problems or time to sell an- 
other home. We are obligated to sell the home to you. However, 
you are not obligated to buy. When you purchase the home 100% 
of your Initial Option Payment Credit and 100% of your Month- 
ly Option Payment Credit is credited towards the purchase price 
ofthe home. These credits will act as your down payment. If you 
decide not to purchase the home you will lose your Initial Option 
Payment Credit and your Monthly Option Payment Credit. We 
commit ourselves to helping you at a great financial expense, so 
it’s only natural for you to lose your credits for not keeping your 
commitment. We do all we can to make your dream of home 
ownership a reality so please help us help you. Do not join our 
program unless you are truly committed to home ownership. 


The purchase price will be established up front before signing 
and is based on the projected value of the home at the end of 
your occupancy agreement. Ifthe property appreciates more, 
which is very possible, you benefit from that increase. 
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What Is Rent 2 OWn? 

Rent 2 Own consists of two separate contracts. The first con- 
tract isan Occupancy Agreement and the second is an Option 
to Purchase Agreement. The Occupancy Agreement is similar 
to a rental contract. The Option to Purchase Agreement is the 
contract stating your intentions to buy the property within a 
specific period of time. 


Our Rent 2 Own Program requires a deposit of 5% which we 
call “Initial Option Payment Credit” (Non-refundable). To 
purchase the property you will need another 5%. This 5% is 
divided by the number of months in your Occupancy Agree- 
ment and added to the market rent of the property. This is done 
to make sure you have the full 10% down payment to buy the 
property. The higher your deposit, the lower your monthly 
payments will be. 


Suppose you want to buy a property that by our estimation will 
be worth $256,000 at the end of your Occupancy Agreement 

in 2 years and you only have $12,800 or 5% to put down as the 
Initial Option Payment Credit. You will still need another 5% 
or $12,800, so we divide the $12,800 by the number of months 
in your Occupancy Agreement to give us the Monthly Option 
Payment Credit. This will be added to your current market rent 
and is non-refundable. Basically, we let you pay your down 
payment one month at a time. 


Banks have strict lending policies that restrict many individuals 
from qualifying for a mortgage. But with Rent 2 Own Canada 
it's easy to qualify. The program is flexible and can be custom- 


ized to your needs. If you have a reasonable Initial Option 
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Payment Credit and good income to support the additional 
Monthly Option Payment Credit, you should qualify. 

In addition, our credit counselor will help you rebuild, repair or 
establish your credit. They will review your credit report with 
you and provide you with a personalized plan for you to follow. 
Our tenant/buyers love it because it gives them time to save up 
for a larger down payment, time to clean up past credit prob- 
lems or time to sell another home. 


Warning 

The Option To Purchase obligates the owner to sell the home to 
you. However, you are not obligated to buy. When you pur- 
chase the home 100% of your Initial Option Payment Credit 
and 100% of your Monthly Option Payment Credit is credited 
towards the purchase price of the home. These credits will 

act as your down payment. If you decide not to purchase the 
home you will lose your Initial Option Payment Credit and 
your Monthly Option Payment Credit. We commit ourselves to 
helping you at a great financial expense, so it’s only natural for 
you to lose your credits for not keeping your commitment. We 
do all we can to make your dream of home ownership a reality 
so please help us help you. Do not join our program unless you 
are truly committed to home ownership. 


Home ownership is hands down the single best investment a 
family can make. Rent 2 Own Canada strives to create win- 

win-win situations for our tenants/buyers, investors and our 
company. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


: We have studied the Rent 2 Own programme referred to 
in your query. 


The basic structure of the deal is clear. There are two contracts, 
a rental contract and an option to purchase contract. 


It would be more clearer to us if the schedule of the rentals be 
provided to have a more clearer understanding of how the rent- 
als are linked to the purchase price. 


We gauge from the explanation of the scheme that although it is 
stated that there are two contracts, they have been intrinsically 
linked through the option for purchase. 


The client will pay a rental as well as 5% option to purchase. He 
will require to give another 5% to make a 10% down payment 
towards the purchase price. If the client does not purchase the 
property he forfeits the 5%. If he does purchase then the 5% is 
included in the rental. The other 5% is also included in the rent- 
al and divided in proportion to the monthly instalments. 


Hence the 10% is rental as well as part of the purchase price. 
This structure is incorrect for the following reasons. 


1. The rent contract must be completely separate and inde- 
pendent. It must not be legally linked to the purchase contract. 
2. Similarly the purchase contract must also be completely 


independent of the rental contract even in terms of the payment 
schedule. 
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3. The 5% deposit of initial option non refundable clause is in- 
correct. This is paying for an option. An option is not an object 
of transaction. 

4. The remaining 5% and the initial deposit of 5% will be 
rental and eventually be part of the purchase price. Hence the 
client will have a legal claim to offset that against the rentals. 
This clearly illustrates that there is a mixture of two transactions 
in one. It is stated in a hadith: 


4a 3 gas Ge play ale Ui Lo alli byt 


Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam prohibited from two trans- 
actions in one.(Sunan Tirmidhi #1231) 


There is an alternative to this scheme. The company may con- 
tact us we will assist them design a Shari‘ ah Compliant alterna- 
tive with the same spirit of the scheme in reference. 


TWO BASIC FORMS OF PARTNERSHIPS 


: One brother is in partnership with a non muslim ,im- 

porting and exporting clothes. There are no haraam items 
involved. How should he go into partnership according to the 
shariah, what should he do and not do? Could you explain more 
on the process of the goods being insured...? 


A : There are two basic types of partnership 


1. Mudarabah 
2. Musharakah 
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In Mudarabah the partnership is where one provides the capital 
only and the other provides the labour only. The partner pro- 
viding the labour uses the capital and makes an investment. 


Both parties mutually agree to share the profits. If there is a loss, 
it will be consume the capital. Kindly find a detailed Mudarabah 
Contract at our website : A Guide to Mudarabah Agreement . 
On this link you may also download a pdf copy of this agree- 
ment. 


In Musharakah, the capital contribution is from all the partners. 
It is not necessary for the capital contribution to be equal. The 
profit also will be divided according to a mutually agreed per- 
centage. If there is a loss, it will be pro-rata the capital contribu- 
tion. 


Besides the above broad principle of Musharakah, some points 
to consider are: 


¢ The type of business partnership must be halal. 

¢ All the issues of partnership should be clearly mentioned. 
There shouldn't be any ambiguity on any issue. 

¢ The term of partnership should be specified. 

¢ Record the partnership in writing. 

¢ Include a mediation and arbitration clause to address dis- 
putes. 

¢ Identify a suitable person to resolve such disputes. 
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It is best a draft partnership agreement be designed according 
to ones specific needs and sent to me. I will check the Shari‘ah 
Compliancy of the agreement and offer my observations ac- 
cordingly. 


INCOME FROM FRAUDULANT DEGREES 


: If someone get fraud degrees . Are his earnings are Har- 
Orn 

: The hallmark of a Muslim is to be truthful and honest. It 

does not behove a Muslim to speak lies and cheat. Those are 
the traits of a hypocrite. It is truthfulness and honesty that leads 
a person to recognise Allah and get close to Allah. 
A liar and cheater is deprived of the closeness to Allah and the 
true recognition of Allah Taala. Truthfulness and honesty is not 
confined to the issues of faith. It is in all spheres of life; truthful- 
ness in one dealings, truthfulness in one’s family and associates. 
Truthfulness in education and examination reflects the real value 
of a Muslim. To cheat in exams and fraudulently obtain a degree 
is an abhorrent act. 


If a person cheats and lies in one issue, that will lead him to lies 
in another issue. It is a common saying, “a liar will have to speak 
ten lies to defend one lie”. 


Nevertheless, the issue of the earning being halal with a fraud 
degree depends on the service provided. 
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If such a person correctly and appropriately provided the ser- 
vice, his income in lieu of the service will behalal. The sin of 
speaking lies and fraudulently obtaining a degree is a different 
issue. 


IsTIKHARAH 


: [have a question regarding istikhara...is istikara al- 
lah(swt) decision or an advice especially when we see a 
dream? 


A : Istikharah is to seek the guidance of Allah Taala. 


Allah Taala is ‘alimul ghaib (Knower of the unseen). As human 
beings we are trapped in not knowing the future. Our intel- 
ligence and insight is also limited. If we knew what the future 
holds for us or had absolute intelligence, then we would probably 
not made any wrong decisions. In life we have to make some 
vital decisions and cannot afford making a mistake in that. We 
thus consult (Mashwarah) appropriate people and also make Is- 
tikharah (seek divine guidance). 


In Istikhara, Allah guides us to what is good or bad for us in 
whatever we are seeking guidance in. The decision is left up to us. 
Ultimately only that will happen which is in the absolute knowl- 
edge of Allah. 


Seeing a dream in Istikharah is not necessary. When one makes 
Istikharah correctly and with a balanced mind, the feeling that 
comes in the heart is guidance from Allah. If one is doubtful 
when making Istikharah, the Istikharah should continue until 
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one is satisfied. A dream in Istikharah could also be an indication 
to the guidance sought. 


It is best to refer to a learned pious person to interpret the 
dream. If a person makes Istikharah and made a decision and 
then realised having made a mistake in the decision, then that is 
because: 


¢ The Istikharah was not correctly carried out. OR 

¢ Made Istikharah with a preconceived mind. The dream in 
Istikharah was a reflection of ones thought. OR 

¢ Still in doubt and terminating the Istikharah and making a 
hasty decision. OR 

¢ The dream was incorrectly related or interpreted. 


If the Istikharah was correctly carried out then the only reason 
for the adverse conditions is Taqdir. As muslims, it is wajib to 
submit to Taqdir. 


IMPORTANCE OF MAKING A WILL 


: | would like to know if a will was made out and things 

change in there over the years like my mom had a house 
when she made out her will but a few years later she sold the 
house and came to live by me which I just bought a house she 
gave me an amount of money and told me to use it as part of 
my deposit for my house.she now pass on and in her will stated 
that if she still have a house then the house must be sold and the 
money must be given to the grand children. but she now dont 
have a house when she pass on do I need to pay the money back 
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that she has given me even though she never said that I have to 
pay it back. and is it right that the kids want it and that is must 
not go to the grand children 


A : Shari‘ah has emphasised on drawing up ones will. 
Oke Hgts B05 My GALT Ca ad gosh th U li tot Ge bs 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar radiallahu ‘anhu narrates that Rasulullah 
salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam said, 


It is not appropriate for a muslim who has something to make a 
bequest for, that he spends two nights except that his bequest is 
written by him. 

(Sahih Bukhari #2738) 


The Fugaha have ruled that it is Mustahab (desirable) to draw 
up ones will and bequest. That is if one does not have any Shar‘i 
obligation on him. For example, he does not owe people money, 
or people do not owe him money or he does not have people's 
trust in his possession. If he has a Shar‘i obligation on him, for 
example he owes people money or people have entrusted things 
in his possession, it is wajib to make a will and record this in his 
will. 


Ady tay Aas) dayog 3] 95 oleh Je SS Uy E50 
.. however if there is any debt of item or trust upon a person, 


then it will be binding for him to make a bequest for that... 
(Hashiyatut Tibi ‘alal mishkat il masabih) 
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Death is imminent. Therefore one should draw up ones will as 
soon as possible. If a person missed someFardh Salah or did not 
discharge his Zakah, he should record all that. It is possible that 
a person being conscious of his Shar‘i obligation of drawing a 
will and conscious of death draws his will but outlives the will. 
He may have recorded his missed salah but made up for some 
missed salah. He may have recorded a debt but paid for it or 
received payment. 


He will have to adjust his will accordingly to reflect the correct 
position of these issues in his will. 
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...and if the matter which requires a bequest changes (from its 
recorded state) then he shall revise it (bequest)... 
(Hashiyatut Tibi ‘alal mishkat il masabih) 


Reverting to your query, your mom recorded having a house in 
her will and bequeathed the proceeds of the sale of the house to 
the grandchildren. 


As a principle, a bequest can only be made for a non-heir to a 
maximum of one-third of the Nett Estate. If the proceeds of the 
house was within one-third of the Nett Estate and the grand- 
children are not heirs, then the bequest was valid. 


If the proceeds of the sale of the house exceeded one-third of 
the Nett Estate, the excess amount will not be valid. 
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Similarly, if the grandchildren were heirs, the entire bequest will 
not be valid. 


Nevertheless, your mom sold the house and now does not own 

the house. Therefore the issue of the bequest falls away. She will 
have to adjust her will accordingly. The money she gave you for 
deposit of your house is a gift to you. You do not have to return 

that money to her estate. Her children cannot claim that money 
from you. 


WORKING AS AN INTERNAL AUDITOR 


: lam Internal Auditor. My job involves doing mainly com- 
One based testing. Compliance of companies policies 
and procedures as well as legislative requirements. Based on 
the findings we would issue management with recommenda- 
tions to improve the situation which they may or amy not ac- 
cept. Recommendations normally are best practise related. We 
report to the audit committee functionally and normally the 
Finance executive administratively. In essence we are have to 
be independen in order for us to be objective. We do no pro- 
cessing of transaction or monitoring. We used a risk based ap- 
proach in deciding what to audit. The reason I mention all this 
is for you to have an understanding of the profession in general. 
I am in the process of applying for another job. I want to know 
what industries should I not consider. At the moment the best 
alternatives based on my work experience are the banks. can I 
apply here? Are there any areas that I should avoid altogether? 
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A : There are three angles to your query. 


« Asan auditor 

e Recommendations on policies, procedures and legislation 
requirements in a conventional bank. 

« Remuneration from a conventional bank. 


In general, an auditor inspects recordings of a transaction ac- 
cording to set policies. In principle, there is nothing wrong 
with the practice of auditing. An auditor is not part of the re- 
corded un-Islamic dealings. However, viewing the situation 
within the context of a conventional bank and the description 
of your job, it is obvious that the core practice of a convention- 
al bank is interest related and other non-Shariah Compliant 
transactions. You will be required to inspect and analyse the 
policies and procedures of such transactions and make rec- 
ommendations to improve everything related to that. Such a 
practice clearly falls within the prohibition of assisting in sins. 


Allah Taala says, 
jlgiells ey dE Isigla V5 


And do not assist in sin and oppression... 
(Al Qur'an 5:2) 


Find attached a chart outlining the different categories of assist- 
ing in sins. 
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The third angle is the remuneration from the Bank. Generally 
the major source of a conventional bank is from interest and 
other non-Shariah Compliant transactions. Apart from the 
un-Islamic practice as an internal auditor with the job descrip- 
tion explained by you, your remuneration from such a source 
will also be unlawful, thus compounding the reason of prohibi- 
tion in working in a conventional bank. 
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WHY DID ALLAH SEND ME TO THIS WORLD 
AND TEST ME WITHOUT MY CONSCENT? 


: | have a weird question but it keeps haunting me. I am 

unable to understand a simple question that why Al- 
lah sent me to this world? In the light of Islamic teachings, 
this life is considered to be an examination and the after life 
would be based upon our performance in this world. But, I 
feel that this is unjust. This examination has been forced upon 
me. I was never willing to undertake this exam then why 
do I have to face all this? And what difference would it make 
for Allah if I pass it or even get failed. Then what is the pur- 
pose of all this forced examination? Isn't this a unjust system? 


: It is true that Allah Taala created His creation including 
you and I without us having any say in our creation. Our 
creation and existence is the sole decision of Allah Taala. Allah 
Taala is the One who created us, owns us, and does what He wills. 


39 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


He decides how we live, how we die, what sustenance we get, how 
much power we amass, and how much honour we get. 

In short, every aspect of our life is completely dependent on 
Him. No creature has the right to question Him: “Why did you 
do this?” or, “Why didn’t you do that?” 


Allah Tala says in the Qur'an Karim: 
Ugllug emg nds lot Slay ¥ 


He(Allah) is not questioned of what He does, and they(people) 
are questioned.(Surah Al-Anbiya: 23) 


As human beings Allah Taala blessed with the privilege to be 
among the recipients of the Message of the Quran, to ponder on 
it, to reflect and understand the true meaning of life, and why 
we are here. If we turn that upside down and instead of thank- 
ing Allah, we start complaining about, “Why did you do this to 
me?” and, “Why have you sent me here?” then that is unfortu- 
nate and ungreatful. 


It is common knowledge that Allah has honored humans in 
many ways such as granting us: intelligence, reason, the gift of 
communication and other capabilities that far exceed those of 
any plant or animal life forms: 


“And we bestowed dignity on the Children of Adam and pro- 
vided them with rides on the land and in the sea and provided 
them with a variety of good things and made them much supe- 
rior to many of those We created.’ 

(Surah Bani-Israil, Verse 70) 
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The more gifts that are given, the greater the responsibility and 
accountability. Is that not how the laws of this world work as 
well? An executive of a company is more accountable than the 
staff he manages and consequentially the reward (i.e. salary) he 
receives in return is higher. 


Isn't it true that, “Heavy is the head that wears the crown’? Such 
is the case of man. He has not been given all these gifts to sim- 
ply live out a meaningless life only fulfilling his base desires like 
an animal and ignoring the higher purpose for which he was 
created: 


“So did you think that We created you for nothing 
and that you will not be brought back to Us?” 
(Surah Al-Mu’minun, Verse 115) 


Our mind, our brain power, and our ability to ponder and 
reflect should be used in showing our immense gratefulness to 
Allah. If we fritter it away and waste our energy and brain pow- 
er in pondering about, “Why did Allah force this on me?” then 
we are not utilizing our ability to reflect how Allah meant for us 
to reflect. 


Then, instead of our minds becoming a tool of bringing us 
peace and delight by recognizing Allah Taala, we would then be 
using it as a tool of evil, to question and doubt the wisdom of 
Allah Tala, as Satan did when he refused to submit and pros- 
trate to Adam (alayhis salam). 


Why did Satan do that? It was because he questioned the wis- 
dom of Allah, and followed his own rationale and thinking. 
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Satan assumed that fire is better than clay, and therefore he 
was better than Adam (alayhis salam).“He (Allah) said: “What 
stopped you from prostrating when I ordered you?’ He said ‘T 
am better than him. You have created me from fire and created 


him from clay. 
(Surah Al-’Araf 12) 


By turning to the Quran we realize that the questions you have 


posed have already been answered by Allah: 


“The One who created death and life, so that He may test you as 
to which of you is better in deeds. And He is the the All-Mighty, 
the Most-Forgiving’’(Surah Al-Mulk, Verse 2) 


Our existence is surely not of our choice. It is the sole choice of 
Allah. However Allah equipped us with intelligence to recog- 
nize Him and be obedient to Him. 


He will reward us for being obedient to Him. Why don't we ask, 
why should we be unjustly rewarded for obedience as Allah 
Himself gave us the tools for His obedience? The reward of 
Allah Taala is the grace of Almighty Allah. He rewards us for 
our obedience to Him with the tools He provided to us. Would 
it then be incorrect to say why should we be punished for diso- 
beying Him even after being equipped to obey Allah Taala? 
Had Allah not given us intelligence and then imposed a test 
upon us, then that is a different issue. That would be unjust. 
Allah Taala already declared in Qur'an Karim 


(garg 9) nas a IS ¥ 
No soul is burdened except according to its ability 
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(Surah Al Baqarah: 286) 


How unjust it is of us not to consider Allah Taala’s grace and 
favours on us! 


DISPOSING RoTI/CHAPATI 


: What can you do to leftover foods like chapatti etc be- 

cause you cannot give it to the ducks etc as you will be 
fined and when you give it to the birds they dont eat it so we 
give them birds seed.so can we throw it away or not? 


A : You may consider crushing the chapati and placing it on 
the trails of ants. 


CALCULATING ZAKAT 


: You've got a house in pakistan 3 floors.Bottom floor has 

4 houses on rent and the rest 2 floors is used by my dads 
family back home. do we have to give zakaat on the rent of 
those houses as they are extra. 


A : There is no Zakat payable specifically on rentals received. 


The rentals received will form part of the other cash and the 
decision of Zakat payable on the cash will depend upon the in- 
dividual's financial calculation. Broadly, if there is only cash and 
no liabilities or the cash exceeds the liabilities, then the cash will 
be subject to Zakat. You may refer to the attached for further 
clarity on calculation of Zakat. 
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Calculating Zakah: 

Zakah will become compulsory on a sane and mature Muslim 
when his / her wealth exceeds the Nisab and this amount of 
wealth is maintained for the duration of one entire lunar year. 
The Nisab is 20 Mithqals (87.479 g) for gold and 200 Dirhams 
(612.35 g) for silver. Any currency equal to the amount of any of 
these Nisabs will also render Zakah binding. 


For example, if the price of silver is quoted at R4.40 per gram 
then the Nisab will equal approximately R2, 702. If one’s wealth 
decreases below the Nisab during the year but before the expiry 
of the year, it reaches the Nisab, Zakah will be binding contrary 
to the case of the wealth not rebounding to amount of Nisab 
upon the expiry of the year. However, if one loses his entire 
wealth, a new lunar cyde will begin after reaching the Nisab for 
the second time. All debts and liabilities will be deducted from 
his wealth before calculating his estate. 


Only that particular year’s liabilities will be deducted from long- 
term debts such as car / home financing. Loans given and other 
receivables into one’s estate will be accounted for even if the per- 
son is not paid by his debtor for several years. Any gold or silver 
items such as jewelry, ornaments etc will also form part of Zakat- 
able assets.If the percentage of gold or silver in the item is more 
than the metal alloy with which it is amalgamated the entire item 
will be considered as gold or silver. If the percentage of alloy is 
greater, if there isenough gold or silver where it is possible for it 
to be extracted, then Zakah will be compulsory only on the val- 
ue of the gold or silver therein and not on the entire item if the 
Nisab is reached. Similarly, any items purchased for trade will be 
subject to Zakah and must be accounted for in the calculation. 
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A person should add his / her cash savings, values of gold and/ 
or silver, value of the merchandise of trade and any receivables 
from debts etc. Thereafter, he / she should deduct the amount of 
debts owed to others. If the value of the net total equals the Nisab 
of gold or silver, he / she will have to pay 2.5% of the amount in 
Zakah. 


Hereunder is a brief chart illustrating the calculation of Zakah: 


Personal Wealth Amounts: 


1. Amount of Cash and Savings at home ox in the R 10,000 
bank 


2. Current value of any gold and silver jewelry. coins, RR 5,000 | 
utensils ete 


3. Value of assets and merchandise for trade R 20,000 
4. Receivables and loaned amounts to others R 5,000 
Total these amounts here: R 40,000 
Amount Debts to be paid: R 20,000 
Subtract the total amount of debts for the year from 

the above amount. 

Nett Total of Zakatable Wealth R 20,000 


if the net total of Zakatable Wealth it more than the Nisab 


amount then... 


Multiply the nett total by 2.5% (nett amount x 0.025) R 500 
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PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME 


: Can the respected Ulema review the following property 

partnership agreement to see if it is Islamically valid? 
PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT 
This document is to certify that A and his wife B have pur- 
chased a home in partnership with C and D for a total of 
$278,000 on October Ist 2010, of which 75% payment of this 
property has been made by C and D and the remaining 25% 
payment of this property has been made by A and B. Therefore 
75% of partnership in this property belongs to C and D and the 
remaining 25% of partnership in this property belongs to A and 
B.All partners have agreed to the following: 


A and B will occupy the property and reside in it for a total rent 
of $1000 - (minus) 25% which will be payable on a monthly 
basis to C and D. 


All utilities (hydro, heating etc.) associated with this property 
will be managed and paid by A and B. 


Home insurance of the above mentioned property will be man- 
aged and paid by A and B. 


City water bill and property tax payments of the above men- 
tioned property will be shared according to the ratio of partner- 
ship in the property. 

All major expenses/costs/maintenance associated with the 
above mentioned property will be shared according to the ratio 
of partnership in the property. 
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In the case of selling of the above mentioned property, any prof- 
it or loss arising due to the sale of the property will be shared 
according to the ratio of partnership in the property. 


The partnership in the above mentioned property shall begin on 
October Ist, 2010 and shall continue until a mutual agreement 
is made to terminate this agreement. 


A : Our comments are after each clause. 


Clause: A and B will occupy the property and reside in it for a 
total rent of $1000 - (minus) 25% which will be payable on a 
monthly basis to C and D. 


This is unclear. What is meant by 25% payable to C & D. Is it 
750 payable to C and D. Be more clear. If so, this is permissible. 


Clause: All utilities (hydro, heating etc.) associated with this 
property will be managed and paid by A and B. 


This is correct. 


Clause: Home insurance of the above mentioned property will 
be managed and paid by A and B. 


This is incorrect. Home insurance should be in the ratio of the 
partnership if Home insurance is a legal requirement. 

Clause: City water bill and property tax payments of the above 
mentioned property will be shared according to the ratio of 


partnership in the property. 
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The city and water bill will be the full responsibility of A & B.C 
& D may subsidise A & B if they wish to. 


Clause: All major expenses/costs/maintenance associated with 
the above mentioned property will be shared according to 

the ratio of partnership in the property.In principle, expenses 
pertaining to the actual building and property will be shared in 
proportion to the partnership. Anything pertaining to utilities 
and normal use will be for the account of A &B. 


ALTERNATIVES TO PROGRESSIVE PAYMENTS PLAN 


Ihave put a progressive plan in repaying the loan with a 
oft. He pays back part of the capital with profits and starts us- 
ing the profit he made to fund his future load. I have settled on 
the 15% table. Is this acceptable? The amount is set and nothing 
increase or decreases with the price of petrol. Below is the table 
for you to review: 


ua pees d 
Capital ne Seal 
pox Balance ph oat Boe 


fe qeripmon gus Tos aeape ecaaces ug al. 9) 
|___2 | 600,000.00] a6 | 33,450.99 | 57,446.80] 9,617.02 | 60,000.00 | 
| 3 | 540,000.00 | a6 | 31,91489 | 5170212] °755.52| 60,000.00 | 
|___+| 190,000.00] £46 | 28,368.°9 | 45,9574] 6,895.62] 60,000.00 | 
| 5 | 42000000] a6 | 24,8220 | 40212-6| 6.03191 | 60,000.00 | 
| 6] seoo0000] s16 | r12°600| sessnoa] s1ro21| cocanco) 
|___= | 300,000.00 | 8.46 | 1.73050 | 2a725.10| 530851 | 60,000.00 | 


Q: My brother approached me to finance a load of petrol. 
pr 


[2 | 2io000.00| se | rsss0 | zz9ra-2| sa4e81 | 0,000.00] 
| 5 | r90.000.00| 5.46 | 10,638.30 | 17 23404| 2585.11 | 60,000.00 | 
|__ 10 | 129.000.00| _8.46 | 09220 | 11,4996] 1,723.40] 60,0000 
| tr | coooo| 546] 554610] 574468] e610 60,0000 
ee ee ee es ee ees ee 
[| TT cer pron atts | scores] | 
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: According to our understanding, this is how your scheme 
will work. 


You provide R600,000 capital to your brother to finance the 
petrol. He will sell the petrol and give you 15% of the profit. 
With that he will pay R60,000 towards the R600,000 loan. The 
capital is then decreased to R540,000. Again petrol is pur- 
chased and the profits are shared at 85% and 15% ratio. Another 
R60,000 is paid towards the remaining loan of R540,000. The 
balance R480,000 is carried over for the next cycle until the full 
R600,000 is paid. 


If our understanding is correct, then effectively you are advanc- 
ing a loan of R600,000 (as also stated in your query) and receiv- 
ing an excess of R56,010.63 at a 15% rate. 


This is prohibited for the following reasons. 


The R600,000 is a loan. That is clearly understood from the 
repayment cycle. Every time R60,000 is paid, the amount from 
R600,000 is decreased. Hence the excess of 15% R28,005.32 
will be Riba. The Shari'ah Compliant alternative to this is the 
Mudarabah Scheme 


Mudarabah 

Mudarabah is where you provide the capital and your partner 
provides the labour and the profit sharing is according to mu- 
tual agreement. For example you provided R60,000 capital to 
your partner. He sells the petrol and you receive a 15% profit. 


He will receive the remaining 85% profit. 
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Upon the completion of this Mudarabah, if there were profit, 
you are then entitled to the full return of the capital amount of 
R600,000. This completes one Mudarabah cycle. You may then 
enter into another separateMudarabah cycle with your partner 
with the same capital amount or similar amount at the same 
profit percentage or a new profit percentage. 


The second deal does not have any link with the first deal. The 
difference between this scheme and the one proposed by you is 
every consignment is completely separate as opposed to your 
proposal where R60,000 is subtracted from the previous amount 
creating a impression of R600,000 being a loan and R30,000 of 
every subsequent deal as a payment to that loan. 


Secondly, should there be a loss for some reason it will be for 
your account. There is nothing wrong in mitigating the risk 
to ensure you get the 15% profit. Yes, the concept of guaran- 
teed profit without any risk of loss is incorrect. If this cycle is 
followed, with the risk of loss in the capital, the end result will 
be the same if the risk is mitigated all the way down. The 15% 
profit will be the reward of the risk undertaken. 


Another alternative is the Musharakah Scheme. 


Musharakah 

Musharakah is where both parties make a capital contribution 
and both share the profits at a mutually agreed percentage. We 
understand your friend does not have capital. 


The first consignment could be a Mudarabah one where your 
funds will earn an 85% profit. In the second consignment you 
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could enter into a Musharakah partnership where his 85% profit 
from the previous deal forms part of his capital contribution 
and both agree a % of the profit. You could reduce your capital 
by R60,000 in every new consignment. In this design, if there is 
a loss, it will be pro-rata the capital contribution. The profit is 
the reward of the risk undertaken. 

Again here, if the risk is mitigated and carefully managed, you 
could achieve the same or similar end result as what you de- 
signed in your progressive payment schedule. The difference 

is that the alternative here will result in profit that are halal, 
wholesome and yield barakah as opposed to the excess on the 
guaranteed returned amount of the capital which is Riba. 
Working for a betting company 


Q: 1) [know that betting is forbidden in Islam. But is working 
on a betting company as a software engineer is forbidden or bad 
as well? Last week I had an interview with a company, they are 
betting company and looking for a software engineer. And I am 
worried that if I work for such company then will it be violation 
of any rule of Islam, or not violating of rule but not suggested? 
Here the hiring company is a betting company. 


2) I also saw another job advertisement, the advertising compa- 
ny does not do betting, but they develope software for betting 
company. Is working for such company is bad as well? Here the 
company who will hire me is not betting company like ques- 
tion. 
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:1. At the outset we commend you for your query of 

earning a halal income. This stems from your deep con- 
scious of Iman. You believe in Allah and His Rasul salallahu 
alayhi wasallam and Shariah. You are fully conscious of follow- 
ing the laws of Shariah. If you did not bother of Shariah and 
earning a halal income, you would never have asked this query. 


Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam said, 
Lbs all Ia} 44,8 Well oS CL 


Earning of Halal income is an obligation beyond other obliga- 
tions. 


(ShuXbul Iman lil bayhagi #8367 , 11/175) 


We make dya that Allah put barakah in your income, Ameen 
Reverting to your query, 

Betting is haram (completely prohibited). This is expressly pro- 
hibited in the Quran. 

Allah says, 


Lagat Gyo 5ST Gd]9 gulll) eS ling SuS )] loged Jb pucalls p25 ye aligiley 


They ask you regarding wine and gambling; Say in them both is 
great sin and (although) 

there is (some) benefit (in them) for the people but their sin is 
greater than their benefit. 

(Qur'an 2:219) 


There are two angles in working for a betting company. 
Developing a software 
Remuneration 
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If the software will be designed for the specific use of gambling, 
that is directly assisting in sin. 
(JJawahirul Figh, Risalah I‘anah ‘alal Ma‘siyyah) 


Allah Taala says, 


el Jé Igislsd So 
And do not assist in sin 
(Qur'an 5:2) 


If the software is not specifically designed for betting but has 
dual or multiple purpose and could be used for other permis- 
sible things, then generally developing such a software will not 
be prohibited. However, it is obvious that the betting company 
will use such software for betting purposes, hence it will not be 
permissible. 


Besides, the issue of developing the software for the gambling 
company, your salary will be from haram source. That com- 
pounds the prohibition. 


2. Inthe second query, you will not be working for a betting 
company but you will develop a software for a betting company. 
That too will be regarded as assisting in sin and prohibited. 
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EXTENDED WARRANTY 


: Is one allowed to purchase extended warranty for prod- 

ucts. For example, most computers either come with 90 
days or a whole year of warranty. However, most companies 
offer customers the option to extend their warranty by paying 
more, is this allowed? 


A: Ifan extended warranty is offered at the time of purchasing 
an item, the extended warranty will be permissible. The fee for 
the extended warranty will be regarded as part of the purchase 
price of the item. It is not permissible to purchase separate and 
independent warranty as that falls in the category of insurance. 


VIDEO GAMES RENTAL 


: Is it permissible to open a video game entertainment cen- 
tre and are such games permissible? 


: Video entertainment games have many unlslamic fac- 

tors in them. Apart from the games having music and 
pictures which are prohibited, the nature of the games of- 
fered, for example, karate, shooting, killing, racing, etc. have 
a potential of raising one’s emotions, thus having far reach- 
ing negative consequences in many aspects of ones life. 
Consider the following from the Encyclopedia, 1993-1997 - Mi- 
crosoft Corp. 


“Critics of video games contend that children spend too much 
time and money on the games and that immersion in the fantasy 
of video games can have adverse effects on personality matura- 
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tion. There have also been reports that the flashing graphics can 
trigger seizures in people who have certain types of epilepsy.” 
Therefore, it is also not permissible to open a video game enter- 
tainment centre and such games are not permissible to play. 


The income generated from entertainment video machines will, 
therefore, not be permissible. 


HADITH OF DajJAL AND JASSASAH 


: Ponder on the info below and ask yourself if this hadith 
oe be true? 

It is reported in the book: “Pictorial History of Madinah’, writ- 
ten by Dr. Muhammad Ilyas Ghani, on pages 22, 23, and 25 a 
hadith on Dajjal. The references he has given are from: Sahih 
Bukhari Hadith No. 1876; from the section ‘Book of Strife & 
Signs of the Hour? (ISBN- 9960-44-928-9. Printed in 1425 AH / 
2004 AD; by Al-Rasheed Printers (Tel: 8368382) Authors Ad- 
dress: P.O.Box 447, Madinah Munawwarah. Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. ) 


The following questions need answers if what is narrated is true: 
1. The Prophet was given the title of AL-AMIN even before 
he was granted Prophethood. The kuffar of Makkah kept their 
valuables with him prior, and after he proclaimed his message 
of Islam- so was there any need for anyone else to vouch for his 
truthfulness on any issue when he was reciting the Qur'an and 
people were flocking to the message knowing and understand- 
ing the words of the Qur'an were divine? Take the example of 
Omar, and how he became a Muslim in Makkah years before. 
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This incident of Tamim Dari according to the narrator took 
place in Madinah when Islam was on the rise. The battle of Badr 
must have been fought and Muslims were sacrificing their all. Is 
it believable that verification was still needed by a non Muslim 
to the truthfulness of the Nabi? 

2. ‘The Prophet was receiving wa hy directly from ALLAH 
and knew about the munafikoon etc and was informed by AL- 
LAH in the Qur'an when he left Makkah (during Higrah) that 
ALLAH will bring him back to Makkah, which promise was 
fulfilled. Also all the other prophecies that were fulfilled in his 
lifetime of the Romans, Abu Lahab, (and today the truth of the 
scientific facts, how the creation of human beings in the womb 
etc). Did the Prophet still need a Christian to vouch for his 
Prophethood? 


3. Ifany person was confronted by an animal-man like 
al-Jassasa in a strange country, will he follow him when he was 
so fearful looking and trust him when he could be killed? Is it 
not said that he looked as a devil? Would any sane man follow 
such a fearful looking character? 


4. This Daijjal it seems to live without eating and drink- 

ing for decades or centuries. According to the narration, he is 
bound with chains and is all alone except for al-Jassasa. He is in 
a standing position with leg chains upto his knees and chains 
around his neck. Surely he must need food and excrete and uri- 
nate. Yet it seems he does not eat food, and for how long?, nor 
does he answer the call of nature it seems. Yet he is powerfully 
built. Is he a superman? For how long can a human being stand 
upright like he is, and live without nourishment? 
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5. This person, Tamim Dari, does not ask Dajjal when 
he was chained, who chained him, and for how long was he 
chained, who gives him food and drink. Is that not strange? 


6. Howis it possible for Dajjal to know about the Prophet 
when he is in chains thousands of miles away? If anyone claims 
the Allah informed him will that not be a contradiction that 
ALLAH communicates with evil as well, then can that be true? 


7. ‘The only acceptable answer is that this so called hadith is 
false!!!! 


: At the outset, we wish to state that our responses to the 

different objections have been kept as brief'as possible. 
Otherwise, the objections could be answered from various 
angles and dimensions. The objections are in the blocks. Our 
response follows after each objection. 


1.) The Prophet was given the title of AL-AMIN even before he 
was granted Prophethood. The kuffar of Makkah kept their val- 
uables with him prior to, and after he proclaimed his message 
of IsLam- so was there any need for anyone else to vouch for his 
truthfulness on any issue when he was reciting the Qur'an and 
people were flocking to the message knowing and understand- 
ing the words of the Qur'an were divine? Take the example of 
Omar, and how he became a Muslim in Makkah years before. 
This incident of Tamim Dari according to the narrator took 
place in Madinah when Islam was on the rise. The battle of Badr 
must have been fought and Muslims were sacrificing their all. Is 
it believable that verification was still needed by a non Muslim 


to the truthfulness of the Nabi? 
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1.) If Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam was Al-Ameen and 
there was no need for anyone to vouch for his truthfulness, then 
why was there objection to his claim of prophet-hood from the 
very people who knew him as Al-Ameen? All the enemies of 
Rasulullah salallahu layhi wasallam knew Arabic. When Rasu- 
lullah salallahu alayhi wasallam was reciting The Qur'an, they 
could have understood The Qur'an and accepted Islam! 


Furthermore Hazrat Tamim Dari radiallahu anhu had already 
accepted Islam when he narrated the incident. It was not a 
testimony of a non-muslim to the truthfulness of Nabi salallahu 
alayhi wasallam. It was a revert testifying. 


Nevertheless, testimony of the truthfulness of Islam by people 
of other faith who convert to Islam merely support and consol- 
idate the belief of the believers and further demonstrates the 
nobility and truthfulness of the Message of Islam. 


If we were to take the assumption you have taken, then even 
the miracles of Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam (Mu ‘jiza) 
would not have been necessary as he was known to be Al- 
Amin. (The trustworthy one) Then according to your claim, 
the incident of Shaqqul Qamar (splitting of the moon) which 
is expressly mentioned in the Quran is insignificant? If people 
believed in Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam then what was 
the need for the incident of the splitting of the moon? Would 
you deny this too? 
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Allah Taala himself says, 


S08) B85I5 SEL cag! 
The Hour (of Judgment) is nigh, and the moon is cleft asunder. 
(Surah Qamar 54:1) 


2.) The Prophet was receiving wa hy directly from ALLAH and 
knew about the munafikoon etc and was informed by AL- 
LAH in the Quran when he left Makkah (during Hijrah) that 
ALLAH will bring him back to Makkah, which promise was 
fulfilled. Also all the other prophecies that were fulfilled in his 
lifetime of the Romans, Abu Lahab, (and today the truth of the 
scientific facts, how the creation of human beings in the womb 
etc). Did the Prophet still need a Christian to vouch for his 
Prophethood? 


2.) The first premise of this objection is based on a Christian 
vouching the truthfulness of prophet-hood of Rasulullah salalla- 
hu alayhi wasallam. We have clarified this issue in the previous 
answer. Hazrat Tamim Dari radiallahu anhu had already accept- 
ed Islam and then narrated his experience. He was not a Chris- 
tian vouching for the truthfulness of the prophet hood of Rasu- 
lullah salallahu alayhi wasallam. Simple logic also has it that why 
would he still be a Christian then? This premise is miscalculated. 


The second premise of this question is based on whether these 
miracles were for Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam to forti- 
fy his Prophethood. This can never be correct since Rasulullah 
salallahu alayhi wasallam had full conviction of his propheth- 
ood. His fortification was even made by the malaikah. He did 


not need anyone to vouch for his prophet hood. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


Miracles of the prophet are called Mu‘jiza which means to 
make helpless. It is human nature that when one experiences 
something extra ordinary he is amazed and is sure that there is 
a supernatural power behind this incident. A miracle is some- 
thing a human being witnesses with his own eyes but cannot 
mentally comprehend the issue. It is impossible for a human 
being to perform such a miracle by himself. The greater the 
impossibility of the incident, the greater the miracle. When the 
incident of Tamim Dari is authentically proven and he being a 
Sahabi narrates this incident himself, this is not to vouch for the 
prophethood of Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam. 


Rather, Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam stated this inci- 
dent to illustrate how a person once a Christian also believed 

in him. This is similar to how Allah Taala refers to the Islam of 
Abdullah ibn Salam radiallahu anhu, who followed Judaism and 
accepted Islam. Did Allah need Abdullah ibn Salam radialla- 

hu anhu to vouch for the prophethood of Rasulullah salallahu 
alayhi wasallam? 


“..And a witness from the children of Israil testifies about some- 
thing similar to it 


and comes to believe in it while you persist in your arrogance” 


(Surah Al-Ahgaf, Verse 10) 


3.) Ifany person was confronted by an animal-man like al-Jas- 
sasa in a strange country, will he follow him when he was so 
fearful looking and trust him when he could be killed? Is it not 
said that he looked as a devil? Would any sane man follow such 
a fearful looking character? 
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3.) In the description of the events related by Hazrat Tamim Al- 
Dari (radiyallahy anhu), he readily admits that he and his party 
were afraid: 


gio lis33y 
And we were scared of her (Al-Jassasah) 
(Muslim Shareef) 


Being afraid does not mean that it did not happen. If an inno- 
cent civilian is taken as a prisoner and he is literally stripped 
naked, kicked and booted from head to toe, then ordered by 
soldiers dressed with armours and helmets carrying machine 
guns pointing at him to march into Guantanamo prison, is 
that not frightening enough? Does it mean prisoners were not 
persecuted and imprisoned in Guantanamo? Does it mean the 
prisoners didn't follow instructions of the Al-Jassasah (heavily 
armed soldiers)? 


Talking and conversing with a beast is not impossible. Allah 
himself tells us about human beings talking to a beast: 


And when the Word (of torment) is fulfilled against them, We 
shall bring out from the earth a beast to them, which will speak 
to them because mankind believed not with certainty in Our 
Ayat.(Surah Al-Naml Verse 82) 

Will you deny this verse too? 


4.) This Dajjal it seems to live without eating and drinking for 
decades or centuries. According to the narration, he is bound 


with chains and is all alone except for al-Jassasa. He is ina 
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standing position with leg chains upto his knees and chains 
around his neck. Surely he must need food and excrete and uri- 
nate. Yet it seems he does not eat food, and for how long?, nor 
does he answer the call of nature it seems. Yet he is powerfully 
built. Is he a superman? For how long can a human being stand 
upright like he is, and live without nourishment? 


4.) The premise of this objection needs to be clarified. Is the ob- 
jection on the incident of Hazrat Tamim Dari radilallahu anhu 
or the objection on Dajjal. It now appears that the goal post is 
shifting from the incident of Hazrat Tamim Dari radilallahu 
anhu to Dajjal and questioning whether Dajjal has supernatural 
powers. Is he Superman? 


This is now questioning the power of Allah. Can Allah not give 
supernatural power to human beings? Did the youth of the cave 
not survive without food for 309 years? 


Et5 Igdld5l9 Gow Blo Es cada’ G Igtdg 
So they stayed in their Cave three hundred years, and (some) 
add nine (more) 


(Surah Al Kahf, 18:25) 


Did Allah not raise Uzair a.s after 100 years and the food be- 
sides him didn't perish! 


om 
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Or (take) the similitude of one who passed by a hamlet, all in 
ruins to its roofs. He said: “Oh! how shall Allah bring it (ever) 
to life, after (this) its death?” but Allah caused him to die for 

a hundred years, then raised him up (again). He said: “How 
long didst thou tarry (thus)?” He said: (Perhaps) a day or part 
of a day.’ He said: “Nay, thou hast tarried thus a hundred years; 
but look at thy food and thy drink; they show no signs of age; 
and look at thy donkey: And that We may make of thee a sign 
unto the people, Look further at the bones, how We bring them 
together and clothe them with flesh” When this was shown 
clearly to him, he said: “I know that Allah hath power over all 
things.” (Surah Bagarah 2:259) 


Did not Allah keep Prophet Yunus (alayhis salam) alive in the 
belly of a whale for a number of the days and that too in the 
dark, deep depths of the sea? 


Sofet 95 Doki g ED Sasa Sal Gls bs 


And behold, Yunus was indeed one of Our messengers... He 
would have indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the 
Day of Resurrection. 

(Surah As-Saaffaat 37:139,144) 

There are innumerable authentic Ahadith proving that Dajjal 
will be given supernatuaral powers. If you deny this then tell us 
what will be the purpose of Dajjal and how will be achieve this? 


5.) This person, Tamim Dari, does not ask Dajjal when he was 
chained, who chained him, and for how long was he chained, 
who gives him food and drink. Is that not strange? 

5.) Hazrat Tamim Dari radilallahu anhu was an intelligent per- 
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son. He witnessed something unusual. He accepted it as an unu- 
sual occurrence. It is not prudent to ask usual normal questions 
in an abnormal situation. 


In the incident of the youth in the cave when the representatives 
of the king visited the cave, he did not ask, who made you'll 
sleep? How long your’ll slept? How were your’ll nourished with- 
out water and food? It is understood that it was an abnormal 
situation. Normal questions are not asked in such a situation. 


6.) How is it possible for Dajjal to know about the Prophet when 
he is in chains thousands of miles away? If anyone claims Allah 
informed him, will that not be a contradiction that ALLAH 
communicates with evil as well, then can that be true? 


6.) The premise of your objection is, if Allah informed Dajjal 
about Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam “thousands” of miles 
away, essentially Allah communicated with evil! 


Is Shaytan not the epitome and peak of evil? Yet communication 
of Allah with evil Shaytan is clearly in the Quran. 


() Sead 035 J] GAG 5 JE 0 sol 935 U Geb Lee 55 0 fu) AE ee G55 JE 
Saybia Jo eBE dls 


(Allah) said: “Then get thee out from here; for thou art rejected, 
accursed."And the curse shall be on thee till the day of Judg- 
ment:’(Iblis) said: “O my Lord! give me then respite till the Day 
the (dead) are raised.” (Allah) said: “Respite is granted thee. 
(Qur'an Surah Hujr 15:34-39) 

A little knowledge of The Qur'an would have guided you to this! 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


If your objection is based on Dajjal being “thousands” of miles 
away, how could he know about Rasulullah salallahu alayhi 
wasallam. 


In your second objection, you faithfully refer to scientific 

facts. You seem to have faith in technology. If it is impossible 
for Dajjal to know about Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam 
thousands of miles away, how is it possible for birds and in- 
sects to merely sense a seismic earthquake whereas the distance 
between the crust of the earth and a flying bird is literally more 
than thousands of miles apart! 


To be more contemporary, how is it that a military send drones 
to Libya and mann everything live from thousands of miles 
away? How does one receive live information of what is happen- 
ing in Libya or for that matter in the furthest part of the globe? 
Is the supernatural powers given to Dajjal, a human being, any 
lesser than the power of detection in a lifeless drone! Ponder! 


In conclusion will you dispute Shaitan having the virtue of 
Ayatul Kursi and informing Abu Huraira radiallahu anhu! Who 
informed Shaytan of this? It would not be surprising if you 
reject this Hadith as well! Is Shaytan not an evil like Dajjal. Who 
told Shaytan about Ayatul Kursi and its virtues? 


7.) The only aceptable answer is that this so called hadith is 
false. 


7.) Without studying hadith and becoming an expert in it, one 
cannot declare a hadith to be false. It’s like someone denying 
the existence of other planets besides Earth because they have 
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not had the opportunity to see them through a telescope. Just 
because it’s out of our “field of vision” doesn't mean others have 
not put in the hard and dedicated work to verify it. 


What is the premise of this conclusion? “The authenticity ofa 
hadith is judged based on ones intellect” This is very dangerous. 
This is also what led to the spiralling fall of the Shaitaan. He 
used his limited intellect to question the clear order of Allah. 
Here too, the hadith is authentically proven. 


Ifa hadith is authenticated by such illustrious specialists such as 
Imam Muslim who spent his life dedicated to this field and was 
terrified at the thought of attributing something falsely to the 
Prophet salallahu alayhi wasallam as all our pious muhaddith- 
een were then we will only be ruining our Hereafter by rejecting 
authentic hadith. 


This hadith is authentic because... 


a.) It has been rated as an authentic hadith by Imam Muslim 


(rahmatullahi alayhi). 


b.) It has been rated as an authentic hadith by Imam Tirmi- 
dhi (rahmatullahi alayhi) in his collection under the “Book of 
Trials’, hadith #2253 under the title “Chapter of the Hadith of 
Tamim Al-Dari about the Daijjal.” 


c.) View of Master Muhaddith Imam Hafiz ibn Hajar Al-Asqa- 
lani (rahmatullahi alayhi): 
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The master muhaddith, Imam Ibn Hajar Al-Asqalani who had 
the privilege of writing the widely acclaimed commentary on 
Imam Bukhari’s Sahih has written in his monumental work 
“Fath Al-Bari” that this hadith has been narrated by a number 
of different Companions in addition to Fatimah bint Qays such 
as Abu Huraira, Mother of the Believers Aisha and Jabir (May 
Allah be pleased with all of them) and it is not an isolated ha- 
dith. 


d.) View of Master Muhaddith Hafiz ibn Abdul Barr (rahmatul- 
lahi alayhi): 


A scholar of such encyclopedic knowledge that he wrote a book 
listing every single person who had every met our beloved 
Prophet salallahu alayhi wasallam. He wrote in his book “Al-Is- 
tidhkar” that the narrations that come to us from Fatimah bint 
Qays (radiyallahu anha) through the Tabiee Imam Aamir ibn 
Sharaheel Al-Sha’bi (rahmatullahi alayhi) are established and 
authentic. 


e.) Looking at the narrators of the chain of this hadith we 
find that the muhadditheen have accorded all the narrators as 
“thiqa’ which means “reliable/trustworthy” in narrating this 
hadith from each other until the chain reaches the Sahabiyah 
Fatimah bint Qays (radiyallahu anha). Please kindly see at- 
tached chart below for details: 
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IJARAH FINANCING 


: I had taken a loan amount of Rs. 350,000/- from an indi- 

vidual for construction of our home. My home value in local 
market is about Rs. 800,000/- Now I want to pay the full amount 
of loan Rs. 350,000/- immediately to that individual through 
any Islamic bank, and than I will pay to the bank in monthly 
installment. What is the criteria in Islamic banking for this kind 
of problem, is any solution available in the sharia that I can pay 
the loan full amount to that individual through Islamic bank. 
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: As understood from your query, you want a loan the 

amount of Rs 350,000 from an Islamic Bank and you will 
pay back the loan to the bank in monthly installments. The 
concept of Ijarah can be applied to achieve this. 


The method of this is in step processes are thus: 


1. The client sells a percentage of his house equivalent to Rs. 
350,000 to the Bank, let say 40%. Now the Bank and the client 
are joint partners in the ownership of the house. The client 
owns 60% of the house and the Bank owns 40%. 


2. Thereafter the Bank can charge the client rent for the usage 
of the Bank's portion of the house. A monthly rent can be fixed 
by the mutual agreement of the Bank and the client in regards 
occupancy of the 40% owned by the Bank. 


3. Thereafter the portion of the Banks ownership can be divided 
into 4 units each representing 10% of ownership of the house. 
The client can promise the bank that he will purchase one unit 
after ever three months, six months, year, etc. Accordingly, he 
will purchase another 10% of ownership of the house from the 
Bank by paying 1/10 of the price of the house. It will reduce the 
share of the Bank to 30% and increase his share to 70%. Conse- 
quently, the monthly rent will also decrease since the portion of 
the Bank is less now. This process will continue until the client 
becomes the sole owner of the house again. This method allows 
the client to regain full ownership of thehouse and allows the 
Bank to receive a profit upon their original Rs. 350,000. 

The laws of Ijaarah should be kept in mind. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


WORRIED ABOUT DEBTS 


: 1am always worried about paying debts. What is the 
solution? 


: It is narrated on the authority of Abu Saeed Khudri 
radiallahu anhu that a man said, “Oh Messenger of Allah, 
Worries and Debts have overcome me’. 


Nabi sallahu alayhi wasallam said “Should I not teach you a 
Dua, if you say it, Allah will remove your worries and fulfill 
your debts.” The man said, “Yes”. 


Nabi sallahu alayhi wasallam then said, “Say when you awake in 
the morning and at evening: 


Sibuly oll Ge cL S361 3 Gal 
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Oh Allah I seek your protection from grief, and I seek your 
protection from incapability and laziness and I seek your pro- 
tection from miserliness and cowardice, and I seek your protec- 
tion from being overpowered with debts and being overpow- 
ered by man. 


The man said, “I made this dua, then Allah removed my grief 
and fulfilled my debts’(Mishkaat Pg 215) 
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WARRANTIES ON APPLIANCES 


: My question is regarding warranties on appliances are we 

as Muslims allowed to take out warranties on appliances 
e.g. | bought a vacuum cleaner which initially came with a two 
year guarantee after the guarantee expires | have the option to 
take out a further 3 year warranty, it is my understanding that 
most warranties today are premium based, similarly another ap- 
pliance I have, offer the same warranty under the same condi- 
tions, in most high street outlets they use the same insurance 
company(Domestic and General) for all their products and they 
use this to their advantage as they set the cost of a unwarranted 
appliance very high so as to entice you to take up a extended war- 
ranty when purchasing the appliance - this is a big problem for 
Muslims in the uk as many people feel they have no option but 
to take up this ‘offer’ not realising whether it is permissible under 
the rules of Islamic Sharia - I have not purchased any extended 
warranties because Iam doubtful as to whether this is permissi- 
ble. Iam deeply concerned because many Muslims take out 3/5 
year warranties out not realizing the warranty could or is haram! 


A: It is permissible to take out a warranty at the time of sale. 

For example, if an appliance came with a two year warranty, it 
will be permissible to buy that appliance. Similarly, if an appli- 
ance comes with a basic one year warranty, but the company 
extends the warranty to 5 years if an additional sum of £20 is 
paid, then too it will be permissible to buy that appliance, on 
condition that the extension of the warranty was done during 
the sale. The extra £20 will be added on to the price of the appli- 
ance, and the total will be regarded as the cost of the appliance. 
Jadid Fighi Masail Vol:1 Pg:387 (Kutub Khana Naeemiyah) 
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Taqrer-e-Tirmidhi Vol:1 Pg:108/9 (Memon Islamic Publishers) 


However, if the extension of the warranty is done after the 
sale, or it is done in a separate transaction, other than the sale, 
then the taking out of such a warranty will not be permissi- 
ble, as the extra amount paid cannot be regarded as the cost 
of the appliance. The extra amount in this case is in lieu of the 
service which may or may not be provided. The Islamic schol- 
ars have explained that such a transaction will be termed as 
bai‘ul gharar, and Nabi (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) has for- 
bidden baiul gharar, as understood from the hadith below: 


ayidl aay Ge plug Aye All lo All dguay (383 


Jami’ Al Tirmizi Vol:1 Pg:233 (H.M. Saeed Company) 
Taqrer-e-Tirmizi Vol:1 Pg:99 (Memon Islamic Publishers) 


REMINDER OF SALAH MAKES MY HUSBAND ANGRY! 


: My husband is loving and caring, but when it comes to 
the topic of salah he intentionally neglects it. And if I keep 
on advising him on salah and remind him he get angry about it. 


He feels that I am trying to control him and tells that ho knows 
all those thing and am not needed to tell it again and again. I 
am keeping on asking dua to make him a good Muslim, who is 
regular in his prayers. But I feel bit scared of keeping on advis- 
ing him on prayers because at the end it turn it to an argument. 
Same issue comes when it comes to music. And he is so addicted 
to it. Can u please advise me how to bring him in to the track of 
prayer and please do ask dua to make love in his heart on salah. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


: Jazakillah for writing to us requesting some help. Please 
do forgive me for the delay in responding to your query. 


Sister, you have been correct in trying to help your husband 
to make his connection with the deen of Allah Taala. I empa- 
thise with you in this situation as it must be painful and dif- 
ficult for you to remain silent when your husband does not 
turn to His Creator in gratitude. Since you say that he be- 
comes angry, have you thought of other ways in which to en- 
courage him to set himself free from the trap of shaitaan? 


I am sure you realise that he is very much a victim of his own 
nafs and under shaitaan’s control. As a wife, you feel it is our duty 
to help him to change. Allow me to make a few suggestions. If 
you have a receiver, turn on the adhaan so that he hears it every 
time he is at home. (At the same time, don't tell him anything.) 
You could perhaps start playing Surah Yaseen early in the 
morning after fajr salaah so that he can hear it. Make a point of 
turning on (a C.D.) “Para a day” from the Quran in his pres- 
ence. InshaAllah, listening to the Quran may soften his heart. 


Channel Islam and Radio Islam are beamed all over the world via 
satellite radio and via audio streaming from South Africa. Hun- 
dreds of people from all over the world write in to say how their 
lives have changed through listening to these radio stations. In- 
shaAllah, it will have the same effect on him in time. Make a point 
of collecting literature on Islam , salaah, love of Allah Taala and 
even from revert Muslims and leave it at strategic places in the 
house so that he reads it. Make a point of remaining silent and do 
not make any comments or suggestions even if he makes any neg- 
ative comments. Make sure you read the literature yourself and 
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encourage your family to do so also. If possible, start madrassa 
classes in your home. Increase your zikr, istigfar and duas. Offer a 
small amount of charity on your husband's behalf and do remain 
patient with him Try to welcome him home every day witha smile 
and InshaAllah your duas will be accepted. Make sure your chil- 
dren and the rest of the family are punctual with their salaah too. 


May Allah Taala grant all of us the tawfeeq to be obedient to His 
commandments and to be steadfast with our salaah always. May 
He also make our salaah a means of salvation from the punish- 
ment of the kabr and the aagirah, ameen. You may write again if 
you wish to do so. 


ARE YOU TROUBLING YOUR WIFE OR IS SHE?! 


: My question relates to the Husband - Wife relationship 
and is as follows: 


Iam married for 30 years. Neither I, nor my wife have had ex- 
tra marital relationships. Our relationship Alhamdulilah began 
with and remained in Nikaah. My concern is what I perceive to 
be an “exaggerated sense of modesty” on the part of my wife. 
From the onset of our marriage, love and sex were things “that 
she would submit to” rather than a mutually enjoyable experi- 
ence. I overlooked this on an ongoing basis in the hope and belief 
that Allah SWT will reward me in other ways. I have also over- 
looked and accepted many other aspects of her in the same be- 
lief. Alhamdulilah, we have six Masha Allah children from this. 
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I am now 60. I am rationed sex as she deems fit. A third of the 
month she would have her menses, a third of the month she 
would have some “ailment” and the remaining third she would 
not be in the mood for love. Sex is just that - a means of release 
with no reciprocal love. Our lives revolve around the upbringing 
of our children. 


I have raised the matter with her parents - they merely brush 
me aside telling me I am very lucky to have a wife like her. She 
donned the Nigaab when I expressed my intention to marry a 
Nigaabi as I was intrigued by them. I have even asked her par- 
ents to take her for counselling. I have never uttered Talaag even 
when provoked by her mother. She is living in a comfort zone 
- knowing that I will not divorce her out of fear of dis pleas- 
ing Allah SWT and the fact that a second wife carries a stigma 
in our society. I cannot kiss her without being pushed away. 
By the way, we live in a comfortable home with en suite facilities 
and good privacy. 


The same goes for sex - she has to show that I am in need and she 
is merely submitting. We cannot stray from the Missionary po- 
sition. With age I know that I may weaken and need more of my 
wife's help. I have thought of seeking assistance but have shied 
away in the knowledge (my limited knowledge) that a second 
marriage is the only way out. Maybe the competition would spur 
her to reflect on her behaviour? My reason for not threading this 
path to be frank is the Quranic injunction to treat your wives 


equally. 


How do I treat two wives equally when one is the mother of my 
four children while the other is “unequal”? How do you find a 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


moral and at the same time Loving wife? How do you find Psy- 
chological compatibility without straying from the boundaries of 
Islam? Maybe I am totally wrong in my thinking and this is why 
I raise these questions in this forum. 


: Jazakallah for your email. We respect your request for 

anonymity on this forum. Should we post this query on site 
for the benefit of people experiencing similar problems as you, 
we will change the main characteristics of the query to maintain 
anonymity. 


Brother, you state you are an introvert. You are married for 30 
years, and now you are 60. Your have difficulty with your wife's 
“exaggerated sense of modesty’. She simply submits rather than 
“jt” being mutual. “It's” not a one sided thing. You have brought 
up the issue with your wife and inlaws. The matter is still the 


same. 


You have suggested taking a second wife but also have concerns. 
Your concerns are valid. Furthermore, should you take another 
wife, what guarantee you have that you get what you want? The 
issues you have raised can only be experienced during intimacy. 
There is no measure to determine how a woman is going to per- 
form. Furthermore, if she does, for how long? Would you want 
to enter such a gamble? You may be the unique and fortunate one 
to pick the right “toy” from the “lucky packet”! Then too the ap- 
prehension of her not maintaining her active performance is still 
there. It will be a real nightmare for you if you picked a “wrong” 
or “cheap” toy in the lucky packet. You will have so much to lose 
after 30 years of investing in a wife and 4 beautiful children. 
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The pain and frustration you will experience in pursuit of your 
intimate needs will make your needs insignificant and in fact bit- 
ter. You will then realize you were better off as you were with 
someone merely submitting even for a third of the month. In 
any event that too was going to completely die off. As one person 
put it- I came out from the pot and directly into the frying pan. 
Surely that is not what you need at this age. 


Brother, you are not alone in this quagmire. This is a common 
problem. Apply the rule of lesser of the two evils. Non-coopera- 
tion of the wife is unfortunate if not bad, but the challenges ofa 
second wife are huge if not greater evil. 


The only way to overcome your difficulty is to condition your 
mind to accept your wife as she is. Allah chose her for you. Make 
do with her as she is and be content. Focus of the positives in her 
and overlook the negatives. 


It is precisely for this reason Allah Taala said: 


GSI sho td gh Ol 
Maybe you dislike something of her whereas that is better for 
you.(Quran 2:216) 


When you experience the pain of rejection or being pushed away 
from her, it is definitely not in vain. You approached her for you 
haqq but was denied or she simply submitted. Surely not as you 
wanted. 
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What can you do about it? How do you give vent to your anger 
and frustration. In most instances, if you do, the problem turns 
out to be bigger and mightier. It is such a private issue that you 
cannot easily talk to anyone about it. 


The pain you experience with the very limited avenues to give 
vent to your pain is enormously rewarding in the court of Allah. 
A husband who overlooks this aspect of his wife for the pleasure 
Allah is rewarded with Shahadah. A mujahid goes in the path 
of Allah and bears physical and emotional pain for the pleasure 
of Allah. There is nothing he can do to give vent to his pain, It 
is for the pleasure of Allah. He actually experiences the halawat 
and sweetness of Ieman in this pain, This sweetness has a totally 
different taste. Similarly, if you bear the emotional pain of not 
fulfilling your base desires for the pleasure of Allah, you too will 
be considered a mujahid. 


During that emotional pain, be patient, turn your heart to Allah 
and experience the sweetness of Ieman. The enjoyment of that 
feeling surpass the physical enjoyment of intimacy. 


While you may be focusing on what she is not, she too may be fo- 
cusing on what you are! Put yourself in her shoe. It is possible she 
maybe put off due to your approach and attitude at some time of 
the other. Women are sensitive and to them physical closeness 
is not as important and invigorating as emotional closeness that 
comes with the right approach and conduct. It is also possible she 
is going through hormonal imbalance due to her age. Shukr she 
is letting you have her for even 1/3. Generally when men experi- 
ence physical imbalance, they cant even give that much. How is 
it expected ofa woman to do in such a situation? A man too must 
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understand and contain himself. 


You state you are 60 and with age you will weaken and you may 
need wife's assistance. As that time, the tables could turn around. 
She may be the one that will get frustrated and complain about 
you. How would you expect her to react? She will respond to 
your weaknesses as you responded to her weaknesses. It’s just a 
matter of time. Now it’s your turn to tolerate. Tomorrow it'll be 
her turn. If you tolerate her faithfully, it is hoped she will recip- 
rocate. 


Make shukr your wife at least submits to you. The fact that she 
does not deny you all the time is proof enough of her sensitivity 
to you. She is fully aware you are a man and you have your needs. 
Your problem is you need to stray from the missionary position 
of merely releasing and want her to reciprocate. 

You imply that your wife is loyal but not loving. 

Why do you narrow your concept of love to physical love? There 
are so many other avenues of love expressed by your wife. She 
bore you six children. She bore all physical burden of pregnan- 
cy by herself. She surely did it for you as she could have avoid- 
ed pregnancy with the various options available to her. She is a 
means of multiplying your avenues of loves six times more. 

If you overlooked your wife ever since for her mere missionary 
response for the pleasure of Allah, then there is all more reason 
for you to adopt that attitude now. 

A woman's body and reaction is never same after six pregnan- 
cies. Her body is exerted to the maximum especially with all the 
demands and challenges of raising 6 children and a “wanting” 


husband. 
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Now is the real test of your intention to overlook her for the 
pleasure of Allah. It is that time of your life where physical love 
ought to be transformed to emotional love as Allah Himself 
says: 


Kaeo 49 3390” 


(love and mercy). 


In conclusion, I wish to point out that in everything of our life, 
Allah nurtures us. Allah is our Rabb. Rabb means to nurture. Al- 
lah wants to make us near and dear to Him. He puts challenges in 
our lives and when we feel bitter with our closest ones, we realize 
that is not the love to be trusted. 


We turn away from all such temporary forms of love and pleas- 
ure and attach ourselves to Allah, the ultimate love. 


This is how, we as believers think and see the different challenges 
of life. When we realize this point and note our gradual closeness 
to Allah, we accept all pain as the reward of the closeness to Allah 
is eternal and everlasting. It is unparalleled love, not just physi- 
cal, not just emotional. It is real. It is only tasted with the heart of 
strong Iman! 


Have mercy for your wife. She too will have mercy for you. Al- 
lah's reward to you will be His mercy. 

We commend you for your objective thinking and your courage 
to raise this issue which will be a source of guidance for many 
people like you and a solace for many women. You question was 
the means for this guidance. 
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CONSULTING WORK BASED ON COMMISSION 


: I run a consulting business and recently met a woman 

who works for a govt department. She informs me that she 
is starting her own business in the same field as mine and has 
managed to secure some contracts and work from clients that 
she would like me to assist her with - this would mean that she 
would sub-contract the work out to me. 


In addition, the dept she works in has a lot of work - she can 
secure this work but cannot directly do the work through her 
company as this is a conflict of interest. She approached me and 
said that she will send the work to me, (I execute it) but then I 
should pay her a commission of 10%. Would an agreement of 
this nature be deemed haraam? Please can you advise. 


A : Our understanding of the situation is: 


e The woman in reference works for a government depart- 
ment. 

« She will open a consulting business as you have. 

¢ It appears she can secure work from her employment at the 
government department and refer the work to you. 

¢ She cannot offer the service as that is conflict of interest be- 
tween her employment and business. 


e She will sub contract the work to you at a 10% commission 
basis. 


If our understanding of the issue is correct and reflects the reali- 
ty of the matter, then our observations are: 
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« Ifit is a conflict of interest for her to service the clients 
directly and her employment does not permit that, it is also a 
conflict of interest for her to refer clients to you and get a “kick 
back” of 10%. 

¢ There is no contract between her and the clients. The issue of 
subcontracting to you does not feature. She simply refers clients 
to you. 

« Hence, the only obvious outcome is she does you a favour 
and refers clients to you and expects a monetary favour in 
return. This is clearly bribery and not permissible. If there is 

a bonafide contract between the woman and the clients, then 
clarify in detail. 


PERCENTAGE FEE FROM THE BANK 


: We currently have a an account with one of our suppliers, 
Engen Petroleum for monthly fuel charges for our delivery 
vehicles. 


Our Petrol Station requires a guarantee say R1 20,000 for this 
credit facility. A Bank is willing to guarantee this debt as we 
have an Islamic finance account with their Bank. The Bank also 
requires no additional security for this guarantee facility, which 
they will offer us. 

However they are charging us an establishment fee of 1.24% 
and the same charge every 6 months thereafter. This facility may 
be terminated upon three months notice. I was advised by the 
bank officer that this is a bank charge. 
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Will this charge be acceptable in terms of the Shariah and is 
there any element of RIBA in this? 


Your advice will be greatly appreciated. May Allah reward you, 
Aameen. 


: The 1.24% change by the Bank is in lieu of the surety. 

Such a charge is not valid. Furthermore, if the Bank pays 
the debt, you will have to repay the debt with interest. There- 
fore, this arrangement is not Shariah Compliant. We do not 
understand how this is a bank charge. What service does the 
bank provide to justify this charge? 


CALCULATING LABOUR PRICE 


: How does one calculate a labour price according to shari- 
ah. 

Let’s say I fix cars, what I would charge for fixing an old car 

wouldn't be anywhere near to what I would charge for say a 

porche. Would this be permissible? 


: Labour pricing will be according to the general market 
rate for the service provided; service quality (profession- 
alism), turn-around time (efficiency), intricacy of the work, 
and the other basic factors will effect the pricing structure. 
Therefore, charges levied for servicing a Porche in relation to 
an old care could be higher when influenced by these factors. 


Furthermore, as a Muslim, the character and ahadith of Rasulull- 
ah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) exhorts us to consider one more 
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factor in the pricing, and that is to be a well wisher for the con- 
sumer, i.e. looking into his best interest also. Greed should never 
overtake our emotions and pockets, nor should we be oppor- 
tunists waiting to capitalize on the consumer’s desperation for 
the work or his naivety about the pricing. Well wishing and fair- 
ness should be our guide and in this way we will certainly secure 
barakah (the happiness and blessing of Allah) in our earnings. 


RENTING OUT WITH CONDITIONS 
: I will appreciate it if you could please assist me with 
checking if the following arrangement is correct according 


to our Shariah : 


1. I owna townhouse which I had bought to earn rental in- 
come. 


2. Because of various factors, I find it convenient to enter into 
an arrangement with Zaid on the following terms: 


2.1 Zaid will rent the townhouse from me for a fixed amount 
of R2,500 per month for a negotiated period. 


2.2 We will enter into a standard lease agreement as com- 
monly used for residential purposes. 


2.3 This lease agreement will stipulate that Zaid is additional- 
ly responsible for: 


2.3.1 All repairs and maintenance excluding repairs for dam- 
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ages caused by fire or natural occurrences like floods, earth- 
quakes etc. 


2.3.2 All levies, special levies and rates and taxes. 
2.4 Atthe end of the lease term, Zaid will return the town- 
house to me free of defects, fair wear and tear excluded. 


2.5 Should we wish to continue or cancel this arrangement, 
then each party will give the other 120 days notice. 

3. Zaid has the expertise to find tenants, administer the rental 
collection, upkeep the premises and liaise with the body corpo- 
rate etc as a result of which I agree that he be allowed to on let 
the premises for whatever rate he deems fit. ] am aware that in 
the complex, these units are let out for about R5,000. By Zaid 
doing so, Iam aware that after paying me the monthly rental 
of R2,500 as well as paying the levies etc, he will be left with a 
surplus. I feel he is entitled to this surplus as it saves me a lot of 
inconvenience. 


4. Zaid does not want to enter into the normal rental collec- 
tion arrangement as used by estate agents where they collect the 
rent on your behalf, pay your accounts, deduct their negotiated 
commission and pay over the balance to you. 


In consideration of the above proposed arrangement with Zaid, 
I will appreciate it if you could confirm whether it is Shariah 
compliant or not. If not, how could it be structured so as to 
arrive at the same result where Zaid pays me R2,500 per month, 
and additionally pays all the amounts as per paragraph 2.3, 
thereafter keeping the balance for himself ? 
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: The conditions stipulated in 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 of your ques- 

tionnaire that Zaid will be additionally responsible for all 
repairs and maintenance and all levies, special levies and rates 
and taxes are not Shariah Compliant. 


In principle the landlord is entitled to the rental in lieu of the 
tenant benefiting from the usufruct of the property. 

The conditions in 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 are contrary to the nature of 
Ijarah. The landlord being the owner of the property is respon- 
sible for ownership expenses, repairs, maintenance, levies, rates 
and taxes. If ownership expenses are put upon the tenant, that 
will render the ijarah invalid. 


Consider the following express reference. 


ang 


JIU) 25585... (Va duds) 56 loo (idl 4287 We JSS Ball gt) GUA)! boul Silos! LA 
(64 16 (jlemrkl 9)) Gale Gul dubleg yleérkl yall)... B80 gl... 


Repairs and maintenance on the tenant is included in 


“ yal 4556" 
which invalidates the Ijarah. 


All levies and rates and taxes on the tenant are included in 


«mo 922 


ge 


which also invalidates the Ijarah. 


This is further explained in much detail in the following refer- 
ence. 
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(74 16 (job! 25) 


The alternative is as mentioned by you in point 4, but Zaid is 
not comfortable with that. 


There is no way that you as a landlord can hire a property and 
be hassle free. One possible consideration could be that Zaid 
hires the property from you for R1500. He upgrades the proper- 
ty with your permission and sublets it at a higher rental. 


The risk is Zaid could still refuse voluntary repairs and mainte- 
nance and demand that such expenses be borne by you. 


V4 16 (stork! 99) Gyles os! dblos sbeehl pall (e5sy).(g85 dl’)... (Gal 


FIQH OF RENTING OUT PROPERTY 


: What is the Shariah ruling for a Muslim to hire his prop- 
erty to a non-Muslim in the following situations: 


¢ For residential purposes. A devout Christian or Hindu will 
pray in the house thereby committing kufr and shirk. 


¢ General Purposes 


« Pick and Pay, Checkers, Spar etc. These business houses also 
sell haram meat for example pork and meat not slaughtered 
according to Shari rights of Zabah as well. Alcoholic beverages 
are also sold. 
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e Bank. It is well known that a bank deals in interest and other 
non-Shariah compliant deals. 


¢ Bar. Intoxicants will be sold and the rentals could be from the 
proceeds of those sales. 


At times, a shopping mall is for sale and a Muslim wishes to 
buy the mall. However the existing tenants are a bank, haram 
food oulet etc. Can a Muslim buy such a shopping mall know- 
ing that he will be bound by the lease agreement with such 
tenants. 


« A group of Muslims businessmen wish to put up a mall but 
they are required by law to have a bank and a food outlet as 
their tenants. It is not easy to turn down such tenants who nor- 
mally pay a good rental especially during an economic crisis. 


We understand that non-Muslims are not bound by Shariah 
Laws. Similarly, Muslims are permitted to deal with non-Mus- 
lims. What is the Shariah ruling on all these issues? Could you 
explain to us the broad guidelines on these issues. Your advise 
and observation will also be appreciated. 


A The Fugaha have considered the different situations 
of Muslims dealing with non-Muslims and according- 
ly issued decrees based on the principles that govern such is- 
sues. For example in Kufa Muslims interacted with non-Mus- 
lims and used to do dealings with them. The issue of a 
Muslim hiring his property to a non-Muslim selling wine is 
discussed. This analogy will be the core of our discussion 
According to Imam Abu Hanifa ramatullahi alayh, it is permis- 
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sible for a Muslim to hire his property to a non-Muslim who 
sells wine. In contrast to this view, the view of Imam Abu Yusuf 
and Imam Muhammad rahmatullah alayhima, the two famous 
students of Imam Abu Hanifa rahmatullah alayh is that it is 

not permissible. This is the view of the other three schools of 


thought. 


The ideal ruling will be that it is not permissible for a Muslim to 
hire his property to a non-Muslim to sell wine as this is 


Staal) deailel" 
Allah Taala says, 


eh J ihe Ys 
And do not assist in sin 
(Qur'an 5:2) 
However, in view of the many challenges a Muslim faces in the 
economic world, the prudence of the view of Imam Abu Hanifa 
rahmatullah alayhi is clearly demonstrated. According to Imam 
Abu Hanifa rahmatullah alayh it is permissible for a Muslim to 
hire his property to a non-Muslim who sells liquor - the rentals 
received will be halal. 


The rationale behind this ruling is that the landlord has hired the 
usufruct of his property to the non-Muslim and receiving a ben- 
efit in lieu of the usufruct. He does not have anything to do with 
the activity of the tenant. The activities of the tenant are inde- 
pendent of the landlord. He is solely responsible for what he does. 


Accordingly, a Muslim can hire his property to non-Muslim 
business, like Pick & Pay, a non-Muslim food outlet, a Bank etc. 
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When we research the views of our Akabireen on this issue, we 
observe that they also have considered the view of Imam Abu 
Hanifa rahmatullah alayh and created a leeway for following his 
view. 
O44/4 sdaugll goltdll ) Slpacabl d LS « log) BE YlS AU deny daze gl wus jlo pat! ad pal ay @Lubl ge (pod! ebeal |3] 
(Aytutiy die 
shad ygQldl 25g WB AbGSUI gb Bo slasdl Lily ( quolll cle Logis Y) Lol,S gl ( dB SII olgauy Cans Sule] ) 5le (9) sabe! IG 
dle] BW GUS (fay Y WSs ( pail 4d gle of dmg of dues of 50 cag déed ) dail Jal lglol lle GY BSI! slg pads lad all 
a3 « BV! CulB yg Auarh! Ae 
Yo « pebull Syog 201 Guay Ligla « Cul dsdte le Sylepl SM Lal ous Win ( pl] Can Bylo] jles algB ) alll deny Gauule Gul UlBs 
Oe PU! m9 2d Go gal of lgizay Y Goo Arle! guS shad «die daa elkid jbre gis oliuk! iad) duankl Lé]9 4d duase 
( suse 293/6 cslircbl 29 ) USTs algal! G altos pues gab jm 1d Bake Ged) YY gins jl> Kul opel gf aT ale dalle pbs! 
BSI Cag Bsha] Sle coins ( Slyadly pad ad clay sh dang ol dy of sb cagy Seri Capp Bslols ) sabll daoy UB gb joel dlaSS as 
Vo odtlle ll de Isiglstio } Ube ag) US US 05): WSs plop UgB Ming olgaull d pad ud Ele ol qugrral 5b Cay of lagen ideee! 
0g jolt | sty devark| Lalo dd duase Yo eubuill omg 3,00) Land Migl Cap! dmbie de Sylopl Gl dls { Slormlls ail Ue lgiglss 
opel gf ail aude ulallg dy ogly oo pH! ze of Loss bash of git Y Gh dysledl euS ylog o-$bl J] Wd deni hid 445 slide 
steel gd ajsly pat! pas slab) coe gig Vo see] US coe Sgig V ogi olgully onS i]s Sales Gyo ad wy Vo jlo Sul 
Bol pLapl Slab lyd Loge @ lelo « dod al LyLal CIE GW 1 43g5U olgus Lhe [gl pA5Ul Slab soglas sles M3 piLapl Sled seal 
( sprees <202/8 38 II jong)! ALAS ) puclll B lad gis MS 


FUDICIARY INTEREST, USUFRUCTURY INTEREST 
AND BARE DOMINIUM 


: Is it permissible to donate in one lifetime or bequeth in 
ones will, a fiduciary interest, usufructury interest or bare 
dominium? 

A: We have studied Section 62 - Valuation of South African 
Tax Law. You specifically referred to fiduciary interest, usufruc- 
tury interest and bare dominium. 

A summary of our understanding on the issue of reference is: 
A person offers the usufruct of his property to a person on con- 
dition that the usufruct is passed over to another person upon 
the death of the first person, the initial recipient of the usufruct 
of the property does not become the absolute owner of the 
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property until the second person passes away in his lifetime. It 
is only then the first person becomes the absolute owner of the 


property. 


According to Shariah, the concept of fiduciary and fideicom- 

missary as explained in the law is not compatible with Shariah. 
Essentially, the owner of the property offers the usufruct of the 
property with suspended ownership of the actual property. The 
fiduciary’s ownership is suspended upon the fideicommissary’s 


death. 


Similarly, the fideicommissary’s absolute ownership of the prop- 
erty is only upon the fiduciary’s death. 

According to Shariah when an item is offered as a gift, it must 
be complete and absolute and not suspended on any future 
event. Furthermore, in the example cited to explain the concept 
of fiduciary and fideicommissary, it appears that a close family 
member, (potential heir in Shariah) qualifies for this type of 
gifting. 


This further compounds the problem as that is tantamount to 
making a bequest in favour of an heir which is clearly prohibit- 
ed in Shariah. 

The second issue is of the usufructuary interest and bare do- 
minium. This has some basis in Shariah with some variation. 
According to Shariah, it is permissible to make a bequest of a 
usufruct in ones will with two conditions: 


a. The bequest must not be in favour of an heir. 
b.The bequest must be within 1/3 rd of the nett estate. 
The example cited of the wife as a recipient of the usufruct will 
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not be Shariah Compliant as she is an heir. 

A bequest of usufruct for a non heir from within 1/3 of the nett 
estate for any period of time is valid. The bare dominium will 
belong to the heirs and they will have control of the property 
upon the expiry of the bequest. 


The above serves to merely broadly explain the issue and should 
not be taken as a conclusive explanation on the issue as in legal 
terms there is a difference between usufruct and habitatio. 
Alfatawa Alwalwalijiyyah Vol 5 Pg 401-2 


GIFTING OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 


: Please explain/comment on the following: 

1. What are the conditions for gifting of a residential prop- 
erty to one of the children for it to be valid according to Shari- 
ah? 


2. Is a “Deeds of Donation” acceptable in Shariah (the asset is 
not transferred immediately but at the time of death). 


3. To avoid donations tax legal experts are advising that the tes- 
tator bequeath the property to an heir in a Will. The argument 
is based on the testator’s niyat which is to donate it while he was 
alive. 


4. A father wants his sons and daughters to inherit equally. He is 
being advised by legal experts to put his assets in a Special Trust 
making his children equal beneficiaries. Is this permissible by 
Shariah? 
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:1) The gifting of a residential property will be valid in Sha- 
riah with the following conditions. 
a) Offer-the owner must offer his property as a gift 
b) Acceptance-The donee must accept the gift. 
c) Possession-The donee must take possession of the gifted 
item.(Al Hidaya Vol 3 Pg 222, Maktaba Darul Ahya Turath 
Al‘arabi) 


The overall purpose of these conditions are the owner must gift 
the item in such a way that he relinquishes all rights over the 
property and has no claim over the property. 

2, 3) It is permissible to make use of a legal loophole to over- 
come taxes. If a person intends to gift his property to his son, 
for example in his lifetime, he should fulfill the conditions as 
stated in answer nol. He may also register a deeds of donation 
to overcome taxes. To avoid confusion, he should prepare an 
external document stating that the house in reference belongs 
to his son and was gifted in your lifetime. 


4) Inheritance is upon and after death. When a person passes 
away, the Shariah laws of Inheritance and Succession will apply. 
The sons share is twice the share of the daughter. This is ex- 
pressly stated in the Quran. 


so be J Sty 
...For the male is (the share) equivalent of two females... 
(Quran 4:11) 
The mechanism of a special trust as advised by the legal experts 
in reference to make ones children, males and females equal 
beneficiaries after death is unfortunately incorrect. The trust 
must be designed according to the Shariah laws of Inheritance. 
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DUA TO MAKE ONES WIFE BEAUTIFUL 


: I would like to know what are the sunna to follow for my 

wife, so that she becomes more beautiful. Is there any dua or 
sunna we have to make so that my wife become more beautiful? 
Alhamdulliah my wife is beautiful but since i live in a country like 
Australia sometimes when I see other non-muslim girls wearing 
short dresses, i feel like wish my wife were more beautiful. How 
can i stop it? Iam trying my best to stop looking at other girls but 
its very hard. Even sometimes other girls just come in front of 
me while I am in the train, bus or on street. Is there any dua for 
it so that i can stay away from this sin and make my heart filled 
with love only for my wife and see her as most beautiful wife in 
my eyes? 


: MashaAllah, your desire to be content with your wife 

and regard her as the most beautiful woman in your eyes 
is commendable. We make du‘a that Allah Taala fulfills your 
wish. Aameen. 


You state your wife is beautiful but when you see other woman, 
you feel your wife should be more beautiful. Beauty is compet- 
itive. One excels the other. Assuming you see the most beauti- 
ful woman today, for how long will she be the most beautiful 
person in your sight? 
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Within a short period you may see someone even more beauti- 
ful. The beauty of the previous most beautiful person will now 
be insignificant. Now someone else is most beautiful! There is 
no ending in competing beauties. The levels of beauty are in- 
finite. You will never ever be completely satisfied with the most 
beautiful woman. The beauty of a woman is relative and also 
limited. This is a reality and one cannot deny this. 


If one does not put a block on himself and exercises restraint in 
looking at women with competing beauties, he will get addict- 
ed to the sickness of enjoying the beauties, form and shape of 
women. 


This is similar to a drug addict, or an alcoholic. He faces some 
problems in life and takes one dose that puts him on a “high” 
and takes him away from the world of reality to the world of 
fantasy. That escape is temporary. When he gets sober, the prob- 
lem is bigger. Similarly, when a married person goes on a “high” 
with the form, shape and beauty of a woman, that is also short 
lived with no fulfillment. 

When he faces the reality of life, he then realizes the harms of 
the evil act of not controlling one’s eyes. The heart and mind of 
such a person is caught up with another womans appearance 
and now suddenly his wife who he cherished so much is not 
that beautiful. This then has a rippling effect in ones marriage, 
anger, attitude, fights, bedroom complications etc. This is exact- 
ly what Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam explained: 


Ligh Sal elie be Sz 
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The sight of a person (at the opposite gender) is a spear from 
the spears of shaitan.(Mustadrak Hakim Vol. 4 Pg. 349) 


Just one sight on a woman and see the damage. The sight on a 
woman is like touching a live wire, it shocks. 


The simple solution is as prescribed in the Quran: 
gia Ug yb als 5) gS) S51 LS ober o5S 1ybabdss paylail Jo gad Guohal) 


Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and 
guard their modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: 
And Allah is well acquainted with all that they do 

(Quran 24:30) 


To lower the gaze is avoiding the problem. This seems to be 

a tough command. When one lowers his gaze, he fears he is 
losing out on the beautiful sight. In reality when he brings the 
courage and bears that pain of not seeing the woman, he saves 
himself from a bigger pain. Besides that, to bear the pain of not 
seeing the beauty of woman out of fear for Allah gives rise to 
the sweetness of imaan. That pain is for the pleasure of Allah. If 
you are in an unavoidable situation of woman, guard your eyes 
to the best of your ability. If your eyes fall on a woman, turn it 
away. Don't feed the heart and soul with more of it. A person's 
nafs and eyes are in his control. He has the strength to control 
them. All it requires is courage and focus on the pleasure of 


Allah. 


Exercising restraint and controlling ones gaze gives one an un- 
paralleled enjoyment of Iman. 
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USING INTEREST MONEY TO BUILD TOILETS 


: Can interest money b used to pay for toilet facility and 
whudu kahans for an orphanage? 


: There are two views among the Ulama regarding the dis- 
posal of interest money received from the bank: 
1) The first view is that such interest money can only be given 
to the poor who are entitled to receive Zakat (i.e. they must not 
possess the nisab of Zakat). It is also necessary that the recipi- 
ents are granted ownership and possession of the wealth (tam- 
leek al-fugaraa). According to this view, it is not permissible to 
utilise such interest money directly in public welfare projects, 
such as building roads, bridges and public toilets etc. 
(Fatawa Mahmudiya: 241431, Maktaba Mahmudiya) 


2) The second view is that in addition to giving such interest 
money to the poor, it is permissible to use such interest mon- 
ey directly in public welfare projects. According to this view, 
granting of ownership to the poor (tamleek al-fuqaraa) is not a 
requirement. 


(Fatawa Raheemiya: 9/279-282, Darul Ishaat)* 

(Kifayatul Mufti: 7/105, Darul Ishaat) 

The first view is more precautionary (ahwat) whereas the sec- 
ond view is more accommodating (awsa). 

In view of the different academic views, there is a leeway to use 
interest money received from the bank for the construction of 
toilets and ablution facility for an orphanage. 


of 
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Note: 

As a general rule, no Muslim by his free choice should deposit 
his money in an interest-bearing account. A non interest-bear- 
ing account should be utilised for the purpose. If there are any 
intricacies, a mufti should be consulted. 


3 DAYS / 40 DAYS OR 4 MONTHS JAMAAT. Is IT PERMISSIBLE? 


: What is your opinion about going out in Jamat for 3 days/ 
40 days / or 4 months? What are the basis of these specific 
days from Quran and Sunnah? 


:A brief introduction to Tabligh Jama‘ah and their objec- 

tives. Tabligh literally means ‘to convey. Contextually, it 
refers to conveying the message of Islam. This is thesunnah of 
all the prophets. The most important rule of Tabligh is hikmah. 
Allah Taala says in the Holy Quran: 


diuodl Uae gbly IaSodls chy ue ull gal 


Invite (people) to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good 
counsel.(Qur’an, 16:125) 


Whosoever does Tabligh must adopt hikmah. It is only then, 
that people will understand and accept. 


The system conducted by the Tabligh Jama‘ah was initiated by 
Hazrat Mowlana Ilyas Saheb rahimahullah. He observed that 
people were too engrossed in their worldly activities and had for- 
gotten the objective for which they had been sent to this world. 
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He realized that they had to free some time from their worldly 
engagements, to sit and ponder about Allah Taala and their pur- 
pose for being sent to this world. Therefore, he started calling 
people to the masjid, and reminded them about Allah Taala and 
His greatness. Initially people rebuked him, they discouraged 
him and used to say that they had no time for all of this; but as 
time went by, they realized the truth behind it and the need for 
it, and started joining him in calling others towards Allah Taala. 
Thereafter, when more people started joining this work, a few 
guidelines had to be set, to make sure that the work was done in 
a proper manner. Different time periods of 3 days, 40 days, etc. 
were set, so that people knew for how long they had to be away, 
and could make the necessary arrangements for that period. 


Their objective is that each and every Muslim adopts the Islamic 
way in all aspects of life. They do not advice anyone to leave all 
their daily activities and join this work, but they encourage peo- 
ple to take out some time from their daily engagements so that 
the rest of the time could be spent in accordance to the teachings 
of Islam. Spending time in the path of Allah is not the objective 
of the work, but rather it acts as a motivation to practice on all 
other aspects of Deen. 


Proof from Qur'an and Hadith 
‘There are many verses of the Quran and the Ahadith of Nabi 
sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam that support the practice of Tabligh. 


Hereunder are a few of them: 


From the Holy Quran: 
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1. 
dimod alae gblo daSodly ely daw J] gol 
Invite (people) to the way of your lord with wisdom and good 
counsel. 
(Qur'an, 16:125) 


2. 
Sihl Ge Jeane Bosebl dorobs ned! J] Sed del pSio YSU 
And there has to be a group of people from among you who call 
towards good and prevent from evil. 
(Qur'an, 3:104) 


=F 

Opalubl Yo (ti) Bg ledbo Lacy aul Yl ler jae Ved Gusel Gag 
And who is better in utterance than the one who called people 
towards Allah, and acts righteously and says, “I am one of those 
who submit themselves (to Allah Tala). 
(Qur'an, 41:33) 


From the Ahadith of Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam: 


4.Hazrat Abu Saeed radhiyallahu ‘anhu narrates that he heard 
Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam saying, “Whosoever witnesses a 
forbidden act being committed, he should prevent it by the use 
of his hands; if he is unable to do so, then he should prevent it 
with his tongue; if he is unable to do so, he should at least con- 


sider it a vice in his heart; and this is a very low level of Iman’. 
(Sahih Muslim Vol.2 Pg.211/2 - Darul Marifah) 


5.It has been reported on the authority of Nu‘ man bin Bashir 
radhiyallahu ‘anhu that Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam said, 
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“There are people who do not transgress the limits (laws) of 
Allah Taala, and there are others who do so. They are like two 
groups who boarded a ship; one of them settled on the upper 
deck, and the other on the lower deck of the ship. When the 
people of the lower deck needed water, they said, “Why should 
we cause trouble to the people of the upper deck when we can 
have plenty of water by making a hole in our deck”. Now, if the 
people of the upper deck do not prevent this group from such 
foolishness, all of them will perish; but if they stop them, they 
will be saved” (Sahih Al Bukhari Vol.3 Pg.152 - Darul fikr) 


The objection that 3 days, 40 days, 4 month going in the path of 
Allah is not in the Qur'an and Sunnah. 


It is a commandment of Shari‘ah to acquire knowledge, but the 
manner in which the Madris are established today, is not prov- 
en through Qur'an and Sunnah. Up until the recent past, the 
scholars used to teach in themasjids of their respective towns 
and villages. The students had to go to different scholars to learn 
the different sciences. No arrangements of food or boarding 
were made. However, the zeal for knowledge had decreased as 
time went by, and the scholars felt it necessary to establish the 
system of Darul Ulams Darul Ulums as is established today. 
Nobody regards such a system to be bid’ah! 


Similarly, Shari'ah has commanded us to do the work of Ta- 
bligh. This work used to be done on an individual basis. The 
learned people used to preach people and prevent them from 
all vices. As time went on, vice started prevailing, and people 
had stopped doing the work on an individual basis; therefore, a 
collective effort had to take place, and rules had to be set up for 
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the work to carry on in order. 
Importance of seeking knowledge 


We accept the fact that it is important to seek knowledge, and 
certain aspects of Deen are such that it is compulsory for each 
and every Muslim to know them. There are millions of Muslims 
in the world. It is not practically possible that all these Muslims 
join Darul Ulams and madaris or (as mentioned by the Shaykh) 
sit in the masjid and acquire knowledge, as is the custom in , etc. 
All the Muslims in the world will not be prepared to do this, nor 
can the Darul Ulams and madaris accommodate such a big body 
of students. Therefore, a different mechanism had to be adopted. 


It was observed that only the minority that were in Darul Ulams 
and madaris were acquiring knowledge, and the vast majority 
was too engrossed in worldly activities, resulting in the igno- 
rance of even the basic principles of Deen. Therefore, a method 
was engineered where the Muslims were requested to take out 
some time from their daily engagements and come to the masjid. 
Here they were reminded about Allah Taala and how ignorant 
they were of the teachings of Islam. This led them to spending 
more time in the path of Allah and eventually they were educated 
with the basic teachings of Islam. 


It is apparent today that anyone who spends atleast 40 days in 
the path of Allah is acquainted with the basic rulings of salat, 
wudu, etc. and also learns to recite those suras of the Quran that 
are read frequently in salat. Moreover, the work of Tabligh has 
created awareness for the lack of knowledge in Muslims in the 
past few years, resulting in more students joining madaris and 
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the opening up of more Darul Ulams and madaris. 
The position of knowledge in Tabligh Jama‘ah 


Tabligh Jamat does not discourage people from acquiring 
knowledge, but rather it acts as an encouragement for people 
to go seek knowledge. The teachings of Tabligh Jama‘ah are 
based on “six points’, the third point of which is “ilm (knowl- 
edge) and zikr (remembrance of Allah Taala)”. When the broth- 
ers who go out in the path of Allah, the virtues of knowledge 
are read to them and they are encouraged to go to the schol- 
ars of Deen to acquire knowledge of the rulings of Islam. The 
students and teachers of schools and madaris are discouraged 
to disrupt their studies for the work of da‘ wah, but they are in- 
spired to give their free time for this work. There are extrem- 
ists that give preference to da‘ wah over knowledge, but this is 
totally against the teachings of the seniors of Tabligh Jama‘ah. 


Propagating without knowledge 


It is true that one should not preach what one does not know. 
However, not having knowledge in one field does not mean that 
one cannot propagate at all. There is no one present on the face 
of the earth who can say that he has mastered all fields, or even 
one field for that matter. Knowledge is so vast that no creation 
can encompass it. Therefore, we cannot say that one should wait 
till he has perfected his knowledge in order to propagate it. It is 
enough for a person to know one aspect of Deen to propagate 
that aspect to another person. We also understand from the Aha- 
dith of Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam that he ordered the Sa- 
habahradiallahu ‘anhum to propagate whatever they heard from 
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Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam, even if it was one sentence. 


«oe AT gla As Igsly » JB - glug ayle dl glo - ll al spac Gy dll 4s ye 


It has been narrated on the authority of Abdullah bin Amr 
radhiyallahu ‘anhu that Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam said, 
“Convey (my teachings) to the people even if it were a single 
verse or sentence (from theQur'an or the Sunnah ...”. 


(Sahih Al Bukhari Vol.4 Pg.175 - Darul fikr) 


Similarly, the brothers who go out in the path of Allah discuss the 
“six points” with those who have spent more time than them. After 
they are well acquainted with the “six points’, they are allowed to 
give talks in the mosque. They are advised to speak only within the 
“six points” and not speak anything besides that. In this way, they 
propagate only what they know and not what they do not know. 
Only the qualified scholars are allowed to elaborate on issues oth- 
er than the “six points’. This is the reason why most of the broth- 
ers that take part in the work of Tabligh do not answer questions 
posed onageedah and rules of Islamic jurisprudence. Anyone who 
poses such questions is asked to consult an ‘alim for an answer. 


It has also been the concern of the seniors of the work of Ta- 
bligh that many of the Jama ‘ahs go out in the path of Allah 
without a single ‘alim in the whole Jama‘ah. They are trying to 
rectify this situation by inviting more scholars to do this work. 
However, they make sure that there are at least one or two ‘ul- 
ama in everyJama ‘ah that is sent to another country. 
Misquoting the Ahadith of Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam 

It is a great sin to falsely attribute anything to Nabi sallallahu 
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‘alaihi wasallam. Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallamhas said: 
JULI] yo odsie lgcld liaio le dS og 


Whoever tells a lie against me intentionally, then surely let him 
occupy his seat in the (hell) fire. (Sahih Al Bukhari Vol.4 Pg.175 
- Darul fikr) 


It is a sad fact that scholars and the general masses are all involved 
in this malpractice of misquoting theAhadith of Nabi sallallahu 
‘alaihi wasallam. Incidents and sayings are taken from books and 
other talks, and attributed to Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam 
without trying to figure out if they are authentic or fabricated. This 
malpractice is not found only amongst those brothers who are in- 
volved in Tabligh Jama‘ ah, but isacommon practice of many of the 
speakers who want to spice up their talks with interesting stories. 


The seniors of Tabligh Jama‘ah discourage the others from 
quoting such narrations, but there are many who do not adhere 
to this advice. However, it will not be advisable for one to aban- 
don the work of Tablighbecause of these speakers, but rather 
join the work and correct this malpractice. 

It is because of the fear of misquoting the narrations of Nabi sal- 
lallahu ‘alaihi wasallam that the brothers ofTabligh Jama‘ah at- 
tribute the narrations to their seniors and say that ‘so and so said 
it. In this way they are saved from attributing those narrations to 
Nabisallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam of which they have no knowledge. 


The ones nearer to you have more right: 
We accept the fact that the ones nearer to you have more right, 
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and you should propagate to them before you start propagating 
to others. Allah Taala mentions in the Holy Qur'an: 


Lyle nkuolg Sslalls clLal alg 
Bid your family to perform Salah, and adhere to it yourself. 
(Verse: 20:132) 


However, this does not mean that one has to wait till everyone 
in his family and locality has come totally upon Islam before 

he could propagate to others. Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam 
did not wait for the whole of Makkah Mukarramah to accept 
Islam before he went to Taif. All madaris do not wait till every- 
one in that town or village becomes an ‘alim before they accept 
students from other towns or countries. Similarly, the brothers 
involved in Tabligh go out in the path of Allah, but they are also 
doing this work in their locality when they are not out in the 
path of Allah. 


Moreover, this objection needs to be justified only if we assume 
that the brothers go out in the path of Allah to rectify the oth- 
ers, whereas, their objective of going out in the path of Allah is 
to rectify themselves. We have mentioned above that spending 
time in the path of Allah is not the objective of the work, but 
rather it acts as a motivation to practice on all other aspects of 
Deen. The objective is to be involved inmasjidwar amal after 
they return home. Masjidwar amal includes doing gusht (going 
door to door) in the locality and reading ‘the book of virtues of 
good deeds’ at home. 


Ref: Taken mainly from Fatawa Mahmtdiyah Vol.4 Pgs.228-243 
(Jjami’a Fartigiyah) 
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And Allah Taala Knows best 


Mufti Abu Yahya, 
Sri Lanka 


Checked and approved with the following additions with re- 
gards to 3 days/40days and 4 months: 


The principle and simple response to this objection is, 


. One is a general order of Shari'ah. For example Da‘ wah 
and Tabligh, seeking Knowledge etc. 
. The other is the procedure in carrying out these orders. 


The procedure to do da‘ wah and Tabligh, seeking knowledge 
etc. are subservient to Maslihah (prudence). Maslihah is a 
very important juristic principle and governs many orders of 
Shari ‘ah based on circumstances. 


It is the wisdom of a wise person/s to understand circumstances 
and guide and act accordingly. 


Rasulullah salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam wanted to rebuild the 
Kabah Sharif and include the Hatim area in it as it was excluded 
by the Arabs at the time of Jahiliyyah due to shortage of funds. 


. Consider, the Ka ba Shareef is the house of Allah. 

. It was built by His beloved prophet Ebrahim alayhis 
salam with the order of Allah. 

. The Kaba Shareef is a symbol of Allah on earth. 

. The final and most beloved Rasul of Allah salallahu 
alayhi wasallam expressed his desire to rebuild the Kaba and 
include the Hateem in the enclosed part of the Kaba. 
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Inspite of such overwhelming positive points, Rasulullah 
salallahu alayhi wasallam decided against rebuilding the Ka‘ba 
as that was against Maslihah. 


The people would accuse Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam 
of starting a new religion and changing the symbols that are 
near and dear to them. That in turn would turn the people away 
from Islam. 


It is also important to consider that this consideration of Rasu- 
lullah salallahu alayhi wasallam was during his final Hajj. Mak- 
kah was conquered. Islam has spread and thousands entered 
into the fold of Islam already. Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasal- 
lam could have all had the support to change the Ka’ba. Yet he 
exercised restraint. All this was due to Maslihat. 


There are innumerable examples in Seerah of invoking the rule 
of Maslihah for purpose of Da‘ wah. A wise person looks be- 
yond the surface of the issue. 


Da‘ wah (propagation) is an integral part of Deen. It is actually 
one of the missions of Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam. In 
fact the mission of every prophet of Allah. 

Any person having insight on the history and life of the proph- 
ets will understand that the procedure ofda‘ wahh during the 
different prophets was circumstantial. Every prophet faced a dif- 
ferent challenge which required a different approach of da‘ wah. 
It is common knowledge, 


“The laws of one nation cannot govern the other” 
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Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam is the last prophet. His 
mission of Da‘wahh will remain till the day of judgement. 

The Ummat will face changing conditions all the time. 

What was the best method of da‘ wahh 1000 years ago, may not 
be the best now. New methods had to be introduced to achieve 
the common objective of Shari‘ah and Da‘ wahh. Surely, any 
new method must not violate any injunction of Shari‘ah. At 
the same time, Shari‘ah does not oppose introducing methods 
to uphold the common objectives of Shari‘ah. In fact to some 
extent Shari‘ah encourages it. 


dojlgb Cod ett] Cu5 15! 


When something is established, it will be with all its imperatives 
Take for example, Shari‘ah has emphasised on building Masa- 
jid. There are great rewards promised for a person that builds a 
Masjid. 


dell § adhe aU 8 aguas al 5 Gs 


Whosoever builds a Masjid for Allah's pleasure, Allah will build 
for him a similar in Jannah 

(Sunan Tirmidhi Shareef #318, Vol. 2 Pg 134) 

Building a Masjid is an expression of a person's Iman. 

However, what takes place before building a Masjid and what 
happens after a Masjid is built are all administrative issues left 
to the discretion of the person, for example: 


. Consulting appropriate people in the choice of the land. 


° Choosing a builder 


. Obtaining funds 
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° Drawing a constitution 

° Appointing an Imam 

. The daily activities in the Masjid 

There are no specific rules governing all the issues surrounding 
the building of a Masjid. However,, Shari‘ahdoes not oppose 
these issues as it is a means to achieve the objectives encourages 
in Shari'ah. 


Will anyone object to these issues in establishing Masjid? 
Can anyone claim, where is it in the Qur'an and Hadith to have 
a constitution for a Masjid? 


Where is it in the Qur'an that there should be specific talks and 
programmes in the Masjid? All this is left to the discretion of 
the trustees of the masjid. 


Similarly, Shari‘ah emphasizes on seeking knowledge of 

Shari‘ ah? There is no specific order of Shari‘ ah to learn Arabic. 
However, it is understood that he Arabic language is a medium 
to understand the Qur'an and Hadith. Hence, the learning of 
Sarf, Nahw, Fasahat and Balaghah etc. 


Similarly, there is no mention of establishing madrasahs and 
Darul Uliums with a five year or seven year curriculum. All 
these are based on careful thought, experiences and adminis- 
tering an agenda to achieve the objective of being educated in 


Shari ‘ah. 


Nowhere in the Quran it is stated to study specific subject or for 
a specific time period? 
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If these lawazimat (imperatives) of a masjid or becoming an 
Alim are not implemented, a masjid would not be built or not 
properly administered. There would not be well educated Ula- 
ma. 


This is also understood in the circular field. There is a need for 
doctors, lawyers, and other apprentices. 


It is only after a person spends a few years studying and doing 
apprenticeship in a particular field, is one qualified enough to 
practice in that field. To practice as a doctor without fulfilling 
these administrative requirements is termed as fraud. Will it be 
wise to question where is this in the Qur'an and the Hadith? 
How can such a huge responsibility of Da‘ wahh be fulfilled 
without undertaking training in the field ofDa‘ wahh. Da‘ wahh 
is not merely representing ones client in law. Da‘ wahh is not 
merely administering medicine or fixing someones lights like 
an electrician does! 


It is to guide mankind from the darkness of kufr to the lights of 
Iman and faith in Allah. 

It is to guide one from the attachment of their temporary mate- 
rialistic world to the everlasting hereafter. 

This is a huge and mammoth task. It requires the pain in the 
heart to witness kufr and shirk, to witness people treading the 
path to jahannam (hellfire). 


Once that pain is there, the rest follows - sacrifice with wealth 


and life. 


lit 
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This pain is inculcated by going out and witnessing the condi- 
tion of people immersed in their worldly life. Knowing some- 
thing can never be like personal experience. 


Slabs sal ual 
Information (of something) is not the same as witnessing 


(through eyes) 


Our Ulama have thus encouraged people to go out for a few 
days, 3 days, 40 days, 4 months to witness the condition of the 
people and feel the pain of Ghaflah (obliviousness) , kufr and 
shirk and then exert oneself to guide oneself and other on to 
Sirat al Mustaqeem. 
‘The best answer to your objections is join the work with experi- 
enced elders and witness the noor of the work yourself. 
No amount of explanation will fulfil you equivalent to your 
personal experience. 
There is a saying, 
The taste of the pudding lies in tasting it. 
Looking at the pudding will not make you understand the taste. 
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REGULATING THE MARKETS 


: [have one question regarding Trade and Industry in 
Ovisan and would like it answered with the view of large 
corporations or conglomerates. Thereafter please feel free to 
offer any advice to small/medium businesses and even if you 
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would like to refer me to any good source of literature on the 
acceptable conduct for businessmen within Islam. 

Is it permissible to regulate the flow of goods and services in 
order to obtain a premium on the eventual sale of those goods/ 
services? (i.e. withholding stocks so that market prices may 
surge)? 


: Islam is a complete way of life. Hence, just as emphasis 

has been placed on ibaadaat (worship), emphasis has also 
been placed on muasharaat (social ethics) and muamalaat (so- 
cial dealings) which includes business and economics. 


Business in Islam is not only about enriching oneself. It also 
serves as a means of benefiting and developing society. ‘There- 
fore, a system of sound rules and morals has been instituted in 
consideration of fellow human beings. As a result, any transac- 
tion which has an element of harm to an individual or society 
is abhorred in Shariah. It is precisely for this reason that price 
fixing etc has been declared as prohibited. 


Shariah promotes free trade and a competitive market. Every in- 
dividual is free to sell a commodity on whatever price he wishes. 
One person would thus sell his commodity on a hirer rate while 
another would sell the same item at a cheaper rate. Thus, a compe- 
tition is created in the market. In this approach, the independen- 
cy of the owner is maintained as well as benefit to the consumer. 


Ihtikaar (Regulation of the flow of goods, hoarding) has also 
been prohibited as ihtikaar is an expression of selfishness. Nabi 
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) has said 
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Whoever withholds, he is a sinner (al-Bayhaqi 6/29 Dar al Ku- 
tub al-ilmiyyah) 


However, the Fugaha have confined the prohibition of ihtikaar 
to food items. Therefore, in all other items, ihtikaar will be per- 
missible but discouraged. 


(dgabsd] LaSIl slo 94 yo 6 @ cpliged |) GbIe 998 Sool os 
MonEY MATTERS BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE 


: Please advise is it permissible for a wife to borrow money 

without the husband’s approval or having discussed this 
with him. Also there are numerous ahadith as to how the hus- 
band should treat his wife how should a wife treat her husband 
even if it comes to disagreeing on something with regards to her 
parents. Is it also right for a wife to override her husband if her 
parenst tell her to do something and the husband diasagrees.? 


: Jazakallah for writing to us with your question.Allow me 

to point out that the relationship between a couple should 
be one in which they consult each other on important matters at 
all times. Money can become a ‘bone of contention’ in a marriage 
and lead to lots of ill feeling and grief if problems that come up 
are not dealt with effectively and in a mature way. 


A couple should communicate with each other with respect, tol- 
erance and understanding rather than dealing with each other as 
if they are adversaries in a boxing ring or worse. Allah Taala did 
not allow marriage so that two people may hurt and destroy each 
other. Rather, marriage between man and woman is to bring 
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about greater good for the couple, their families and society as 
a whole. 


To be forthright brother, I need you to question yourself. What 
has led to the wife having to borrow money (why does the wife 
have a need to borrow money) from someone. Who is she bor- 
rowing the money from and what does she intend to do with the 
money? Is it not possible to discuss this with her? 


You ask if it right for a wife to override her husband and be diso- 
bedient towards him. As long as her husband is not asking her to 
indulge in haraam and unacceptable matters, she has to obey her 
husband. Her first allegiance is towards her husband and not to 
her parents although she has to always respect and love her par- 
ents. Ifa husband has valid and reasonable reasons for stopping 
his wife from doing certain things that could affect their marital 
relationship negatively, she should by all means do whatever is 
within her power to not only obey her husband but also support 
him in an effort to maintain harmony in the marriage. 

The harmony in a marriage cannot only be maintained by one 
spouse. It needs hard work, commitment, understanding, toler- 
ance, cooperation and patience from both spouses. If one spouse 
decides that she/he wants to do what she/he wants to and disre- 
gard the partner, then problems are bound to occur and escalate. 
This will be detrimental to the whole family as is can lead to the 
breakdown of the relationship. 


I urge you to ask a learned scholar to assist you with your marital 
problems if you have not had success by asking her parents to in- 
tervene and help with the matter. I also urge youto takea closelook 
at how you have been managing your marital issues and examine 
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whether you have been unfair and overlooked your wife's rights 
in any way that could have led to her behaving the way she does. 
May Allah Taala ease your difficulties and grant both of you the hi- 
dayah to seek His pleasure by practicing the Sunnah of our belov- 
ed Nabi (Sallallaahu alayhi wassallam)in your marriage, ameen. 


FEMALE DOCTOR IN NIQAAB 


: 1 ma doctor from USA. I finished my medical school 
from pakistan while I was admitted there by scholarship so 
I left usa to go to pakistan. 


Their I joined the madrasa and started niqaab. After my study 
is complete I had to come back to usa because my father is here 
who is the one who actually supports me. 


Now my father is not accepting my nigaab at all and everything 
I go to find a job as a doctor he discourages me and I have found 
it so hard to find a doctor position in usa. 

I have no other choice. I m not married yet that I can convince 
my husband to move. My dad is so authoritative and he is hyper- 
tensive and depressive patient. If I argue with him or even tell 
him politely his bp shoots and he has to take medicines. Please 
guide me the right path. I m very upset and I want to continue 
my career as a doctor but I m not ready to take my niqaab off. 


: Jazakillah khayr for writing to us regarding, firstly your 
difficulties in trying to please Allah Taala and on the other 
hand trying to please your father also. Sister, do please remember 
that no matter what your father says to you, you have to respect 
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him and speak gently to him. I understand that it can be very 
frustrating, upsetting and difficult to talk to someone about why 
you are wearing a niqab. It is also important to be aware that your 
parents always deserve to be respected. 


You are totally within your rights to wear niqab. You do not have 
to give it up if you do not wish to do so as it appears that to you, 
pleasing Allah Taala is more important than pleasing human 
beings. So when your father starts challenging or attacking you, 
silently (in your mind) make dua for him and also make istigfar 
but avoid answering and retaliating. You know that you are in his 
house and at present you have nowhere else to go. Not that Iam 
saying you should leave but as long as you are with him, try by all 
means to keep the peace. 


You are the younger one and it is Allah Taala's commandment 
that we should not even say “oof” to our parents. I can under- 
stand that it will be difficult to get a job as a doctor in USA as 
conditions have turned against Muslims as a whole. 


How about thinking of doing some other studies from home that 
will allow you to earn and grow in your field until conditions im- 
prove? I know it is difficult not to be able to practice in the field 
of your qualification but I guess you need to become creative in 
how you deal with the difficulties. Many doctors in South Africa 
are studying parallel medicine like Tibb medicine / acupuncture/ 
homeopathic and flourishing from their own practices. 
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I do not understand the part of your question where you men- 
tion that ‘yet I can convince my husband to move. Are you say- 
ing you are getting married or married already and you want to 
move elsewhere? Sister do not despair. Your father will InshaAl- 
lah understand the virtue of your choice sometime in the future. 
Consider this as your test from Allah Taala. 


Perhaps your sincerity is being tested and Allah Taala is draw- 
ing you closer to Him by placing this difficulty before you. Do 
remember that our predecessors gave up their homes, wealth 
and even lost their lives so that deen could to us and the future 
generations. Perseverance, patience, dua and steadfastness are 
required from you. You have much work with respect to your 
deen. Who knows, you may become one of the great ladies of 
Islam by inviting many hundreds to deen and a pure way of life. 
May Allah Tala ease your difficulties, keep you steadfast on im- 
aan, guide your father and your family towards obeying Allah 
Taala’s commandments, ameen. You may write again if you wish. 
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GIVING AWAY ONES WEALTH BEFORE DEATH 


: I've heard that ifa man distributes all his property among 

heirs and then his death occurrs, it can be said that he left 
the world as a poor man. In this process, it can be said that, gath- 
ering property is not a problem if it can be distributed before 
death. Is it true? 


: On the authority of Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqas radiallahu anhu, 

it is narrated that he said that the Nabi of Allah salallahu 
alayhi wasallam visited me at Makkah while I was ill. I said (to 
him), “Ihave property; May I bequeath all my property in Allah's 
Cause?” He said, “No.” I said, “Half of it?” He said, “No.” I said, 
“One third of it?” He said, “One-third (is alright), yet it is still too 
much, for youd better leave your inheritors wealthy than leave 
them poor, begging of others. 


Whatever you spend will be considered a Sadaqah for you, even 
the morsel of food you put in the mouth of your wife. Perhaps 
Allah may let you recover, so that some people may benefit by 
you and others be harmed by you.” 

(Sahih Bukhari 7/62) 

It is clear from this Hadith that: 


. Sayiduna Sa‘d radiallahu anhu was a wealthy person. 

° He wanted to distribute his wealth in his life time. 

. Rasulullah salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam advised him against 
that. 

. It is better to leave ones wealth as inheritance for ones 
heirs. 
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SELLING SATELITE DISHES 


: Is it permissible to install satellite dishes/dstv dishes that 
may receive both Islamic and non Islamic channels for the 
purpose of income? 


A A satellite is an instrument of broadcasting multiple types 
of audio (telephone, radio etc.) and visual(T V/intenet) com- 
munication.(World Book Encyclopedia). The satellite is a general 
means of broadcasting and could be used to broadcast permis- 
sible and impermissible content. One is not actively responsible 
for listening or seeing the unislamic content relayed on radio, TV 
and internet; therefore installing satellite dishes as a source of in- 
come is permissible. If a person uses the satellite facility to listen 
or see unislamic content through any means, he will be respon- 
sible for the sin. (Fatawa Hindiyyah Vol. 3 Pg. 116,Darul Fikr) 
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SECRET SECOND MARRIAGE 
: Does a man requires permission to take a second wife from 


the first ? Is he required to notify his first wife of the second 
marriage. Can he make Nikah secretly ? 
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A: It is not a requirement of Shariah that a husband take 
the permission of his wife to remarry. If a husband re- 
marries without the consent of his wife, the marriage will be 
valid. In order to avoid acrimony between the husband and 
the wife, it is advisable that the husband discusses his inten- 
tion to remarry with his wife. It is possible the wife may re- 
act negatively to his plan to remarry. However that may be 
better than him marrying secretly. A secret marriage poses 
many discomforts to the husband. Firstly the tension of main- 
taining the secret. At all times he has to be on guard from his 
wife in every aspect, in his movements, contacts, speech etc. 


Secondly if the wife learns of his secret marriage she will feel 
betrayed. Her reaction and subsequent conduct may be worse 
than her possible negative reaction when informing her before 
the marriage. 


In brief, what was to be a means of peace and solace then turns 
out to be a means of grief and agony. In a well put statement by 
an experienced person with a second marriage, “from the pot to 


the frying pan’. 


MIDDLE EAsT CRISIS 
OQ What are your observations on the Middle East crisis?? 
: Hazrat Ali radiallahu anhu stated, “A country can con- 


tinue to exist with disbelief, but a country will not endue 
with oppression.” History reveals that victims of oppression 
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may be temporarily suppressed but never permanently erad- 
icated. It is human nature to revolt against oppression. Over a 
period of time, it catches up with the oppressor. This is clear 
in the context of oppressive apartheid system in South Africa 
and the oppressive regimes inTunisia, Egypt, Libya and Syria. 


The oppression has bounced back to choke the oppressors. The 
intelligence and resources of the oppressors never availed them. 
The Qur'an speaks of the fall of the oppressors Fir aun and Qaran. 
We should also take heed of the unfolding events of oppression 
in the Middle- East and desist from all levels of oppression, per- 
sonal and systematic. Ifa person becomes a victim of a systemic 
form of oppression, all the members that are part of the system 
are equally responsible for the oppression and will suffer the con- 
sequences in proportion to their participation in the oppression. 


Allah is Al Adl,(Just). An oppressor will most definitely meet and 
see the consequences of his Dhulm. A victim is shrouded in the 
grace of Allah's justice. One of the major lessons to be gained is 
that the kuffaar’s friendship is based on their self-interests. Those 
very same Arab dictators who were bosom allies of the West were 
abandoned by their “friends” when their sell-by-date expired. 


BUYING AND SELLING USED CARS - GUIDELINES 


: I want to start a part time business in which i will pur- 
chase used cars and then will sell them at a margin. For 
that purpose i want to know the principles/rules of trading 
provided by islamic sharia. Therefore kindly inform me any 
source from where i can learn them easily or is there any book 
written on this topic, which can be bought and read online. 
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A. If you purchase and sell cars at a profit and you referred to 
the cost price then that is a muraabahah deal. The cost price 
may include expenses incurred by you in the car. In this case, the 
purchaser knows what is your profit margin. If the seller deceives 
the purchaser with regards to the cost price, the purchaser will 
have recourse. 


If you did not refer to your cost price, then this is a general sale. 
In this instance, the purchaser does not know your profit margin. 
You are not obliged to divulge your cost price to the purchaser. 


You may sell the car for cash terms or on credit. The price be- 
tween the two, cash and credit may differ. The credit price may be 
higher than the cash price. The longer the period of installment, 
the higher the price could be. The mode of transaction, cash or 
credit must be specified. You may also sell the car voetstoots. ‘That 
is you absolve yourself from any claim of any defect in the car. 


If the customer enquires of any defect in the car and you know of 
the defect then you should inform him. Inspite of selling the car 
voetstoots, providing this information is a moral issue. 


If you sell your car on credit you may demand a security for 
payment from the purchaser. The security may be through 
Rahn or Kafaalat. 


Rahn is the debtor places an item as collateral to you. If he does 
not pay, the item may be sold to recover your debt. 
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Kafaalat is a person stands guarantee to pay the debt on behalf 
of the debtor. You may also consider withholding the car until 
the price of the car is paid in a cash sale agreement or partly cash 
sale agreement. 


Khiyaar Naqd is another option of securitization. That is you say 
to the purchaser pay within for example one month. If you do 
not pay, then the transaction is cancelled. 
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CONSEQUENCES OF AN ABSENT FATHER 


Muslims are challenged with many dilemmas and fitna from all 
directions. It is noble and commendable to serve Allah Taalas 
deen where and whenever possible. However, to serve one's fam- 
ily and to be consciously involved in the upbringing of one's chil- 
dren is a responsibility and duty every parent has (to fulfill). 

Parents have to recognise that they live in a world where “west- 
ern’ influences are strong, no matter how much they may try to 
shield their children or themselves. They cannot go on burying 
their heads in the sand in this day and age and believe that they 
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will not be affected or targeted in one way or another. They have 
to accept that their children are growing up in a world where 
peer group pressure, the education system and the media, be it 
“mXit’, drugs, movies, pornographic material exist and can have 
an influence on them. These traps can have a huge impact on 
their children’s lives and in fact on the lives of the parents them- 
selves. 


Children become confused when they have a “temporary father” 
or a father who takes little interest in being present for his chil- 
dren. This sort of father is considered as an absent father and the 
children often experience conflict about whether they are loved 
or wanted by him or not. Yes, a mother is the child's first school 
but it is the father who is most important in teaching his children 
what the world is all about. He is the one who helps to establish 
moral and social values in the lives of his daughters and sons for 
he is their link with the outside world. He goes out daily into the 
outside world and he thus has full knowledge of what his chil- 
dren will be faced with. It is his duty to make them aware of the 
possible pitfalls they may encounter out there and help them by 
preparing them to deal with these pitfalls and other challenges. 


He is also the parent who has a great deal of influence over his 
children in terms of their interests, be they academic, religious, 
social or otherwise. When a father takes an interest in the chil- 
dren's education, they are more motivated to do well and to be 
“like father”. Not only sons but daughters also love to impress 
their fathers and they often want to do well because, “my father 
will be so happy with me”. They identify more with the father’s 
qualities and code of life. This in turn helps to improve their 
self-esteem, confidence and identity of who they are as Muslims. 
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They are better able to stand up to negative peer pressure and are 
more receptive towards avoiding evil. 


When a father shows a lack of interest in his children’s education, 
they often lack the motivation and interest in performing well. 
They feel rejected or have the attitude, “What's the point because 
my father does not care as he is too busy making money or doing 
his own thing”. They also become ambivalent about whether they 
can love, trust and respect him or even obey him. They often find 
it difficult to obey him or follow his advice or guidance because 
he is not there for me when I need him. By the otherwise, I mean 
that ifa father does not convey his interest in his childrens daily 
lives, his children will seek the “otherwise” which could be drugs, 
crime or worse. They will seek acceptance and recognition from 
their friends who instead become more important than the ‘ab- 
sent father’ In order to be accepted and to have a feeling of be- 
longing (with their friends), these children may engage in activ- 
ities that are haraam and that get them into trouble with the law. 


The father should not just take the stand that he does not have 
to spend much time with his children or that, “My children will 
be safe because I am fully engaged in the work of deen” The life 
of a Muslim has to be one of balance. If there is no balance in 
how a father conducts his time between work, family and deen, 
his family will be rocked from pillar to post. The father is the 
captain of his family and as such, he has been given the respon- 
sibility to protect and guide his family safely. He is the shepherd 
of his flock and he has to look after them. 


It is totally unacceptable that a husband goes for 4 months jamaat 
and leaves his wife to work and support his family. In fact, he 
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should have seen to it that he made adequate provision for his 
family so that his wife did not have to work during this time. She 
should have been in a position to give her full attention to her 
children and feel safe in her home by not having to be working. 
By away from home too often and by not spending quality time 
with them, he is abdicating his duties and responsibilities as a 
father and husband. If he is so caught up in his own world of tel- 
evision, car washes, business and other activities; he is neglecting 
his wife's and his childrens rights over him. He should question 
himself and ask why he serves other people but fails to serve his 
own family. He has to examine himselfand ponder over where his 
first duty lies. It is considered a great sadqa to assist one’s wife in 
the home. His duty is to take his family to the doctors when need- 
ed and timeously too so that they don't miss their appointments. 


Since he goes in jamaat so often, he has learnt the value of time 
and punctuality. Time to put it into practice, brother. The brother 
concerned here should seriously consider what role he is playing 
in his family. 


EARNING FREQUENT FLIER MILES 
FROM LOAN THROUGH CREDIT CARD 


: wanted to loan some money to my friend to buy a fridge. 

For ease, instead of giving cash/check , I paid for the fridge 
on my credit card. (which Inshallah I will pay off before any in- 
terests accrues). Every time I purchase anything with my credit 
card, I get frequent flier miles as an incentive from the credit 
card company. My question is islamically is it correct to get this 
kind of benefit when you are loaning to someone? will this be 
considered as interest? 
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: There is a difference between giving a loan to someone and 
paying a debt on behalf of someone. If you give a loan to 
someone, any excess on that loan will be interest. 


In the enquired case, you did not advance a loan instead you 
paid a debt on behalf of a debtor. The debtor will repay you the 
debt. He is not giving you the frequent flier miles. The frequent 
flier miles is a voluntary gift from the Credit Card Company to 
you. That is not interest as there is no legal claim for that against 
the debtor. 


EARNING COMMISSION IN TRADE AND HOARDING 


: [hope you must be in good health. I am seeking fatwa in 
the situation below having two parts; please follow, 


Part ONE 


I have recently joined potato trading business in the city of Oka- 
ra. They are basically commission agents which we usually call 
“aardti” in urdu. I have invested little money there. Over that 
investment they get a total 7% commission on every transaction 
which is done on 15 day turnover. 


After every 15 days 1% is spent on expenses and the rest 6% is 
divided in two equal halves whereby i get 3%. This is a fix thing. 
Actually from my money they buy the potatoes from the farm- 
er on cash and pay him instantly and sells it in the market on 

a 15 day credit cycle where the buyer is supposed to give 7% 
commission having this credit facility, which in turns to be our 


profit. 
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I see there is nothing wrong in it as people have been doing this 
for ages but i still want to seek fatwa if this is O.K with shariah? 
Part TWO 


The above type of transactions runs only Six months a year. In 
the remaining Six months we STORE THE POTATO in cold 
stores. Actually fresh Potatoes are available only six months a 
year. In every part of the country it is a six month yield. In order 
to get it to the market all twelve months it is stored. So it is com- 
pulsory for a potato to be stored. 


Now we store it as a normal practise. But when we store it, 

the price is reasonably low and when we see the market is fair 
enough high we sell it, the gap between buy and sell is our prof- 
it. So there is one thing to be very clear that we store the pota- 
toes from the perception that it will get high rates. Is this also 
O.K with shariah?? 


: 1) We understand from your query that you invested X 
amount of money with a company. The company buys 
potatoes from the farmers and pay for it in cash. Thereafter the 

company sells the potatoes to the retailer on a higher rate and 
with a deferred payment. The profit mark up between the pur- 
chasing price and selling price is 7%. 1% is used for the expens- 
es of the company and the remaining 6% is shared on a 50-50 
ratio. Your question is if this is permissible. 


It is permissible for you to enter into such an agreement. ‘This 
will fall under the rules of mudarabahi.e. one party contributes 
the money and the other party does the work and both share in 
the profits. Fixing 1% of the profits to be used for expenses of the 
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company is an administrative issue. If the expenses of the busi- 
ness are more than 1% then the total amount of expenses could 
be deducted as mudarabah is sharing of profits after deduction of 
total expenses. If the expenses are lesser than 1% then the surplus 
amount should be included in the distribution of profits. 


2) If potatoes are available to the public and they are not being 
harmed by you storing it away it will be permissible for you to 
store it. If the general public are being harmed by you storing 
the potatoes away it will be makrih (detestable) for you to store 
them away and sell them when the prices have gone higher. 
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I CANNOT CONTACT THE PERSON WHOSE CAR I HIT. 
How Do I REPAY HIM? 


: Yesterday I accidentally hit someone's car whilst revers- 

ing. I am not sure if] caused a scratch because the car I hit 
was very old. Although, this is a very likely chance I scratched 
this car. 


I left a note in the car window saying that I hit the car please 
call me. I left my name and number. However, I have not heard 
back from the owner/driver of the vehicle I hit. ] do not know 
where this person lives. I never asked anyone on the street, to 
avoid any confrontation. 
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My question is since I have not heard back can I give some 
money in charity with the intention of reward to the person 

I hit? This because I do nit want to be blameworthy on day of 
judgement. Also how much sadaqah do I have to give, is it the 
amount of repair costs, or any amount in my own discretion? 


A : We are pleased to receive your query. It is always a breath 


of fresh air to read someone with a pure conscience. 


We take note that in such an accident, it is very easy to simply 
drive away, especially when the other car is so old that one can- 
not even judge if one has caused any scratch on it or not. It was 
correct of you to leave a note on the car with your contact details. 
Many times gestures of courtesy are sufficient apologies. Per- 
haps, the driver of that vehicle also felt the same and decided 
the matter was trivial enough not to contact you about it. 


If you had noted down his registration number, then you could 
locate him through that. However, under the circumstances what 
you did was to the best of your ability. If the car owner feels that 
you should pay for repairing the scratch on the car, it is now his 
responsibility that he contacts you through your contact details. 
If he does not contact you then you are not liable for anything 
else. 


The heart of a mu'min is such that it aches at the sense of caus- 
ing harm to another human being. It is natural that you will still 
feel some discomfort in your heart. This is the sign of Iman and 
Taqwa. If you keep feeling the sense of guilt, then make abun- 
dant istighfar and give out any amount of sadaqa that will rest 
your heart at ease. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


We pray that Allah accepts you in your endeavor to fulfil your 
shar‘iand moral rights and reward you abundantly for it. 
Ameen 
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STRUCTURING THE WAGES FOR AN EMPLOYEE 


: | have a question regarding salary structures and if the 
Qvistowing method will be accepted according to the islam- 
ic priciples. Can a salary/wage be structured in a way that its 
based upon a few conditions and not just a basic salary? 


It is divided into 4 sectors that carry out the month end wage 
for example : 


1. R1000 as a basic salary bonuses/gift/incentive from the com- 
pany if the following is cariied out in good order will be paid at 
the companies discretion : 

2. R1000 for punctuality if you at work at 8 am daily (not a min) 
after 

3. R1000 for 100 % attendance 

4. R1000 for behavior (no arguements at work) 
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If any of the above conditions (time/attendance/behavior) are 
not fulfilled or there is no improvement from the staff with 
regards to latecomming then the basic will be reduced by R500 
monthly until they improve or show commitment at the end of 
the month the employee could leave with R4000 or less , de- 
pending on the companies discretion and the employees atti- 
tude . 


If there are staff who persist on latecoming by 15 to 30mins 
daily can the R1000 for punctuality be deducted completely? is 
this method correct? 


: The structure has two components. 
A) Salary 
b) Gift 


The first component is an obligation and has a legal right. When 
an employee provides a service, the employee is obliged to pay 
him the agreed salary. The employee has a legal right and claim 
to his salary. 


The second component is a gift. A gift is voluntary gesture and 
has no legal right. If the donor offers the gift, it is his kindness. 
If he does not offer a gift, there is no claim against him. The 
structure in reference is a combination of an obligation anda 
voluntary act. 


If the basic salary is R1000, the employee is entitled to the 
R1000 at the end of the month. The employer has to pay the 
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employee. If the employer refuses to pay; the employee has a 
legal claim against the employer. 


Points 2, 3, and 4 of the structure are gifts based on perfor- 
mance, punctuality, attendance and behavior. The employer 
is morally bound to reward the employee. He is however not 
legally required to do so as it is a gift. 


‘The structure may be implemented. However; the employer as 
well as the employee should know the implications of the first 
and second component to avoid any misunderstandings and 
disputes. 


If it is possible the employee may regard points 2, 3, and 4 asa 
salary structure which is suspended on his performance. This 

may lead to him claiming a right at the end of the month if he 
fulfills the requirements mentioned in 2, 3, and4. 


The deduction of the salary for late coming should be calculated 
according to time. For example if o ne is earning R10 000 for 20 
days a month Monday to Friday at 8 hours per day. He is thus 
earning R500 day at a rate of R62.50 an hour. His salary should 
be deducted accordingly. 
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TOO COLD TO DO BUSINESS! 
DUAA TO BE RECITED ON A COLD DAY 


The following duaa should be recited on cold days: 


a5 88) bo USel gall. agall Ie 955 LEI le’ a Yi aly 
( - 703 - ull cyl olay) 


Laa ilaaha illallahu ma ashadda barda hazhal yawm , allahum- 
ma ajirni min zamhareeri jahannam. 


Trans. “There is no deity but Allah, How severe is the cold of 
today! 


O Allah! Protect me from the severe cold of Jahannam” 
Rasulullah I is reported to have said: “ When a person recites 
this supplication, Almighty Allah says to Jahannam : “Verily a 
servant of mine has sought refuge in me from you, bear testi- 
mony that I have granted him salvation from you” 

( Ibnu Sunni # 307 ) 


Hottest DEAL! 


Earn Millions in Seconds! 

Did you know you could turn the market place into a place of 
earning reward?! 

Earn millions Plus a Palace in Paradise! 

Dont lose out on this fabulous deal! 
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Sayyiduna ‘Umar (Radiyallahu Ta‘ala ‘anhu) narrates that Nabi 
(Sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam) said: Allah will record for the one 
who recites the following dua when entering the market place 
a million rewards and remove million evil deeds and elevate 
him a million stages. 


Another narration has: Allah will build a home for him in Para- 
dise. 


Se 565 b2s5 CoS Leadl ty MITTS bass WY AY 


Transliteration: 
La ilaha illallahu wahdahu 1a sharika lahu lahul mulku wa lahul 
hamdu yuhyi wayumitu wahuwa hayyul 


Translation: 

There is none worthy of worship besides Allah alone. He has no 
partner. To Him belongs all kingdom and to Him belongs all 
praise. He grants life and causes death. He is all living 


Transliteration: 
La yamutu biyadihil khayru wahuwa ‘ala kulli shay in gadir 


Translation: 


and never dies. In His hand lies all good and He has power over 
all things.(Tirmidhi 3428/9) 


We urge all Muslims especially business men to learn this du'a 
and recite it whenever in the market place. Also advertise it 
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suitably to encourage all Muslims to invest in this magnificent 
deal. 


HAZRATH MAULANA YUNUS PATEL SAHEB 
(RAHMATULLAH ALAYH) 


The demise of Hazrath Maulana Yunus Patel Saheb rahmatullah 
alayh has left a hollow and empty feeling in the hearts of mul- 
titude of people and have particularly shaken the hearts of the 
Ulama. 


This clearly demonstrates how Hazrath rahmatullah alayh had 
touched the hearts of people in so many different ways. Apart 
from Hazrath rahmatullah alayh being an inspiration in taqwa 
and piety, he was more a pillar of strength for everyone in all 
spheres of life. 

Hazrath Maulana rahmatullah alayh left the world with all his 
wealth of knowledge, experience and wisdom at a time when 
his leadership in the ranks of the Ulama is most needed. There 
is no doubt that many Ulama have a feeling of being orphaned 
with the demise of Hazrath Maulana Yunus Patel Saheb rahmat- 
ullah alayh. 


The following hadith expresses the loss of the knowledge, wis- 
dom and experience of the Ulama upon their demise. 

‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin AI As Narrated that [heard Allah's Apos- 
tle saying, “Allah does not take away the knowledge, by taking 
it away from (the hearts of) the people, but takes it away by the 
death of the religious learned men till when none of the (reli- 
gious learned men) remains, people will take as their leaders ig- 
norant persons who when consulted will give their verdict with- 
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out knowledge. So they will go astray and will lead the people 
astray.” (Sahih Bukhari #100 , Vol.1 Pg. 32) 


I am personally indebted to Hazrath rahmatullah alayh for ac- 
tivating me in the field of Fatawa. In the year 1993, Hazrath 
rahmatullah alayhrequested me to take charge of the Fatwa De- 
partment of the Jamiatul Ulama Kwazulu Natal. It was Hazrath 
rahmatullah alayh’s humility that he would even send Fatawa to 
me to answer. Ever since this sinful soul is engaged in the field 
of Fatawa with the order of Allah. All the Fatawa answered at 
the Jamiatul Ulama and elsewhere by this sinful soul are thawab 
e jaariya (perpetual reward) for Hazrath rahmatullah alayh in- 
shaallah, Ameen. 


[had the opportunity of serving the Fatwa Department of Jamia- 
tul Ulama Kwazulu Natal for 8 years under Hazrath rahmatullah 
alayh’s august presidency. 


Hazrath rahmatullah alayh was very sad at me leaving the Jamia- 
tul Ulama Kwazulu Natal and relocating. Hazrath rahmatullah 
alayh’s wisdom became manifest to me now. 


In my relocation to Durban, Hazrath rahmatullah alayh was a 
source of strength, guidance and inspiration to me. 

In the last few hours before Hazrath rahmatullah alayh left for 
Umrah on June 23, I spoke to him. He read out a letter to me in 
which a dream to the effect of the following was stated. 


Rasululullah salallahu alayhi wasallam and the souls of the Am- 
biya were present. Hazrath Maulana Yunus Saheb rahmatullah 
alayh too was present. After stating this dream to me Hazrath 


138 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


rahmatullah alayh was overwhelmed. I requested him for duas 
and Hazrath rahmatullah alayh very generously made dua for 
me. 


The above referred dream has become a reality. Hazrath rah- 
matullah alayh’s rooh is with Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasal- 
lam, Anbiyaa and Sulahaa. May Allah elevate Hazrath rahmat- 
ullah alayh’s status and grant him Jannatul Firdaus. 


May Allah forgive us for our shortcoming for not fulfilling Haz- 
rath rahmatullah alayh’s rights and magam, Ameen 


Moon IssvE IN U.K DESTROYING SPIRITUALITY 
OF RAMADHAN AND EID 


on the moon issue surfaces which brings about enormous 
problems. Our Ramadhan and Eid get spoiled with the in-fight- 
ing. Ramadhan ought to be a month of spiritual upliftment 
and Eid, a day of enjoyment. We lose both; no spirituality and 
no enjoyment. What is your advise so that we do not loose the 
roohaniyyat of Ramadhan and the enjoyment of Eid through 
in-fighting? 


QO: Every year during Ramadhan and Eid, the differences 


: The academic opinions of the various Ulama on the moon 

issue in the U.K are well known. It was expected that such 
academic contributions would ultimately bear the fruits of mak- 
ing the correct decision. 


Non co-operation and acrimony have been the stumbling block 
in making progress. 
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In academic issues, the mind must prevail over emotions. Disa- 
greement should be in an agreeable manner. 


When academic differences lead to acrimony, that is very 
un-academic. It becomes very difficult for people of dignity and 
honour to contribute any further to such a course. 


To get caught in the web of acrimony and humiliating ones 
counterpart is counterproductive and detrimental to ones Im- 
aan. 


What was once supposed to be a pure academic issue is now an 
issue of ones Nafs and ego. 


The only seeable solution for the time being is: 

° Academic issues should be confined to the Ulama and 
Muftis who are expected to address these issues within their 
ranks with decorum and honour. 


° The layman is not tasked by Shariah to engage on aca- 
demic issues. They are ordered to follow their Ulama. 

° When the Ulama differ, don't interfere. Never ever con- 
demn any Alim or humiliate him. 

. Simply place your trust in your Alim of trust and abide 
by his decision. 

. There is no point in questioning his decision as you can- 
not be his judge. 

. If anyone, be it your friend or family, places his trust in 


one Alima nd abides by his decision, then respect his decision. 
If you care for your roohaniyat of Ramadhan or enjoyment of 
Eid, you will not confront him on his decision. 
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This approach will not eradicate the differences but will surely 
control the differences so that one does not loose the roohaniyat 
of Ramadhan and enjoyment of Eid in in-fighting. 
Recommended Duaa to be recited on 15th of Sha’ baan 


As we approach the blessed night of 15th of Sha’ban, let us take 
full benefit of today and tomorrow and memorize this recom- 
mended du ‘a. Recite this du‘a in abundance in the mubarak 


night 


lis jo Tghiy $5815 heks Jo TLS, S581 
Ads Je Ech GS Cal chee 28 oath ¥ chee ch S5els 


I seek refuge in Your pleasure from Your annoyance, and I seek 
refuge in Your forgiveness from Your punishment, and I seek 
Your refuge from Yourself. I cannot praise You in the manner 
that You deserve. You are exactly as You have defined Yourself. 
(Shu bul Iman lil Bayhaqi, #3557) 


A‘udhu bi ridhaka min sakhatika, wa a‘tdhu bi ‘afwika min 
‘iqabika wa a‘adhu bika minka 1a uhsi thanaan ‘alayka anta 
kama athnyta ‘ala nafsika. 


WORKING AS AN ULTRASOUND ASSISTANT 


: Is it permissible to work as a Ultrasound Technician, for 
men?Job Description: 
Ultrasound technicians use sound (sonic) waves to capture im- 
ages of the internal organs and tissues for the diagnosis and 
treatment of medical problems. This medical field is called 
sonography. Utilizing specialized ultrasound equipment, the so- 
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nographer takes readings of the appropriate areas and angles as 
requested by the physician, and sends them back for interpre- 
tation. Unlike other diagnostic imaging systems that function 
using radiation, ultrasound is completely safe for both the ultra- 
sound technologist and the patient. Most ultrasound techs work 
in hospitals or diagnostic imaging centers, and are in good physi- 
cal condition in order to maneuver patients during ultrasounds.? 


: It is permitted for a male to work as an ultrasound techni- 

cian; however, he should keep in mind that he is only per- 
mitted to look at and/or to touch the aurah of another person if 
there is a genuine need such as to diagnose a medical condition. 
In the absence of a genuine need he will not be permitted. In 
the case of a female patient, it is preferable that a female tech- 
nician performs the scan; however, if the ultrasound involves 
looking at or touching her private part, then it is compulsory 
that a female does it. A male will not be allowed to perform the 
scan in this case unless there is no other option available. 
(Ad durrul Mukhtaar Vol. 9 Pg. 619-611) 


Note: The aurah of a man is from the navel upto and including 
the knees, and that of a female is her whole body except for her 
face and hands. However, a man is not permitted to touch even 
the face and hands of a ghair mahram female unless there is a 
genuine need. 
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FATWA CONFIRMATION FOR SEALSKINZ SOCKS 


: These are some of the messages that are doing the rounds 
- together with my responses in bold. 


1. “The product is not jaaiz because it is impermissible to kill 
Seals” 
(the product is NOT made with any animal skin - only wool is 


used.) 


2. Slms, I received this from Mufti Motara’s son with regards to 
the seal skinz & reef moza’s: 


Some mufti’s have sanctioned it and we respect their views. 
However, someone took both the Reef and Sealskin socks to 
India last year and showed it to Mufti Farooq of Meerut, who 
said that it is not permissible to make masah on these socks. 
Mufti Farooq asked the opinion of other Mufti’s as well and they 
all said that it was not permissible. Mufti Khanpuri said that he 
will not forbid someone from making masah on them but he 
himself has not used them for masah. Since seeing that Salaah 

is such an important Ibaadah, it would be advisable to abstain 
from using these socks for masah especially when so many 
Mufti'’s in India did not approve of it,thus creating a doubt about 
it’s validity. 


3. “Also, because the product is no longer made in UK, it is 
made in China, thats why the quality isn't good anymore, hence 
it is not jaaiz’ - 

(Sealskinz socks have always been made in the UK and contin- 
ue to be made in the UK - I have personally visited the factory 
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and made my own sock on the production line. Someone has 
imported the imitation / fake socks from China and it seems the 
problem is with those ones) 


: I spent a considerable amount of time in personally ex- 

amining Sealskinz Socks to ensure that the socks represent 
the criteria set down by our Illustrious Fugha for the validity of 
making masah on leather socks. 


My fatwa is only on the sealskinz product distributed by MIS 
Distributors. I did not see the Reef socks or imitation product 
of the sealskinz from China. 


I confirm having reviewed my previous fatwa on sealskinz and 
still maintain the same view. 


Attached in my previous fatwa. 

Q) What is your view regarding making Masah on Sealskinz 
socks. Do they fulfil the sharii requirement of masah? 

A: In order for it to be permissible to wipe on non-leather 
socks, it is imperative to fulfil all the conditions of leather socks. 
After thoroughly studying the inherent qualities of leather 
socks, our illustrious Fuqaha suggest that non-leather socks 
should resemble leather socks in the following: 

1. ‘They should entirely cover both the ankles. 

2. They should be durable enough that a person can walk 
with the sock for three miles without them tearing. 

3. Both socks should independently be free from holes to the 
extent of three small toes. 

4. ‘The socks should remain on the leg without it being tied or 
fastened. 
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5. They should be such that water does not seep through 
them. 


[Al Mabsoot lil Sarakhsi (1/18, 184 Dar al Fikr), Al Muheet al 
Burhani (1/343, Al Majlis al Ilmi), Ahkam al Quran lil Jassaas 
(3/440, Dar al Kutub al Ilmiyyah), Tuhfa al Mulook (1/33, Dar 
al Bashaair al Islamiyyah), Majma al Anhur (1/75, Dar al ku- 
tub al Ilmiyyah), Al Bahr ar raaig (1/191, 192 Dar al Marifah), 
Tabyeen al haqaaiq 1/52 Dar al kutub al Ilmiyyah), Al Fatawa al 
Hindiyyah (1/32, Dar al fikr), Ad Dur al Mukhtaar (1/269, Dar 
al fikr), Tuhfa al Ahwadhi (1/278, Dar al kutub al Ilmiyyah), Al 
Maslak adh Dhaki (1/29, Wajidi Publishers), Fatawa Mahmood- 
iyyah (5/195, Faroogiyyah), Fatawa Haqqaniyyah (2/216, Dar 
al Uloom Haqqaniyyah), Kifayah al Mufti (2/321, Farougqiyyah, 
Fatawa Darul Uloom Zakariyyah (1/509-5516, Zam Zam Pub- 
lishers) 
We have personally examined ‘sealskinz’ socks and are satisfied 
that they fulfil all the above-mentioned conditions. One can refer 
to their website to see the full durability of these socks. Hence, it 
is permissible to use ‘sealskinz’ socks as leather socks and make 
masah on them. 
BU Sad Ob ble deal Ae guns OT BY! 9 deal He wu Gb peea( all ble 44 go f 1g) - dig abl Lal ide dowd! OkS) 
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392d he peal jlol Wadd! He Gull jae of SUI outs pus co 9 (PLUM slo 25 yo / 1 g) -sgtecbl daly) 
VAI By shy US 13] VI ay ong Glo] eles IB Gal All BIS Glo LAA! lo Qual Gf Lb YGSAII jlo 751 Go / 1g) ~ y2Adll ead esd 


ABjqead guul LASTLY greek! Seles GL wha opts pall Saud gh! deylie otay g& ill ydpAll Jock sla! limes cline 3 OoSs Gl ges 
gual lol ge Loguad Shall Bs! b Schl g jal Bd Gre! pal) olieh oy duoléul 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


DUAA TO BE RECITED AT THE APPROACH OF RAMADHAN 


Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit (Radi Allahu Anhu) narrates that 
Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) used to teach the Sa- 
haabah (Radi Allahu Anhum) the following Dua at the approach 
of the Month of Ramadhaan: 


Sais y daca y Glass play Suasy cual: abi 


Allahumma Sallimnee Liramadaana Wa Sallim Ramadaana Lee 
Wa Sallimhu Mutaqabbala 


“O Allah! Safeguard me for the Month of Ramadhaan (by mak- 
ing me see the Month of Ramadhaan healthy and fit so that I 
can take maximum benefit from it), and safeguard the Month of 
Ramadhaan for me (by making the conditions in it such that I 
can take maximum benefit from it) and accept it from me.” 
(Kanz-ul-ummal, Vol.8, Pg. 584 Hadith 24277) 


Every Muslim should endeavor to memorize this dua and recite 
it in abundance in these few days before Ramadhaan. 


LATE PAYMENT PENALTIES AND CHARGES ON DEBTS 


: If an amount of let's say R100,00 is owed to me. I then 
hand over this debt, for collection to a debt collection 
agency, who will then charge me a 25% collection fee of all the 
money they collect. Let’s say they do collect the full R100,00 
- the agency would pay me only R75,00. Would it be permis- 
sible to rather tell the agency that the client owes me R133.34, 
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such that when they collect this R133,34 and deduct their 25% 
then I would still receive my original R100,00 owing to me and 
not loose out the R25,00 if they were to collect on R100,00? 


: In principle, it is incorrect to claim any amount more than 

your debt. However, as an alternative, we suggest you enter 
into an agreement with your debtors that in the event of the debt 
not being repaid, you (the company) shall hire a debt agency to 
recover the debt. Any costs in this regard will be borne by the 
debtor, not by the company. 


COMPENSATION FOR INABILITY TO FAST DUE TO ILLNESS. 
QAZA OR SADAQA? 


: Due to my mother’s illness, she cannot fast. Is there any 
way for her to repay for her fast? For example a Zakah she 
should pay. 


: If your mother is experiencing such an illness that she is 

unable to fast, due to her deteriorating health, then she will 
be excused from fasting. If she is expected to recover from her 
illness, then she has to make up (Qadhaa of) these missed fasts. 
However, if the sickness is permanent and there is no hope of 
recovery then she must offer fidya (monetary compensation) for 
every missed fast. 


The value of this Fidya is the same as Sadagatul fitr, which is the 
value of 1.6 kg of wheat or 3.2 kg ofbarley. The present average 
value of 1.6kg of wheat is R17.00. 

(Bahishti Zewar Vol. 3 Pg 20 ; Haashiya Tahtawi ala maragi al 
falah Pg 688) 
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WIFE AND HER DEMANDS! WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE. 


: [know islaamicaly its encouraged to spend on ones family 

and the reward you get is like that of giving sadaqah at the 
same time in Islaam its encouraged not be extravagant and not to 
be wasteful , allah assist me with this I find it very hard where to 
draw the line between the 2 of them can you maybe help 


Example : a persons wife maybe have 10 pairs of shoes , and now 
she asks for another pair , even though you do have the money 
but you refuse to buy saying that we wasting , am I right by doing 
this in the sense that we wasting ? or should I still be open heart- 
ed and buy that pair? i don’t mind spending if my family requires 
food or medical assistance , but when it comes to the matter of 
clothes I feel that we have so much clothes and we still buying 
more like this we being wasteful? 


: Islam emphasizes a simple lifestyle that does not put a 
burden on the society nor on the environment because a 
wasteful, extravagant life leads to a number of problems: 


° It makes it difficult for the poor because they will feel 
compelled to imitate the rich in order to “keep up appearances.” 
° Customs are invented and maintained to show off wealth, 


such as at the time of weddings. This puts a burden on those who 
do not have enough to provide the same. 

° Resources of the Earth are depleted at a rapid and unsus- 
tainable pace to cater to the whims of the rich while the poor 
struggle to get decent food, clothing and shelter. 

The key to a simple, content lifestyle is to avoid israf which means 
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to cross the limit by spending beyond need on an occasion where 
it is permissible to spend. 


Need is determined by use, so if you buy an item that you will 
not use or will use only once or twice, it will be israf since lack of 
utilizaton is an indication that you spent on that object beyond 
need. Some items by their nature are meant to be used only once 
such as a fire extinguisher, so the nature of the item should also 
be taken into consideration if its use is meant to be only once or 
twice — as in the case of an emergency. 


If all bought items are regularly utilized or the older items are 
given away then this will not fall under israf as long as a person 
fulfills the following conditions: 


1. He is thankful to Allah for what he has. 

2. He is neither arrogant nor boastful about his possessions. 
3. His spending on himself and his family does not prevent 
him from giving to the poor and other avenues of charity. 

Allah says: 

“..and eat and drink and do not be extravagant. Surely, He does 
not like the extravagant.” 

(Surah Al-Araf, 31) 


The commentators of the Quran have said that israf is not 
limited to eating and drinking only but also applies to cloth- 
ing, living accommodations, and almost every aspect of life. 
With regards to the above verse, it should be kept in mind 
that women have more of a tendency towards articles of 
beauty (clothes, shoes, etc.) so their lifestyle differs from 
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males in this regard. As a result women naturally accumu- 
late more clothing and shoes than males. If a person's wife 
will regularly use the shoes or she will donate her older ones 
in charity then purchasing additional pairs will be permissi- 
ble, even if not in conformity with the ideal, simple lifestyle. 


A husband can start by gradually emphasizing to his wife the 
beauty of simple living and the joy of being content with what 
one already has. This can be done in a few ways: 


° You can ask her to part with one or more of the older 
pairs of shoes and give them in sadaqah (charity) to those less 
fortunate than her. The same can be applied to clothing and 
other such items. 

° You can ask her to sell the older items and donate that 
money in sadaqah. 

° You can begin reading the book, Fadhail Sadaqah for 

a few minutes daily to instill in family members the spirit of giv- 
ing and sharing so that they are saved from committing israf. 


° You can read from books that talk about how simple the 
lives of our pious predecessors (men and women) were and how 
they were fully content in spite of having very few possessions. 

. Before making any purchases, you and your family 
should keep in mind that on the Day of Judgment we will be 
accountable for how we spent our wealth. 


Insha- Allah, these methods will save one from committing israf 
and make one content with a simple life. 
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GIVING OUT ZAKAT TO ONE’S SISTER 


: Can one give zakat to his sister and Can this be given to 
her without her knowledge. 


: 1. Giving zakah to one’s poor family (brother, sister etc.) is 
commendable and liable for extra reward. It is mentioned 
in a hadith that by giving charity to one’s relatives one receive 
double a reward, one reward for giving charity and the other for 
showing kindness to them. 
2. Yes it is permissible; it is not necessary to mention, zakah will 
be discharged by merely making the intention of zakah. 
(Bahisti Zewar, Pg.346, Zam Zam) 


QADHA’ FOR SAJDA TILAWATS 


: Ifa person passed away and he had sajda tilawaats that has 
not been performed ,how will the family repay it? 


: When one recites a verse of sajda of the Quran or hears 
such a verse, it is wajib (compulsory) to makeSajdah tilawah. 
It is makrtth (disliked) to delay Sajdah Tilawah. 
If one did not fulfill his/her wajib Sajdah Tilawah in ones life- 
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time, and passes away, there is no fidyah(compensation) for the 
missed Sajdah Tilawah. The family should make Istighfar on 
behalf od the deceased. (Imdadul Fatawa, Vol 1 Pg 559, 

Idarah Talifat e Auliya, Deoband) 
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IMPORTANCE OF ZAMZAM WATER 


Zam-zam water is one of the many signs of Allah Taala. Zam- 
zam enjoys a lot of virtues and blessings. Below are some vir- 
tues: 


1. Zam-zam water is from jannah (paradise). 
2. Zam-zam is the best water on earth. 
3. Zam-zam isa cure for every sickness. 


Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas radiallahu anhu reports that Nabi salallahu 
alayhi wasallam mentioned: 


clo PSI deg de clo wd elu 9 dale alll lo all guy JB SEB logic alll cgay ale ox! Oe 
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The best water on the surface of this world is zam-zam. In it is 
food for the hungry and cure for the sick. 
(Tabarani 11/98 Maktabah Ibn Taymiyyah) 


Nabi sallahu alayh wasallam used to fill Zam-zam in water bags 
and sprinkle over the ill and give them to drink. 
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4. The blessed saliva of Nabi sallahu alayh wasallam is mixed 
in Zam-zam. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas radial ahu anhu reports that 
Nabi sallahu alayh wasallam relates that Nabi sallahu alayh wa- 
sallam came to the well of Zam-zam so we drew out a bucket of 
water. Nabi sallahu alayh wasallam drank some water and spat 
out some back in the bucket. We poured the bucket back into 
the well. (Ahmad Hadith no.3527) 


5. Sayyiduna Jabir radial ahu anhu reports that Nabi sallahu 
alayh wasallam said: 


(4 cack Us ayo} elo) Ug sole 9 dale alll Lo alll Uguy Cemaw Ugly alll Le Gy pile 
(2603 Cytol 8) dele Gy! gin) 


Zam-zam is for what it is drank. (i.e. whatever intention/dua is 
made when drinking Zam-zam it will be fulfilled). 
(Ibn Majah hadith no.3062 ) 


6. Drinking a lot of Zam-zam is a sign of Iman and disliking 
Zam-zam is a sign of hypocrisy. 


Sgebar Y oail GiSLbl guy lity lo YTS] ) lB elu 9 ale dbl yuo all guy whe cul bs 
(1603 Cyto! o3) dele oi] Gin) (e50) G0 


Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas radial ahu anhu relates that Nabi sallahu 
alayh wasallam mentioned: 


“The difference between us and the hypocrites is that they do 
not drink a lot of Zam-zam. 

(Ibn Majah hadith no.3061) 

(Taken from the book Fadhlu Maiz Zam-zam). 
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Despite all these virtues of Zam-zam it is permissible for 
non-Muslims to drink of it. Upto one year after the conquest of 
Makkah Mukarramah non-Muslims were permitted to go for 
hajj and umrah. It is obvious that they too used to drink Zam- 
zam water.(Kitabul Fatawa 4/82) 


One should explain them that this is sacred water hence it 
should be respected and used accordingly. 


Y301 /2 (slrckl 2») Gaile Gal deblo-g slbbl sly than SI pital! UB Cand Mg 


DISCHARGING ZAKAT ON TRADE GOODS 


: lam writing to enquire about Zakaat. My brother and I 

have a small business of mobile phones we purchase phones 
and re sell them. Each year we take zakaat out on the goods as 
well as all the business money. I want to know a few things, 


1. Is zakaat payable on goods and money having had the goods 
and money for 1 whole year or is it payable even it goods and 
money were aquired in shabaan and we discharge our zakaat 
every Ramadhan? so do we wait a whole year or simply dis- 
charge zakaat every ramadhan based on what we have in regards 
to goods and money every ramadhan? 


2. Do we discharge zakaat on the goods on the amount they were 
bought for or do we discharge it for the amount we anticipate to 
sell them for? 
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3. During ramadhan we discharge parts of our zakaat on a daily 
basis throughout ramadhan, by the end of ramadhan we have 
discharged our zakaat, is this valid? 


A; 1) Zakat is payable on the goods, money, gold and silver 
that are in your possession on your “Zakat day” even if 
they came into your possession a few days before your “Zakat 
day”. Your “Zakat day” is that day of the year (according to 
Arabic calendar, not Gregorian calendar) on which you first 
became the owner of nisab (value of 612.35 grams of silver). For 
example if the first time you ever became the owner of money 
equal to the nisab or more was on the 10th of Ramadan, then 
your “Zakat day” is the 10th of Ramadan i.e. you will calculate 
your Zakat based on the goods, money, gold and silver that are 
in your possession on the 10th of Ramadan every year. 


2) Zakat is payable on the market value of goods i.e. the amount 
that they can be sold for. 


3) That is fine but the Zakat amount has to be calculated based 
on the zakatable assets that were in your possession on your 
“Zakat day” as mentioned in the first answer. 


WORKING AS A DELIVERY MAN 
FOR A PIZZA STORE SELLING PORK 


: lam living in UK. I am doing full time job as a Web De- 
Ole But, now as my father is retired and doing no job 
so from my salary I have to send them money. My salary is a bit 
short according to my expenses so I want to do part-time job but 
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the problem is that where ever I find job does involve HARAM 
stuff like if I want to work in any supermarket (like Sainsbury, 
TESCO, ALDI or any Petrol station/Garages etc) they sell Alco- 
hol and HARAM foods which we have to serve/Scan when you 
are on TILL. Secondly, if I want to do Food Delivery Job like in 
Pizza Shop (Dominos etc) they sell Pork in PIZZA. Let me tell 
you one more thing I do have some savings (that I was saving 
every month for my family like for kid’s higher studies or etc but 
now obviously not saving) and every month I have to take money 
out from my savings. 


So, my question is that can I do any work that I mentioned 
above in this Circumstances to full fill my expenses every 
month so that I don't have to take money out from my savings. 


1) Can I do Delivery Work in PIZZA shop that sell pork in 
PIZZA? 


2) Can I do work as Sales Assistant where I have to scan Alcohol 
or HARAM food (like PORK etc) on the TILL? 


: In most stores, a person is paid for making themselves 

available to carryout work, not for the actual work itself. For 
example, the employee is paid the same regardless of how much 
work needed to be completed or was actually completed on a 
particular day. In fact, on a slow day at the store, ifthe employee 
has no work to do, he is still paid regardless. 


Therefore, when a person works at the store, his pay is not from 
the actual scanning of items at the cash register or from the de- 
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liveries. Rather, he is paid for his time he dedicated to the store 
to carryout whatever work he is asked to perform. 


Hence, even though the actual act of scanning the alcohol or de- 
livering haram food is not proper, his income is still completely 
halal. However, while continuing his employment at the store 
where he has to perform such actions, he should still actively 
look for employment where he will not fall into such predica- 
ments, such as working as a clothing store, for example. 


Dv’ AA AT THE TIME OF IFTAAR 
Dwaa at the time of Iftaar 


Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (Radiyallahu Taala ‘anhu) nar- 
rates that I heard Nabi (Sallallahu ‘alayhi wassalam) saying: A 
fasting person has an accepted du‘a (prayer) at the time of iftar 
(time when he breaks his fast). 


It was the habit of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (Radiyallahu 
Taala ‘anhu) to call his wife and children at the time of iftar and 
make du‘a. 


Ibn Mulaykah (Rahimahullah Tala) mentions that I heard 


Sayyiduna * Abdullah ibn ‘ Amr (Radiyallahu Taala ‘anhu) 
making the following du‘a when he broke his fast: 


jab OT og OB Saag gol saxty le Gy gal 
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Allahumma inni As-aluka Bi-Rahmati kallati Wasi‘ at Kulla 
Shai'in An Taghfirlee 


O Allah! I ask You through Your all encompassing mercy to 
forgive me. 


(Tafsir Ibn Kathir 1/509) 


(905 / 1) - 985 Sal puads 
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SOME CLARIFICATIONS RELATED TO TABLEEGH JAMAT 


: I pray that you are well in this blessed month. Can you 

or a Tablighi Aalim provide answers to these questions 
please? Here Tabligh is referred to the, 4 months/days, mashw- 
era, ghush ...etc Tabligh. 


1. Is Tabligh the only way for self rectification? 

la. Is Tabligh the only way to get to close to Allah swt? 

2. Must everyone go to Tablighi Jamaat? 

3. Is Tabligh the most effective way for dawah? 

4. Allah (swt) says in the Holy Quran: “And let there among you 
be a group of people who invite to all that is good, who enjoin 
what is right and forbid what is wrong.” (3:104), is this referring 
to Tabligh or general dawah? Why only a group and not every- 
one? 

5. When did Tabligh begin? 

6. When Tablighi’s talk about sacrifice and effort, generally speak- 
ing how much sacrifice/effort must a person make? 
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:1. Is Tabligh the only way for self rectification? 

Tazkiya (self rectification) is one of Islam’s major fields. 
While we have been commanded to make our actions accord- 
ing to Quran and Sunnah, we have also been commanded to 
instill sincerity (ikhlas) in our hearts. Allah Taala has in fact 
mentioned that one who rectifies himself has without a doubt 
succeeded for hereafter. 


55 55 abil 
He who purifies himself has certainly succeeded. 
(Qur'an 87:14) 
For such an integral aspect of deen, Allah Taala has given dif- 
ferent means for its accomplishment, such as Tasawuf, Ilm and 
Tadrees, Dawah etc. Tabligh Jamat is just one of many such forms 
of self-rectification. 


At the same time, in a global village it is not easy for everyone to 
harness the true potential of any one of these means to attain self 
rectification. Allah Taala has blessed Tabligh Jamaat with such 
a worldwide acceptance with its core characteristics revolving 
around Ikhlas and Tazkiya, that it can easily be termed as one 
of the most easily accessible form of Dawah as well as gaining 
proximity towards Allah. 


la. Is Tabligh the only way to get to close to Allah swt? 

No, Tabligh is one of many forms of gaining proximity of Al- 
lah. While that is the case, Tabligh Jamat does offer a variety of 
different characteristics which are an integral in gaining Allah's 
proximity. 
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2. Must everyone go to Tablighi Jamaat? 

Every person can engage in the work of Tabligh Jamat. The pur- 
pose is to connect oneselfto Allah Taala in whatever way or form. 
It is not necessary to connect oneself through only one medium. 
At the same time if one is involved in one field, one should not 
look down at the other fields. The acceptance of one’s efforts 

is in the hands of Allah and not in certain specific field of the 
effort. 


3. Is Tabligh the most effective way for dawah? 

Tabligh Jamat is indeed one of the most potent forms of Dawah 
in current times. All it requires is for one to spend time. There 
are other forms of dawah as well, but the acceptance and out- 
reach which Allah has afforded to Tabligh Jamat is hardly 
matched. 


4. Allah (swt) says in the Holy Quran: “And let there among you 
be a group of people who invite to all that is good, who enjoin 
what is right and forbid what is wrong.” (3:104), is this refer- 
ring to Tabligh or general dawah? Why only a group and not 
everyone? The Ayah refers to all those who are striving to spread 
the deen of Allah. Tafsir ibn Kathir mentions under the Ayah 
(3:104):Ad-Dahhak mentioned, “These are a special group of 
the Companions and a special group of those after them, that is 
those who perform Jihad and the scholars.” Abu Jafar Al-Bagir 
said that Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam recited the verse 
“And let there among you be a group of people who invite to all 
that is good” and then said, “The Khayr is following of Qur'an 
and my Sunnah’. 


160 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


The objective of this Ayat is that there should be a group in this 
Ummah fulfilling this task, even though it is also an obligation 
on every member of this Ummah, each according to his ability. 
Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 


«gle 
(Whosoever among you witnesses an evil, let him change it with 
his hand. If he is unable, then let him change it with his tongue. 
If he is unable, then let him change it with his heart, and this is 
the weakest faith.) 


It is evident from this Tafsir that the duty is not solely for one 
group, rather for everyone. However the Ayah suggests that 

one group should specialize in this field. We can understand it 
from an aspect of a corporate business. The company will have 
many different departments. Every department will be excel- 
ling and specializing in their fields, like Marketing, Accounting, 
Research and Development etc. Every individual within these 
different depatyment may specialize in their particular field, but 
at one level or another they all promote that company. They all 
market for the goal of that company. However, this does not di- 
minish the specialized department of Marketing itself. Similarly 
in our deen, those who specialize in the field of Dawah and 
Tabligh will carry out the commands of spreading deen with 
much more vigour than those exerting their energies in other 
fields.A muslim doctor would carry out his obligation Tableegh 
and Dawah towards his patients as well as carrying out his civic 
duty to look after their health as well. Such a person is also part 
of this group mentioned in the Ayah, but his role will not be as 
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encompassing as the person who has taken out time especially 
for the field of Dawah. Similarly, an Alim will carry out all his 
obligations along with disseminating knowledge to the masses. 
This will be his way of fulfilling this Ayah’s obligation and being 


written among this special group. 


5. When did Tabligh begin? 

Mufti Abu Yahya Saheb has given a brief account about 
Tabligh Jamat in his detailed response. Please read :http:// 
www.askimam.org/fatwa/fatwa.php?askid=16332e682fc0 1 b- 
61c002a9ba9e9d 1 bf5 


6. When Tablighi’s talk about sacrifice and effort, generally 
speaking how much sacrifice/effort must a person make? 

As a principle, rewards in the path of Allah are according to ones 
sacrifice. One who will sacrifice more is worthy of more reward 
from Allah. In history Sahaba and our pious elders radiallahu 
anhum have spent their lives in spreading the deen of Allah. 


However, we cannot expect that all the ummah will be able to 
spend so much time and efforts towards this particular cause of 
deen. For this reason Tableegh Jamat has set out a system where- 
by every individual can exert to the extent of his own capacity 
and spend as much time and effort as possible. 
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SPECIAL E1p MESSAGE FROM MUFTI EBRAHIM DESAI 


The concept of celebrating in Islam is based on a religious 
achievement. 


All the conjunctions of Shariah are narrowed down to one thing 
- Taqwa. Alhamdulillah, Allah put us through a spiritual exer- 
cise to achieve taqwa. Make shukr to Allah for this great bounty. 
Now is the challenge to exercise taqwa. Keep away from all sins 
and preserve this most precious gift of taqwa. It is only then will 
we enjoy the true recognition of Allah and gain His wilaayat 


(friendship). 


dur dat 


pSiio 9 Lio al as 


- Mufti Ebrahim Desai 


Is IT PERMISSIBLE TO USE FACEBOOK? 


: lama student of Deen and want to learn and spread Islam. 

I use the internet extensively for this purpose. Also, because 
I am studying computer sciences, I spend most of my time on 
computers checking my mail etc. I was a facebook user until a 
year ago. I deactivated my account because our ulama wanted 
us to, based on the blasphemous events that took place in it.But 
now, a year or so after this incident, I see a lot of people who 
seem to be very pious and are daaees of Islam using it for the 
sake of dawat. Many of my friends and relatives also use it to 
share things even after being told not to. So if I send them any 
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e-mails, most of them go unread. I think and hope that if I use 
facebook to share Islamic things with them it would be beneficial 
for them. And, secondly, I would be able to see what my relatives 
and friends are up to so that I may think and care about them. 


So I want to ask you if I can use facebook for the sake of spread- 
ing Islamic awareness and to know what my friends and relatives 
are up to as J see no other available way. I will be very grateful if 


you could guide me on this. 


: You mentioned that you want to spread Deen and raise 

awareness of Islam. We commend you for this intention and 
pray that Allah, the Almighty gives you the ability to do so. How- 
ever, you also mentioned that you would like to try and do this 
on facebook, a website based on the intermingling of the sexes 
and communicating with non mahram_ people, which, unfortu- 
nately, some Muslims nowadays dont consider to be a sin. 


They consider it to be the ‘norm and say that there's nothing 
wrong with it. 


Allah, the Almighty says in the Quran: 
ghia Ue Syd aU Uy 94 S5) AS. phe's Ighadids gaylail jo pak) Gusbal us 


“Tell the believing men to reduce [some] of their vision and 
guard their private parts. That is purer for them. Indeed, Allah 
is acquainted with what they do.’ 

(Qur'an 24:30) 
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This ayah is not restricted to the men because further on Allah 
gives women the same order. 


Si phils We Jab ls YI] SHR) Gua Jo Shesib Shadi Gaslall bo GARE ollebaD Js 
And tell the believing women to reduce [some] of their vision 
and guard their private parts and not expose their adornment 
except that which [necessarily] appears thereof and to wrap [a 
portion of] their head covers over their chests 

(Qur'an 24:31) 


If we look at the state of the Muslim youth nowadays, we will 
see that they have become so modernised that intermingling has 
become common until the extent that the Muslim girls do not 
even cover their heads let alone their faces and they freely mis- 
behave, joke and interact with the opposite gender. Then friends 
take pictures of these people and upload them on facebook just 
so all their other friends and relatives can see the pictures which 
is obviously wrong. 

Also you mentioned that your family and friends ‘share’ things 
on facebook. When you flick through their photo albums, you 
will inevitably see people who may or may not be their mahaa- 
rim, but they certainly wont be yours. And even if you don't go 
through their photo albums, when you look at their ‘walls, the 
profile pictures of all the non mahram people that post on their 
wall will be visible to you. At first, you may have the power to 
control yourself and not interact and communicate with them, 
but over a period of time you will start to. (You cannot place but- 
ter in a hot pan and claim that it won't melt). 
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Some people may claim that merely looking at a photo of some- 
one else is not harmful as long as one isn't interacting with that 
person. There is a saying that ‘butter next to fire will melt. Every 
person knows that they have their base desires. The uncon- 
trollable attraction to the opposite sex. And what guarantee 
does one have that he will stop at just viewing the photo? That 
he wont feel like interacting with the girl in the picture. That 
because the girl in the picture has put on make up to try and 
make herself look more beautiful, he wont start to lust after her 
and comment on the picture and eagerly await a reply. And then 
when he feels the moment is right, he'll send a friend request?! 
And the more friends you have, the more likely it is that you 
will end up looking at the pictures of non mahram people, even 
if you haven't befriended them yourself. 


We are not negating the fact that there are benefits of using 
facebook; however the harms of using facebook outnumber the 
benefits. 


Allah says: 

Ligadd oo 58l ads 
“Their sin is greater than their benefit.” 
(Qur'an 2:219) 


People need to realise that facebook and other social network- 
ing sites are just a mean of spreading Islam and raising aware- 
ness. They are not the only means for this. People use Deen as 
an excuse to sign up to these sites, then they eventually forget 

their ‘original purpose’ and become like all the other users. 
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You also mentioned that you want to use facebook to see what 
your friends and family are up to. This is also not a valid excuse 
at all because most people don't disclose important information 
that needs to be told to others on social networking sites. If it is 
urgent and you need to know about it, they will call you. Many 
of the people on facebook and other sites keep on changing 
their status to unimportant and petty things like Tm going for 
a haircut’ or Tm going to sleep now’ If you really need to com- 
municate with them, you may do so by calling once in a while... 


Is reading these kinds of statuses the kind of thing you want to 
spend your time indulged in. Even when the Prophet s.a.w has 
said: 


“It is from the good of ones Deen that he leaves those things 
that do not concern him.” 
(Tirmidhi Hadith no.2318) 


And: 


“The dwellers of paradise will only regret the time they spent in 
the world not doing the dhikr of Allah” 
(Baihagqi) 


So do you really want to regret the time you wasted reading an 
unnecessary status of another person and browsing their pic- 
tures. 


If you are havent already done anything that you regret, there is 
no need to enter into something that has the potential to make 
you do something you will come to regret. 
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CLARIFICATION ON HADITH OF MIGRATION AT TIME OF FITNA 


: What is the meaning of the hadith regarding migrating in 
the age of fitna? How shall I preserve my faith?. 


: Imam Bukhari narrates in his authentic compilation of 
hadith that the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 


peace) said, 


“A time will come that the best property of a Muslim will be 
sheep, which he will take on the top of mountains and the places 
of rainfall (valleys) so as to flee with his religion from Al-Fitan 
(afflictions and trials)” (Sahih al-Bukhari 1/7 Qadeemi kutub 
khana) 


The scholars of Hadith state that the meaning of ‘al-fitan’ is that 
scenario where there is widespread violation of the laws of Allah 
Taala. In addition, for one to practice upon Islam it is extremely 
difficult and the means to practice are all but gone. Such a time 
is regarded as al-fitan. 


This hadith is not promoting celibacy. Instead, it is highlight- 
ing the last resort to preserve one’s faith. (Inaam al-Baari 1/404 
Maktabah al-Hiraa) 


Furthermore, if a person is trapped in the web of al-fitan and 
he has the strength and courage to counter these trials, then it 
will be compulsory for him to try his utmost to vanquish these 
trials. If he is weak and unable to face the severity of the trials, it 
is better for him to migrate. (Umdah al-Qaari 1/224 Maktabah 
at-tawfigiyyah) 
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Let alone acommon Muslim, every Muslim should constantly be 
striving to preserve his faith. There are some deeds every Muslim 
should do daily without fail to safeguard his/her faith. Below 
is a checklist which everybody should try and adhere to. Every 


night, take account of yourself and see if you practiced the ‘5 
points. 


1) Men must perform their 5 times salaah in the masjid 
with the congregation. Likewise, women should perform 5 
times salaah at home in the recommended time. 

2) Recite a portion of the Quran daily according to one’s 
capacity. 

3) Study the English translation of the Quran for 10-15 
minutes daily. We recommend Maariful Quran by Mufti Mu- 
hammad Shafi sahib or Tafseer Uthmani by Maulana Shabeer 
Ahmed Uthmani sahib (Allah have mercy on them). 

4) To perform zikr (remembrance of Allah) daily. The 
recitation of 100 times Salawaat on the Prophet (Allah bless 
him and give him peace), a 100 times Istighfaar and a 100 times 
third kalimah some time in the morning and evening. 

5) Do your utmost to fulfil the rights of people. Do not 
oppress or hurt anyone. 


If there is a downpour of rain and we see shelter, we immedi- 
ately run to that shelter. Likewise, when there is a downpour of 
trials, the shelter is the company of the pious and god-fearing. 
Frequent the gatherings of the pious in your locality. Also, try 
and spend some time with the brothers in Tabligh Jamaah. It 
is a praiseworthy movement with the sole aim of refreshing and 


reviving the faith of the people. 
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Is IT PERMISSIBLE TO SELL CHURCH SKIRTS? 


: A supplier is selling a type of skirt called a church skirt, 
which customers use in a church. Are we allowed to buy 
and sell this skirt? 


A : It is permissible for a Muslim to buy and sell the type of 


skirt in reference. 
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DOES ONE HAVE TO DISTRIBUTE PROFITS 
OF A PARTNERSHIP EQUALLY? 


: land a few friends of mine have planned to start an engi- 
neering consulting firm together. We have planned for two 
roles: 


1) As a consultant general. Meaning of consultant: Consultants 
are individuals that typically work for themselves but may also be 
associated with a consulting firm. They, for a fee, give advice or 
provide a service in a field of specialized knowledge or training. 
The consultants can work alone or with the clients’ staff. So as a 
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firm we will get money from them and provide technical support 
to them (out sourcing). 


2) As a consult stafhing company: a company that provides con- 
sultants to the clients (like manpower consulting). This is par- 
ticularly common in the technology sector. Consultants are of- 
ten called contractors in the technology sector in reference to 
their employment contract. When a client demands their need 
for manpower, we will select a few people or take an interview of 
them and make them work for that client under our name. Then 
that client will send us the payment. 


Our doubt is; we are from different areas. So how should we 
share the profit and loss amongst ourselves? One of my friends 
is doing design, and the other is handling the manpower. If the 
one handling the manpower gets more income than the one who 
does the design, do we have to share it amongst ourselves equal- 
ly or can we have some percentage of sharing? Please advise us 
what to do? 


: The type of contract that you and your friends hope to 

implement is called shirkatul abdaan. This is when two or 
more people decide to work together without any capital (no 
money invested from either party) and agree to split the profits 
between them according to the agreement they make (can be 
equal or different percentages). It will be permissible whether 
the craft/ line of work is the same or different. And it will also 
be permissible whether the partners are from different places or 
the same place. 
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We recommend that you have a contract drawn up that clearly 
states the terms and conditions of the contract and the allotted 
profits etc, and you should keep the following Hadith-e- Qudsi 
in mind: 


Logi 0 Cueyd UIE ISIS. dole Lamsel gay b lo Sa pill CUE UI: les alll dads 
(2232 Cytol 3) whtrub) 


Allah the Almighty says: ‘I am the third of two partners as long 
as they don't deceive each other. Then when they deceive each 
other, I leave them? (Mustadrak hadith no.2322) 
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ON WHAT PRICE DO WE CALCULATE 
ZAKAT FOR STOCK IN TRADE? 


: Most businessmen I know pay zakaat on stock in trade at 
cost price , not selling price. Please confirm which is the 
correct value to be used? 


: When calculating Zakat, the market related value of the 
stock in trade will be considered on the day the Zakat is 
due. 
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INJECTING BRINE SOLUTION IN FROZEN CHICKEN 


: Some poultry abattoirs inject Brine into the chickens in 
O::: process between slaughter and packing. This reportedly 
serves to elongate shelf life of the chickens. But it also increases 
the size of the chickens as well as the weight. 


: Brine injection in poultry carcass is an industrial practice 
to enhance the taste, tenderize the meat and prolong the 


shelf life. 


This practice is generally governed by Department of Agricul- 
ture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

The practice of using salt as a preservative was prevalent in older 
times as well. 


However, since injecting brine solution increases the weight of 
the chicken carcass, this increase in weight should be clearly 
mentioned on the packaging. This is a legal requirement as well. 
Concealing this increase in weight due to the brine solution may 
lead to deception. 
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try-brine-inject (accessed 21st Sept. 2011) 
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Is IT PERMISSIBLE FOR ISLAMIC RADIO STATIONS 
TO USE FACEBOOKS? 


: (Continuing from your article about abstaining from face- 
book). Is it then permissible for Islamic radio stations to use 
facebook and twitter? 


: It was stated in the previous article: 

“You mentioned that you want to spread Deen and raise 

awareness of Islam. We commend you for this intention and pray 
that Allah, the Almighty gives you the ability to do so. However, 
you also mentioned that you would like to try and do this on 
facebook, a website based on the intermingling of the sexes and 
communicating with non mahram people, which, unfortunately, 
some Muslims nowadays don't consider to be a sin. They consid- 
er it to be the ‘norm and say that there's nothing wrong with it..” 
The same statement can be applied to this question. Many ra- 
dio stations have a good intention when they initially make a 
facebook or twitter page, but the users and ‘fans/ followers’ are 
generally of a mixed gender. Therefore, if the radio station is able 
to ensure that there will be segregation on their website, there 
will be no harm in using facebook or twitter to assist the radio 
station. 
However, if someone looks at the ‘islamic’ groups on facebook 
or twitter, they will see that majority of the groups do not imple- 
ment this and they will see the amount of unlawful interaction 
there is between the sexes. 
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“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooper- 
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ate in sin and aggression. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is severe 
in penalty.’ (Qur'an 5:2) 


The shari ruling will be according to the measures taken by the 
radio station to ensure that their ‘page/ wall.’ is sharia compli- 
ant. 


Is IT PERMISSIBLE TO WORK FOR AN NGO? 


: Iam working in a NGO, the organization name is ‘save 

the children, I am an agricultural officer, and our work is 
to motivate people to sow vegetables. To motivate them we go to 
people homes and sometimes communicate with men. Our or- 
ganization is basically from the USA and our salary comes in the 
form of dollars and my friend say that is a Haraam salary, please 
guide me as I am unsatisfied by my job. I feel that I have done a 
great sin. I have not found peace anywhere. 

: Agriculture is commendable and encouraged in Islam. 

Many verses of the Quran and Ahadith refer to agricultural 
activities. 


Allah Taaala says; 
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Well, tell Me about that (seed) which you sow: Is it you who 
grow it, or are We the One who grows? 
(Qur'an 56:63-64) 


It is mentioned in a Hadith, 
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“A Muslim who plants a tree or grows a crop, and then, a man, 
bird or animal eats of it, it will be charity on his part.” 

Sahih Bukhari 2/817 , Dar ibnKatheer , Al Yamaama 

Sahih Muslim 3/1189, Dar Ihyaa Al turaath Al Arabi , Beirut 
You stated that your work is to motivate people to sow vegeta- 
bles. This service is Shariah compliant and your salary will also 
be Shariah compliant. 


We understand you are a female. If our understanding is correct, 
then we also take this opportunity to remind you to observe the 
Shariah laws of Hijab.Cover yourself appropriately and do not 
interact with males unnecessarily. 


Peace lies in conforming to the Sharia at all times and also mak- 


ing the Zikr of Allah. 
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LIVING IN A HOUSE BOUGHT THROUGH A LOAN FROM A BANK 


: My father owns 2 businesses, business A being his main 

business and B being his second. Both run independently, 
one can servive without the other. He also has many properties. 
‘These properties are earning a rental income. ‘The rental from 
one of his properties is used to run madressas which is part of 
his charitable fund. 


In business A he uses an overdraft facility and loans from com- 
mercial banks for his cash flow, to run his bussiness, which he 
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is paying intrest on. It has been suggested to him to sell bussi- 
ness b and some properties so that he will have enough money to 
run business a without paying intrest.he has had good offers for 
business b and his properties, however he is not interested. The 
problem of paying intrest has been explained to him but he does 
not want to listen. 


He is also living in a home where he as a bond. He does have an- 
other apartment which is vacant, which he can sell to pay off his 
bond. He also refuses to do this. 


I and my sisters all live in homes provide by my father, which 
were purchsed on bonds. These homes have now been paid for. 
we also have a second property each purchased in the same man- 
ner. We also receive a monthly income from our father. 
Alhumdulilahallah (s.w.t) has given some understanding of deen 
and we are now concerned about our situation. Please could you 
answer the following qustions? 

Q1) can we live in these homes knowing intrest was paid on 
them. 

Q2) is the money that we receive every month halaal for un 
knowing that the business is being run on intrest. 

Q3) should he be going for haj and umrah every year and run- 
ning madressas when he is paying intrest in his bussiness and 
living in a bonded property. 


A : Alhamdolillah, Allah granted you understanding of Deen 
that interest is haram. Continue advising your father with 


respect and wisdom. 


There are two issues here: 
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a. ‘To buy a house on bond or to run a business with interest 
and loan. 
b. Ownership of the house. 


It is haraam (strictly prohibited) to take an interest loan to pur- 
chase a house or to run a business. 
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O ye who believe! fear Allah and relinquish what remains of in- 
terest, if you are believers. But if you do it not, then beware of war 
from Allah and His Messenger; and if you repent, then you shall 
have your original sums; thus you shall not wrong, nor shall you 
be wronged. (Qur'an 2:279-280) 


Rasulullah salallahualayhi wasallam cursed the one who con- 
sumes Riba, or gives it, or stands witness for it ormakes out the 
contractfor it.(Abu Dawud hadith no.3333) 


However, your father will be the owner of the house. If he gave 
you the house or any moneys as a gift, it will be valid as your fa- 
ther’s major source of income is from halaal. 


Alhamdolillah, your father can afford to gofor Hajj or Umrah 
every year. You shouldcontinue to making him understand that 
the noorhe will attain from his Hajj or Umrah (or any other Ibaa- 
dat) may get spoiled by dealing in interest. Therefore you have to 
advise your father to abstain from interest bearing loans. 
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PUTTING JEWELLERY ON CHILDREN S NAME 


: Can we hand over ownership of jewellery on the name of 
our children who have not reached the age of puberty (na- 
baligh)? In this scenario is it necessary to give Zakat on the jew- 


ellery? 


: Ifthe ownership of the jewellery is transferred to the chil- 

dren then Zakat would not be compulsory on the jewellery. 
When the children become adults (baligh), if the jewellery they 
possess reaches the threshold of Nisab, then after one Lunar 
year Zakat would be compulsory on the jewellery. 


However, it is necessary that the transfer of ownership of the 
jewellery is done using explicit terms or by an action which 
indicates the transfer of ownership (e.g. taking possession of 
the jewellery). Furthermore, the transfer should be done by the 
father and if this is not possible than it should be done by any 
trustee of the father and preferably in the presence of witnesses. 
Additionally, since the jewellery in this case now belongs to the 
children it would not be permissible for someone else to use this 
jewellery. 
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Is NAME GIVING CEREMONY PERMISSIBLE 


: 1) My wife will soon be giving birth inshallah to our first 

child. This is obviously a very happy and joyous occasion 
for our family. It has always been a tradition in my family to 
have a specific day set aside to invite the close relatives to attend 
a “name giving” ceremony for the newborn child. Is a ‘name 
giving ceremony allowed or encouraged in Islam? Assuming it is 
not allowed, what will be the kindest and most polite way for me 
to explain to my beloved parents & close family members that I 
cannot keep a ‘name giving’ ceremony. 


2) My wife's name is Mariam. If we are blessed with a daughter is 
it allowed or recommended to name the child the same name as 
her mother and call her Mariam also? 


: We make dua Almighty Allah grants you a pious, healthy, 
obedient and beautiful child. Aameen. 
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Shariah does not prohibit us from expressing happiness during 
joyous occasions. If one expresses happiness or takes part in a 
custom which is within the parameters of Shari‘ah, then it will 
perfectly permissible. 


A ‘name giving’ ceremony will be permissible if the following 
principles are adhered to: 


1) There must not be any intermingling of the opposite gen- 
ders. 

2) The get-together should be free ofall sin like music, mov- 
ie-making and other impermissible acts. 

3) One should not believe this practice to be a sunnah or a 
compulsory act of Deen. 

4) There should not be persistence for it to transpire to such 
an extent that if somebody who is unable to attend is scolded or 
rebuked. If people are blameworthy and thought ill of for not 
attending such a gathering, then such gatherings should not take 
place. 


Gathering people ona specific date is for convenience. Specify- 
ing dates will be problematic when it is done to acts of worship 
which are free of such specification. 


However, as majority of such customs fail to meet the criteria and 
in most instances the laws of Sharivah are violated, one should 
abstain from having a name giving ceremony. Many people will 
regard this to be from amongst the laws of aqgeeqah. Hence these 
practices should be shunned altogether. 
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The practice of the Sahabah (may Allah be pleased with them) 
on such occasions was to bring the new born child in the pres- 
ence of the Prophet (Salutations and peace be upon him). Imam 
Bukhari reports that Abu Musa al-Ash/ari (May Allah be pleased 
with him) was blessed with a boy. He brought the child to the 
Prophet (Salutations and peace be upon him). The Prophet 
named the boy Ibrahim and carried out tahneek (placing of a 
sweet substance on the palate). Thereafter, he made dua on be- 


half of the child. 


Imam Nawawi (may Allah be pleased with him) states that it is 
mustahab to take a new born child to the pious and gain their 
blessings and prayers for the baby. Instead of having a name giv- 
ing ceremony, you should consider taking your new born child 
to the pious and gain their prayers and blessings for your child. 


The objective of names is to help differentiate and distinguish be- 
tween people. By having two people with identical names under 
one roof will cause confusion in the smallest of errands. There 
will be confusion in the letters received as to who exactly is the 
addressee. Phone calls for one of the two will always puzzle the 
one receiving the call. Dental appointments, optician’s appoint- 
ments and the like can be easily misunderstood. Although it 
will be permissible to keep the name of the child and mother the 
same, it is not advisable. 
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AN ORPHAN USING INTEREST FROM HIS BANK ACCOUNT 


: My father passed away when I was 14. I am studying and 

Iam unable to go for work. So we have an amount and we 
deposited it in bank and an interest of 5000 comes. Is there any 
concession in this situation to use the interest? We are caught 
under poverty. 


: We make dua that Allah Taaalah Shower your father with 
his special mercy. Ameen. 


You did not mention how much money you have in bank. The 
amount of interest is big, 5000. Therefore it means that the capital 
amount in the bank is also very big. 


We understand that you have a fear of poverty and you are look- 
ing for solution in Shariah to protect yourself against it. 

You have to understand that this world is Darul Asbaab (A world 
of means). We have to adopt means for whatever we want. Fi- 
nally it is Allah who puts effects in the means we adopt. Al- 
lah Taaalah made some people rich and some poor. While you 
strive to enrich yourself, have the belief that you will got only 
that which is decreed for you. No more, no less, You should read 
Surah Waagiyah every night after magrib salah. It is a protection 
against poverty. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


Hadhrat Uthman Radiallahu anhu, said to Hadhrat Abdullah Ibn 
Masood Radiallahu anhu that Nabi said : “Those who read Surah 
Waagiyah every night, poverty will never afflict him”. 

(Fadhail Sahaabah li Ahmad ibn Hambal Maktabah Tsaalah Bei- 
rut, V2, P726) Allah Taalah is Razaaq. In the Holy Qur'aan, Al- 
lah Taalah said: “Allah give sustainance to who wishes without 
counting ” 


You should remove the money from the bank and invest it in 
a Mushaarakah (to be partners with somebody in business) or 
Mudaarabah (Silent partner ship). In brief Mudaarabah is the 
person gives you R10000 as capital to do business and both of 
you share the profit according to mutual agreement for example 
50% each. If there is a profit of for example R1000, both will get 
R500. If there is a loss it will be taken out from the R10000 and 
you will get no profit . 


For a detailed explanation on Musharakah and Mudaarabah, 
kindly find attached relevant articles from Introduction of Islam- 
ic finance of Mufti Taqi Usmani Saheb. 
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SELLING SEA WATER 


: Is it permissible to sell bottled sea water that people may 
use in religious rituals? 


: It is permissible to sell bottled sea water to people that may 

use it for religious rituals. The seller of the water does not 
need to be privy to the intentions of the purchaser . 

A ylabl Gb. Gb ed g QuUl2 

38 GT lgberd ds oy Quad ASB GI Lag ll ML 9] Lal quad Yo B91 0 dacs GS sll tol gu lg ASphll le de cd Lad! 

ToLbe logis gu oll 


Please download a standard Mudaarabah contract prepared by the Darul Iftaa at : 
http://daruliftaa.net/sharcompliancy/Download-document/Mudarabah- Agreement.htm| 
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Is SISTER’S HUSBAND A MAHRAM? 
CAN ONE GO TO HAJJ WITH HIM? 


: [came across some argument and I would like to know 
if your sister’s husband is your mahram. And can Haj be 
performed with him? 


: Allah Taala is All-Wise and His commands are full of 
wisdom. ‘The fulfillment of Allah's commands guarantees 
a peaceful and enjoyable life. Allah Taala says in the Glorious 
Quran: 
(79 481 3) tout] 690) dub She dinerild Gogo gm9 (I gl SS (0 ledlo as 0 


Whoever, male or female, has done righteous deeds, while a 
believer, 
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We shall certainly make him live a good life (Quran: 16/97) 
Today evils such as immodesty, adultery, and avenues leading to 
these sins are so widespread and have become a norm in society, 
resulting in the destruction of lives and the foundation of fami- 
lies. 


In principle, it is not permissible for a man to be alone with a 
female. Therefore if the man in reference is not a Mahram of 
the woman, then their sitting together and making Dua is not 
allowed. Furthermore, even the talking of a strange man and 
strange woman is not permissible unless it is necessary. 
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TOPICAL FLUORIDE THERAPY 


: My child’s dentist has recommended an application of 

Topical Fluoride. This is a preventative treatment to help 
reduce the risk of tooth decay. The Topical Fluoride application 
contains a trace of alcohol (Ethanol). The fluoride is painted on 
to the teeth and is easily removed using toothbrush. 


Is the above mentioned dental treatment permissible? 


: According to Hanafi Madhab, the prohibition of Khamr 

is restricted to the alcohol derived from grapes and dates. 
The alcohol (ethanol) used in these medication is derived from 
non grapes sources. 
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Consumption of non-khamr alcohol is permissible when used 
for the purpose of medication as long as it does not intoxicate. 
Hence the use of Fluoride therapy will be permissible. 


Is PUNISHMENT IN THE GRAVE A REALITY? 


: One of my friends said that there is no such thing as azaabe 

gabr, and that such things go against the Quran and there 
is no authentic Hadith related to azaabe qabr. Could you kindly 
narrate a few if any? 


A:l. 
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“And they will be exposed to the fire day and night. Then, on 
the day the hour will rise (day of judgement), it shall be said 
to the Angels: Cast the people of the Pharaoh into the severest 
punishment!” 
(Qur'an 40:46) 


Commentary: 


. “Our scholars have substantiated the punishment in the 
grave with this verse of the Holy Qur'an. They say: “The verse 
indicates that fire will be brought to them morning and evening 
and this does not refer to the day of judgment as Allah says: “And 
on the day judgment will be established, cast you the people of 
Pharaoh in the severest penalty” (i.e. it is referring to a time that 
is before the day of judgment, m). It also does not refer to this 
world, as bringing them to the fire did not occur in this world. 
Therefore, it becomes evident that this happened after their death 
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and will happen before the Day of Judgment, thus it proves the 
establishment of the punishment in the grave. When it is estab- 
lished and proved for Pharaoh's people it will also be established 
for others, as there is no reason of distinction” 


° “This verse is a fundamental evidence for the Ahle-Sun- 
nah-wal-Jamah in establishing the punishment of the grave”. 


2 
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“We shall punish them twice and then they will be returned to a 
great punishment” 
(Qur'an 9:101) 


Commentary: 

. Tabarani narrates from Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas (Allah be 
pleased with him) that he said: “Once on Friday the Messenger 
of Allah (Allah bless him & give him peace) gave a sermon. And 
then he said: “Allah has disgraced the hypocrites in the world 
and that is the first punishment and the second punishment will 
be in the grave” 


Bi 
CIE S55e8 Gadl. Kadi 19231 quail shal Sislalig ogall bab g Sodilbl ol 5p 3s 
shad al 58 283 Gali GE al de Selah GAS Ue Geil 


“If only you could see when the wrongdoers are in the throes 

of death and the Angels are stretching out their hands saying 
“Bring forth your souls! This day you shall be recompensed with 
the torment of disgrace because of what you used to say about 
Allah other than the truth. And you grew arrogant against his 
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signs!” 
(Quran 6:93) 


Commentary: 

. This is an address to the wrong doers while they are dy- 
ing, informing them that they will be severely tormented on the 
very day of their death. If the punishment were to be postponed 
to the Day of Judgment, they would not have been told: “This 
day you shall be recompensed”. This proves that there is a tor- 
ment in the grave. 


References from the Ahadith: 
1. Hazrat Aisha radhiallahu anha narrates that Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wasallam said: “Verily there is a constriction in 


the grave and if anyone was to pass it or be safe from it, it would 
be Sad bin Muadh.” 


2 Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam said: “The grave is 
a garden from the gardens of Paradise or a pit from the pits of 
Hell” 


5: Hani the freed slave of Hadhrat Utman radhiallahu anhu 
narrates that when Hadhrat Uthman ibn Affan would stand in 
front of a grave, he would cry until his beard would become 
moist. It was once said to him. You mention Heaven and Hell 
and you dont cry yet you cry from this? He replied “Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wasallam said “Verily the grave is the first hur- 
dle from the hurdles of the Hereafter. If one succeeds in it, then 
what is to come after it will be easier for him. However, if does 
not succeed in it, then what is to come after it will be harder for 
him” 
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He also said that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam said: “I 
have not seen a sight except that the grave is more horrific than 
it.” 

4. Sad radhiallahu anhu used to teach his children the fol- 
lowing words like how a teacher teaches children to write. He 
used to say “Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam used to seek 
Allah’s refuge from these things after every Salah” “Oh Allah, I 
seek your protection from cowardice and I seek your protection 
from that I am sent forth to a feeble age and I seek refuge in you 
from the trials of the world and I seek refuge in you from the 
punishment of the grave.” 


5. Aisha radhiallahu anha narrates that a Jewess came to her 
and mentioned the punishment of the grave and said “May Al- 
lah protect you from the punishment of the grave.’ So Hadhrat 
Aisha radhiallahu anha asked Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasal- 
lam about the punishment of the grave and Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wasallam said “There is a punishment of the grave” Aisha 
radhiallahu anha says that I never saw Rasulullah sallallahu alai- 
hi wasallam pray a Salah after that instance except that he seeked 
refuge from the punishment of the grave. 


6. Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhu narrates that once Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wasallam passed by two graves and said “Verily 
both of them are getting punished albeit not from a major sin” 
Then he said “This one used to be a tale bearer and this one did 
not safeguard himself from his urine” 

Above are only a few Ahadith. There are numerous other narra- 
tions in the other books. 
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Consensus of the Aslaf (pious predecessors) 

Our illustrious, wise sincere predecessors also accepted, believed 
in and preached the reality of the punishment of the grave. Below 
are just a few quotes: 


1. “And we believe in the punishment of the Grave for the 
people who deserve it. Imam Abu Hanifa said: Whosoever de- 
nies the punishment of the grave, then he is from the perishing 


Jahmiyyah group. 


z: “And the punishment of the grave is for the disbelievers 
and for some of the disobedient believers.” 


3. “And the constriction of the grave and the punishment of 
the grave for all of the disbelievers. And for some of the disobe- 
dient believers it is a true possibility” 


4. Imam Qurtubi states: “Belief in the punishment of the 
grave and its trials is obligatory and affirming it is incumbent.” 


D: Murwadhi says: Abu Abdillah (Imam Ahmad bin Han- 
bal) told us: “The punishment of the grave is Haq and none deny 
it except a person who is deviated and one who deviates.” 

The Ahadith in support of the punishment of the grave are mut- 
awatir. Contrary to the belief of some who contend that there is 
no shar’i basis for the punishment of the grave. 

Imam al-Taftazani states in his commentary of al-Aqaid al-Na- 


safiyya: 


“In general the narrations on this subject (punishment of the 
grave) and on many of the states of the next world are mutawatir 
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in meaning, although the individual narrations taken separately 
do not attain the rank of tawatur” 


(Sad al-Din al-Taftazani on the creed of Najm al-Din al-Nasafi, 
P.127- Daral Bayriti) 


Imam al-Suyuti (Allah have mercy on him) compiled seventy 
such narrations in his excellent book Sharh al-sudur fi ahwal 
al-mawta wa al-qubir. He says: 


“The narrations with regards to the punishment of the grave have 
reached the level of certainty (tawatur). They have been report- 
ed by a group of Companions (Allah be pleased with them all)”, 
(Pg.119. Darul Madani) 


The punishment of the grave has been so clearly proven that the 
the four main Fugaha (Imam Abu-Hanifa, Shafi, Ahmad, Ma- 
lik rahmatullahi alaihim), all the Muhaddithin and Aslaf are all 
unanimous on the fact that the punishment of the grave is a real- 
ity and they all believe in it. These are the people who were given 
the true understanding of the Quran and Ahadith. 
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FEEL AND BEHAVE LIKE A FAMILY! 


: My sister has been married for six years and has a little 
daughter. She lives in a small community which is condu- 
cive to an Islamic life-style in the sense that amenities such as 
islamic schools, madaris etc. are close to her home. 
Despite having a home and secure employment, her husband 
wishes to re-locate to a town which has no such facilities and 
which is very far from both their families. 
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In addition he sometimes compels her to cancel previously made 
arrangements in order to accompany him to the functions of dis- 
tant relatives. Since he works during the week, she would prefer 
that they spend the week-ends filling in quality time with their 
child rather than attending these functions of relatives whom 
they do not even know very well. My sister has no objection in 
attending the functions of close friends and relatives. 


My concern is that because of her husbands constant domina- 
tion, my sister is beginning to feel that shariah has made wom- 
en the under-dogs of men, because her husband cites shariah to 
keep her under his control. 


He wishes to dictate her every move, how the family spends their 
free time, where they should live, what their child should wear, 
etc. I believe that important matters should be discussed between 
a husband & wife before a final decision is taken, but according 
to my brother-in-law, a man needs not consider his wife's opin- 
ion. He insists that this is what shariah dictates. 


Please advise me on this matter so that I can present Mufti Sahib’s 
advice to both, my sister & her husband. 


: The secret to a happy family is that while there are clearly 
defined roles of the husband and wife, the feelings of both 


are taken into account and consideration. 


If one were to purely look at who possesses what authority in 
each area of life, then it would stop feeling like a family. That is 
why Islam has given us two wonderful tools for decision-making. 
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One is mashwarah (mutual consultation) and and the second is 
istikharah (prayer for guidance). 


If the husband started asking questions like “Does Islam require 
me to spend time with my family on the weekends?” and ifthe 
wife started asking questions like “Does Islam require me to 
make lunch?” it would be a recipe for disaster. This is because 
whenever a family looks only at fulfilling the minimum huqtgq 
(rights) of one another and disregards the feelings and sensitivi- 
ty of the other spouse then its very easy for arguments to occur. 
Since the husband's reason for moving to another town has not 
been mentioned, we cannot speculate on his intentions. Keep- 
ing this fact in mind it would be best for the husband to sit 
down and discuss with his wife, his reasons for moving to that 
town. As a suggestion, both can make up a list of pros and cons, 
and how their daughter's education and tarbiyah (upbringing) 
might be affected. In addition, they can also seek out a local 
scholar and explain to him the reasons so that he can give fur- 
ther advice after hearing both sides. 


Spending quality time with the children is also a paramount 
objective of the parents. The couple can work out an arrange- 
ment where they can adequately spend quality time with their 
child and also be able to attend the functions of distant relatives. 
If managed properly, both can be accomplished if the husband 
feels it is important to attend to a specific function to keep rela- 
tives happy and maintain cordial relations. 


Both husband and wife should make an effort to understand 
each other and understand that they are life-long partners. If 
mashwarah (mutual consultation) is made keeping in mind the 
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need to compromise it would lead to a much happier marriage 
than the husband just getting his way. 


ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES 


: My question was in relation to ART [Assisted Reproduc- 
tive Technologies]. 


Would it be permissible for an unmarried man to use frozen 
sperm cells of his acquired before he gets married (frozen due to 
some illness and treatment that may harm or reduce his fertility) 
to have children with his wife, using her eggs once he gets mar- 
ried in the future? 


Also would the same man be allowed to use sperm cells created 
using stem cell technologies from his own DNA/cells in the fu- 
ture once this has been proven safe to use for human reproduc- 
tion through scientific research? 


: In your query, you have stated that you wanted to secure 
yourself from infertility by freezing your sperm out of the 
fear that you may become infertile in the future. 


There are two important principals in Shariah that have to be 
considered in response to your query. 


1. Necessity unrestricts that which has been restricted in 
Shariah. 
2: Whatever is permitted due to dire need will be restricted 
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to the extent of its necessity. 


Necessity is when a person reaches such a state that if he does 
not indulge in an unlawful act, he will die or be close to death. It 
is only in this state when unlawful becomes lawful. Also, in the 
state of necessity, unlawful becomes lawful only with the follow- 
ing three conditions: 


a) The person is so sick that his life is in danger 

b) The fear of losing life is not just an assumption, but a reliable 
doctor also agrees, and the treatment is unavailable with lawful 
substances 

c) The doctor is convinced that the person will be cured by using 
the unlawful substance 


Reverting back to your situation, you have stated that you fear 
that you may become infertile. You fear you won't have any chil- 
dren. Out of this fear, you want to freeze your sperm. This would 
be impermissible since this is merely an assumption. The laws of 
Shariah are not relaxed based on assumptions. They are based on 
an absolute situation. 


The following may also be considered: 


1. Firstly, the sperm is normally acquired through mastur- 
bation, which is prohibited. 
2: An insemination procedure uses a thin, flexible tube 


(catheter) to put sperm into the woman’s reproductive tract 
which would require both the couples to expose their private 
parts which is Haram. 

3. There are many risks involved in such a procedure. Here 
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are few which are listed below: 

. Insemination combined with superovulation increases 
the risk of multiple pregnancies (conceiving more than one fe- 
tus). Multiple pregnancies are a high risk for mother and fetuses. 


. Insemination procedures pose a risk of infection. 

. Some women experience severe cramping during insem- 
ination. 

. There is a slight risk of puncturing the uterus during 
intrauterine insemination. 

. There is a slight risk of ovarian hyperstimulation syn- 


drome if superovulation is used together with insemination. 

. There may be a higher risk of birth defects for babies 
conceived by certain assisted reproductive techniques. 

. Usually, ones sperm is kept frozen for a period of 6 
months in the laboratory before it can be used. After this peri- 
od of time when one goes back to retrieve it, how does he not 
know that it might have been mistakenly switched around with 
someone else's sperm since so many incidents like this have 
occurred in the past leading to a dispute and argument amongst 
the husband and wife. Also, Shariah has taken a lot of precau- 
tions in preserving ones lineage. 


Islam teaches us that the creation of life is the exclusive act of 
Allah Subhanahu wa Taala. No matter what method and means 
one employs, if Allah Almighty does not wish to grant children, 
one will never have children. Allah Subhanahu wa Taala says: 


Se ST «5950 UBS Sa) C59 OU) BBY a) a 21 BIBS piNg ipl al 
“To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth. 
He creates what He wills. He bestows female (children) to 
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whomsoever He wills and bestows male (children) to whom- 
soever He wills, or He bestows both males and females, and He 
leaves barren whomsoever He wills. He is full of Knowledge and 
Power.” 

(Qur'an 42: 49-50) 


Once a person came to Rasullullah Sallalahu alaihi wa Sallam 
and asked regarding coitus interrupts (azl), He replied saying 
that when Allah Subhanahu wa Tala intends to create some- 
thing, nothing can prevent Him. Similarly, when Allah does 
not intend to create something then there is nothing you can do 
contrary to that. 


The Qur'an mentions two great Prophets of Allah who desired 
children. They beseeched Allah Subhanahu wa Taala and were 
granted children in their old age. Allah says in the Quran re- 
garding Zakaria Alaihis Salam : 
(53 aU bo dal, Gad chy HES ab I obeall § Lad BG h5 Kavli Gos 
aU LIS 5 ya gals HI GASl; 185 WE dbs JI O5 JE. Geodlall Jo E55 Bgtads 
lB3 le aks 


“So the angels called him while he was standing in prayer in 

the chamber, “Indeed, Allah gives you good tidings of Yahya, 
confirming a word from Allah and (who will be) honorable, 
abstaining (from women), and a prophet from among the 
righteous.’ He said, “My Lord, how will I have a boy when I have 
reached old age and my wife is barren?” The angel said, “Such is 
Allah ; He does what He wills.” 

(Qur'an 3: 39-40) 
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It has been stated that Zakariya Alaihis Salam was 120 years old 
at that time and his wife was 90 years old. In another place in 
the Quran Allah Subhanahu wa Tala mentions about Ibrahim 
Alaihis Salam: 


Soe Oly UM 205 G EIS. ghey Gla S| lS fed GALL OURS ESads U6 lg 


atte 


“And his wife was standing, and she smiled. Then We gave her 
glad tidings of Ishaq and after Ishaq, Yaqoob. She said, “Woe to 
me! Shall I give birth while Iam an old woman and this, my hus- 
band, is an old man? Indeed, this is an amazing thing!” 

(Qur'an 11:71-72) 


It is also recorded that Ibrahim Alaihis Salam was 120 years old 
and his wife was 90 or 98 years old. 

The recent issue of embryonic stem cell is still undergoing a re- 
search. Once this issue is researched, we will be able to issue a 
Fatwa. 
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First TEN Days oF ZUL HyJAH 


Abdullah Ibn Abbas Radiyallaahu anhu related that the Proph- 
et Sallallaahu Alayhi Wasallam said, “Good deeds performed on 
other days are not superior to those performed on these (first 
ten days of Zul Hijjah).” The Companions Radiyallaahu anhum 
inquired, “Not even Jihad?” He replied, “Not even Jihad, except 
for that person who goes out putting himself and his wealth in 
danger and does not return with anything” (Sahih Bukhari) 


Is IT NECESSARY TO PAY OUT THE SHARE 
IN QURBANI BEFORE ZABEEHA? 


: On Eid-ul-Adha if a person wants a share in an animal, is 

it neccessary for him to for the share before qurbani? if he 
dedicate a person and tell him to put my share in you animal i 
will give you mony letter and the provides money after some days 
of eid, will his sacrifice be accepted or not? 


A : It is not a pre-requisite for the validity of the Qurbani that 
the animal or the share of the animal should be paid for be- 
fore it can be slaughtered. 


It is sufficient that the person has merely purchased the animal or 
its share before Qurbani. Payment of the animal or its share can 
be made after Qurbani. 
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DoES CUTTING ONE’S HAIR IN FIRST 10 DAY OF DHUL Hija 
AFFECT THE QURBANI? 


: Last year I cut my hair on the 5th day of Dhul Hijja and 
then I came to know that we should not cut our hair if we 
intend to do Qurbani. So was my qurbani accepted or not? 


A: It is desirable for the one who will be sacrificing an an- 
imal for qurbani to avoid cutting their hair or nails until 
after the animal is slaughtered. Rasulullah salallahu alayhi 
wasallam said:“When the ten days (of Dhul Hijjah) begin and a 
person has an animal for sacrifice which he intends to slaughter, 
then let him not cut his hair or trim his nails.” (Muslim 2/160) 


Rasulullah salallahu alayhi wasallam said in another Hadith: 
“Whoever has an animal for slaughtering, once the crescent of 
Dhul Hijjah has been declared he should not cut his hair or trim 
his nails until he has sacrificed (the animal)” 

(Muslim hadith no.5236) 

It is a recommended act due to the Hadith. However, if one did 
cut his hair and/or nails during the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah 
before sacrificing, it will not affect the validity of making qurbani. 


(Saiih Muslim, 2/160) ; (Sahii Muslim #5236) ; 
(Raddul Muhtar, 2/181, H.M Sa‘id) ; 
(Fatawa Mahmidiyah, 17/486, Farigiyyah) 
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RECENTLY MARRIED AND ALREADY MY HUSBAND’S 
BEHAVIOUR IS CHANGING! 


: I recently got married in 2009. I was happy. After awhile 

something happened to my husband. His temper changed. 
It seems he has a dual policy in his mind. At the same time he 
loves me alot. Tell me how I can rebuild our trust. Tell me some 
wazifah or any brief recitation from the Quran so that I can live 
my life very happily and our trust is back? I want a happy and 
living relation. I love him very much and I want that he should 
love and care about me more than his life. 


: When a person embarks upon a new task, the initial stages 

are always challenging. Marriage is no different. Majority 
of newlyweds have complexities in the first couple of months and 
sometimes even years. The husband and wife have to compro- 
mise a lot to make things flow. Two individuals from different 
backgrounds and lifestyles have come together. There will cer- 
tainly be issues upon which both agree and disagree. The diff- 
culties of adjusting to a different lifestyle coupled with responsi- 
bility can manifest itself in outbursts of anger. 
Happiness in marriage cannot be taken for granted; continuous 
happiness requires constant giving from both sides. For the tree 
of marital love to remain alive and keep growing, the soil has to 
be sustained, maintained, watered and nurtured. 


Your husband maybe stressed or under pressure due to which he 
loses his temper frequently. You mentioned he loves you a lot; 
speak to him when he is in a good mood. Something might be 
disturbing him or upsetting him. Make your husband acknowl- 
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edge that he is having difficulty controlling his temper. Once he 
accepts his weakness, convince him to attend anger management 
courses. These courses are designed specifically to help over- 
come domestic issues. 


The Prophet (salallahu alayhi wasallam) said, 


“Verily, there is in the body a small piece of flesh; if it is good the 
whole body is good and if it is corrupted the whole body is cor- 
rupted; lo! It is the heart . 


All negative behaviour displayed by any human is due to the cor- 
ruption of the heart. To alter or rectify anything, you have to 
consult with a specialist in that field. For car breakdowns there 
are mechanics. For computers there are technicians. To get a 
car moving again, it has to be rectified by a mechanic. To over- 
come a virus or malfunction, the computer has to be treated by 
a technician. Likewise, to rectify the ills of the heart, we have to 
consult and seek the guidance of scholars trained in the field of 
Tazkiyah (spiritual purification). 


A constant effort has to be made upon the heart and soul to rec- 
tify it. Hence, your husband must attend the gatherings of the 
scholars and endeavour to purify his soul and subdue negative 
pulses. 


Another way to help your husband is through the medium of 
books. Purchase books addressing anger and its harmful effects. 
Dont give it to your husband, as that might be offensive. Instead, 
place the book in such a place which will catch his eye. 
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Have lectures of scholars playing at home and in the CD player 
of your vehicle. Expose your husband to Islam and the lifestyle 
of the Prophet (salallahu alayhi wasallam). 


All the while, make constant di‘a to Almighty Allah. If there 
is anything in the house which attracts the wrath of Allah then 
dispose of it. Abstain from all activities which violate the Laws 
of Almighty Allah. You may want to supplicate to Allah the Al- 
mighty with the following: 


Lele] Gata) Clasts fel 88 GUSS5 Eelsil Go WI cam Ly 


Rabbana hab lana min azwajina wathurriyyatina qurrata 
‘ayunin waj‘alna lilmuttagina imama 

And those who say, “Our Lord, grant us from among our wives 
and offspring comfort to our eyes and make us an example for 
the righteous.” 


We make dua to Allah Ta‘ala he grants yourself and your hus- 
band mutual love and trust. Amin. 


(25 Cu todl 08) gybul eeu)” L1H Gag OT AS deal 3c Sid ys abs dal Gls Gals (5) dbs acall 3 Bo 
WOMEN TRAVELLING MORE THAN MUSAFAT E SAFAR 


: Can a woman travel the Shari‘ safar with her mahram on 
a totally different vehicle (car or aeroplane)? 


: It is prohibited for a woman to travel 78 km or more with- 
out a mahram (a person that one cannot marry ). Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wasallam said: 


205 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


Ibn Umar radhiallahu anhu narrates that Rasulullah Sallallahu 
alaihi wasallam said: “No woman should travel the distance of 
three days without a mahram”’ 


Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhu narrates that Rasulullah s.a.w said: 
“No woman should travel without a mahram and no man enter 
upon a woman unless she has a mahram with her” So a man 
asked: “Oh Prophet of Allah! I wish to leave with so and so army 
whilst my wife wishes to perform Hajj.” The Prophet Sallallahu 
alaihi wasallam replied: “Go with her” 


If a female travels with her mahram by road, albeit in a separate 
car, it will be permissible on the condition that the cars remain 
within a close proximity of each other during the entire course 
of the journey. 
The same, however, cannot be said foran aeroplane. This is because 
there are too many variables and possibilities on a plane and be- 
cause it is virtually impossible fortwo planes to remain within close 
proximity with each other like two cars. One of the main reasons 
Sharia demands that a woman travel with a mahram is to protect 
her chastity. There have been and remain many cases of immoral 
advancements inair infamously titled the ‘mile high club. It is very 
easy fora moral woman to become victim of such immoral people. 
(6801 Castel 65) galéul! quouo(eiha gd ge I oll B55 SHA se$ 9.06 Glog aclé aU! Le Sal OT age MDI ga jab gil g8 
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WHY ARE MY DUAAS NOT ACCEPTED? 


: lam aware that upon doing dua, one should persist and 
not become impatient saying, “I did dua but it was not 
answered.” 


However, one thing that has confused me is how a dua done at 
time when it is stated that dua is readily granted appears not to 
have been granted. 

A: Making du‘a is from amongst the shortest and fastest routes 
that leads one to Allah Ta‘ala. Du‘a is a display of humility 
and humbleness. The slave of Allah testifies his weakness and 
surrenders his affairs to His Master. To understand the reality 
of du‘a, ponder over the following ahadith: 


The Prophet (salallahu alaihi wasallam) said, 


“Du ‘a is the essence of worship.’ (Sunan Tirmidhi hadith 
no.3371) 


In a nut (e.g. almond) that which is within the shell is the main 
part and is really sought by the person who eats it. This part is 
valuable. Likewise, the core of all worship is submission. Du‘a 
from beginning till end is submission. In comparison to other 
forms of worship, in du‘a the aspect of humility, meekness and 
dependence upon Almighty Allah is most fervently. 


Allah the Almighty appreciates His slaves begging Him and seek- 
ing His mercy. The Prophet (salallahu alaihi wasallam) said, 
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“There is nothing nobler in the sight of Allah than Du‘a” (Sunan 
Tirmidhi hadith no.3370) 


Let alone appreciating, Allah Ta‘ala is displeased when His slave 
does not turn to him. 


The Prophet (salallahu alaihi wasallam) said, “Whoever does not 
ask Allah, Allah becomes displeased with him.’ (Sunan Tirmidhi 
hadith no.3373) 


Such is the mercy of Allah that He appreciates His servants be- 
seeching Him and He gets displeased when His servants do not 
turn to Him. Allah Ta‘ala addresses us personally ordering us to 
call upon Him: 


“And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning 
Me - indeed I am near. I respond to the invocation of the sup- 
plicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me [by 
obedience] and believe in Me that they may be [rightly] guided” 
(Qur‘an 2:186) 


The Qur‘an and Ahadith demonstrate the fact that Allah Ta‘ala 
wants us to turn to Him in every affair of our life. Allah prom- 
ises himself to respond in the above quoted verse. Allah Ta‘ala 
is self sufficient and the Provider. He gives like no other. By 
Him giving, His treasures do not diminish. Allah Ta‘ala is ever 
ready to respond to His slaves. Consider the following verse 


how Allah responds: 


Gad Mas CLs BLS U5 Go] Kid 555 he Labs Sdely td bo ASAE oil 58 
Elo Wsal5T (315 (981) G2 SUI bo Gig8S Elle CEST BW lah aU igs ELH OB a, Chad 
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(Lol B94) (091) S38,85 bs aU JES abl log 1558 ai seg 


“Tt is He Who created you from a single person, and made his 
mate of like nature, in order that he might dwell with her (in 
love). When they are united, she bears a light burden and car- 
ries it about (unnoticed). When she grows heavy, they both 
pray to Allah their Lord, (saying): “If You should give us a good 
[child], we will surely be among the grateful. But when He gives 
them a good [child], they ascribe partners to Him concerning 
that which He has given them. Exalted is Allah above what they 
associate with Him.” 


Despite the resulting disobedience from the parents, Allah 

Ta ‘ala still grants them a good and healthy child. Likewise, in 
the following verse, Allah Ta‘ala responds to those who use 
Him for protection in sea and then forget Him when He brings 
them back to land. Allah Ta‘ala still responds to them. 


ee oe eee ee = 

GeaaST OW Gell 4 uaa ab 525 gy Lucl 0 I leis gle IB So G5al ebile3 Golé 

gy pti 6 Gall gy NI g Soke Ob 15] gbleST WE (22) Gy SLI Go Gish ode Jo 
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“It is Him who enables you to travel through land and sea, till 
when you are in the ships and they sail with them with a favour- 
able wind, and they are glad therein, then comes a stormy wind 
and the waves come to them from all sides, and they think that 
they are encircled therein, they invoke Allah, making their Faith 
pure for Him Alone, saying: “If You (Allah) deliver us from this, 
we shall truly be of the grateful. But when He saves them, at once 
they commit injustice upon the earth without right. O mankind, 
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your injustice is only against yourselves, [being merely] the en- 
joyment of worldly life. Then to Us is your return, and We will 
inform you of what you used to do.” 

(Qur‘an 10:23) 


A du‘a being accepted does not refer to you being granted what 
you asked for. The scope of an accepted du‘a is broader than 
that. The Prophet (salallahu alaihi wasallam) said, 


“There is no Muslim who supplicates to Allah Almighty with 
a supplication which is free from anything wrong and asking 
for severance from his kin, without Allah granting one of three 
things: He readily grants him what he is asking for, or the like of 
it is stored for him as a reward in the hereafter, or He will turn 
away the like of it in evil from him. A man of the people said, 
“We do it a great deal” He said, “Allah has more (than you could 
ever ask for).” (Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba hadith no.29170) 


At times what we ask for may not be beneficial for us. We are 
not aware of the consequences of our choices. Some decisions 
we make can have an adverse effect on our lives. Allah knows 
the favourable and unfavourable. It is His sheer mercy that He 
does not give us what we are asking for. At times an impending 
calamity is about to befall us which could cripple us. It is from 
the vast mercy of Allah that He does not give us what we are ask- 
ing for but instead he averts the affliction which is on the verge 
of grasping us. 


To secure anything in this world we have to follow procedures 
and protocols. To be successful in a job interview, one has to 
present himself at the right time, be in the correct dress code, 
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speak in acceptable manner and display a convincing attitude. 
Likewise in du‘a, one must follow the protocols and procedures 
to have his du‘a accepted. 


The Prophet (salallahu alaihi wasallam) said, 


“The slave continues to be answered, provided he does not pray 
for a wrong action or severance of kin, as long as he does not be- 
come over-impatient.” It was said, “Messenger of Allah, what is 
over-impatience?” He said, “He says, ‘I prayed and I prayed and 
I did not find Him answering me, so he stops short at that and 
ceases making supplication” (Muslim hadith no.2735) 


Imam Ghazali (rahimahullah) mentions the following ten eti- 
quettes for the acceptance of du‘a: 


1) Making abundant du‘a in sacred and special times of 
acceptance. For example, on the day of ‘Arafah, Jumu‘ah, in 
Ramadhan and in the last portion of the nights etc. 


2) To make du‘a in specific states. There are certain cir- 
cumstances in which du‘as are readily accepted. Such as in the 
state of prostration, at the confrontation of two armies, at the 


time of rain, before and after salah etc. 


3) To face the giblah, raise the hands and wipe the hands 
over the face upon completing the du‘a. 


4) To have the voice lowered. 


5) To invoke Allah Ta‘ala through words and sentences 
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which the Prophet (salallhu alaihi wasllam) taught us. It is 
undesirable to put a lot of effort to make our own rhymes and 


rhythms in du‘a. 


6) To display humblesness externally and have the heart 
submit totally. 


7) To have a firm conviction that Allah Ta‘ala will accept 
the du‘a. One should have full hope that Allah most definitely 
will respond to his/her prayer. 


8) To persist in du“a and repeat each invocation at least 
three times. 

9) To commence the du‘a with the praise of Almighty 
Allah, sending blessings upon the Prophet (salallahu alaihi 
wasallam) and to conclude the du‘a with the praise of Allah and 
blessings upon the Prophet. 


10) One must make sure he has sought the forgiveness of 
Allah and sincerely repented before asking Allah from His 
bounties. 


If one has oppressed anybody or hurt anyone, the oppressed 
person's forgiveness must be sought immediately. Tawbah (re- 
pentance) is only valid when those whom we have wronged have 
pardoned us. In conclusion, one’s du‘a being accepted does not 
necessarily mean being given what was asked for. Ifa du‘a is 
accepted, we could receive what was asked for, or an impending 
calamity can be averted, or the du‘a can be reserved for us in the 
hereafter as reward. 
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WORKING AT A GAS STATION WHICH SELLS ALCOHOL 


: I work at a gas station. It is a gas station and they sell there 

beer, wine, cigarettes. They make most of their money by 
selling gas. I work there as assistant manager and usually work in 
the morning. In the morning they dont really sell beer or wine, 
but cigarettes they sell all the time.Since I work there as assistant 
manager so I try my best to stay away from doing haram things 
there, like standing on the register, filling up the beer cooler and 
many other haram things but i cannot stay away from them all 
the time(I prefer to do halal things there like cleaning, making 
coffee, filling up the non alcoholic beverages cooler, fixing can- 
dies.). I also have to place grocery order twice a week there.] 
don't make the order of beer or wine but making cigarettes order 
is part of my job.Please help me. 


: We commend you for your concern regarding the source 
of your income. 
As a principle, two aspects are considered when analysing the 
Shari'ah compliancy of any job: 


1) The nature of the job itself. 
2) The source of the funds from which the employees will be 
remunerated. 


You state you do the cleaning, make coffee, fill up the non al- 
coholic beverages cooler, fix candies and make orders for stock. 
These jobs you do at the gas station are of a halal nature. 


With regards to scanning alcohol at the register, it is permissible 
according to the view of Imam Abu Hanifah. The person who 
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stands at a register is merely handing over the item bought to the 
customer. ‘The individual at the cash register is similar to one 
who transports wine. The opinion of Imam Abu Hanifah regard- 
ing the transporter of wine is that it is permissible to do so. Such 
a job does not constitute to assistance in sin. The hadith which 
states that the transporter of wine is accursed is referring to the 
one who intends sin when transporting the wine. ‘The cashier 
here does not intend sin, he merely intends to do his job and 
check out the item on behalf of the buyer. 


Likewise, when filling up the beer cooler, you are not giving 
wine to anybody to drink. You are merely transporting it to 
another place. Hence, according to Imam Abu Hanifah rahima- 
hullah, this will also be permissible. According to Imam Abu 
Yusuf and Imam Muhammad rahimahumllah, the above jobs 
do constitute in sin and will be regarded as assistance in sin. 
However, the view of Imam Abu Hanifah rahimahullah is the 
stronger of the two views, hence it will be permissible. 


The majority of the revenue is accrued by the sale of gas. 
Hence, the income is also halal. 


In conclusion, your job at the gas station is permissible and the 
income is also halal. However, still try your utmost to stay away 
from the alcohol considering the view of Imam Abu Yusuf and 
Imam Muhammad. 
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SENDING SOMEONE FOR Haj 
IF ONE HAS ENOUGH MONEY FOR THE FARDH Haygj 


: Ifa person all his life never had enough money to go for 

Hajj but when he was old and sick he had enough money 
that made Hajj Fard. Is it Wajib for him to send someone to 
perform it for him while he is alive. 


: In principle, all of the necessary requirements for Hajj 

have to be met at the same time in order for Hajj to become 
obligatory. Therefore, if one does not have sufficient financial 
means, Hajj is not obligatory even though he is healthy. Ina 
similar manner, if one has sufficient means for Hajj, but is so 
sick that he is not capable of performing Hajj, Hajj is neither 
mandatory nor does he have to send someone to perform on 
his behalf. This is of course for the one who attained sufficient 
means after he became sick. However if he attained enough 
wealth before the sickness, then after the sickness it is mandato- 
ry to send someone to perform Hajj on his behalf. 
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WEARING NIQAB DURING Hajj AND GIVING SADAQAH 


: While performing Hajj is it necessary that the Nigaab of 
a women does not touch her face while she is in Ihraam? 
Can she give some charity if she finds this difficult? 


: Leaving the face uncovered is part of the woman's Ihram. 
Nabi Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam has said: 


“The Ihram of a female is in her face and the Ihram of a man is in 
his head?(Sunan Ad-Daru Qutni, Hadith No. 2761) 


In these times of corruption and evil, it is advisable that a woman 
in Ihram covers her face in such a way that the covering cloth 
(niqab) does not touch the face. That is by wearing a cap and 
drawing the nigab from a distance away from the face. However 
if we suppose the niqab does end up touching the face, then char- 
ity equivalent to the amount of Sadagatul Fitr is due. And if she 
wears niqab whilst touching her face for acomplete day, a Damm 
(sacrificed animal) is due. 
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PERFORMING Hajj BADL FOR SOMEONE 
WHO HAS NOT DONE HIS FARDH Hajj AS YET 


perform Hajj-Badal? If he does, will he be absolved of his 
Fardh Hajj? 


Q; Can a person who has not yet performed his Fardh Hajj 


: It is permissible for a person who has not yet performed his 
own Fardh Hajj to perform Hajj-Badal (on behalf of some- 
one else). However, this is Makrooh (disliked). 


The person who is performing the Hajj- Badal will not be absolved 
of his Fardh Hajj since he is doing it on behalf of someone else. 
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SETTLEMENT DISCOUNT ON CREDIT 


: When purchasing goods on credit from a supplier, they 
offer you terms of 60 days or 90 days to pay. But if you pay 
them within 30 days, they offer you a settlement discount of 2.5 
% or 5%. Is it permissible to take that settlement discount? 
If you could please give me an official answer from darul-iftaa, I 
would appreciate much. 


: It is permissible to purchase goods on a credit basis of 

60 days or 90 days. If the creditor offers you a discount of 
2.5% or 5% on early payment, that is his choice and prerogative. 
He is not legally bound to give you a discount. If he claims the 
full amount and does not give you a discount as agreed, he has 
the right to do so. Ifhe does give a discount, that is his gesture 
of goodwill. 


SWORDS OF RASULULLAH (SALALLAHU ALAYHI WASALLAM) 


: Our beloved Nabi salallahu alaihi wasallam owned quite a 

few swords during his Mubarak life (was it 11 in total?), and 
he named each one of them. Could you please give me the names 
of each sword, the meaning of each name and a brief description 
of the significance of each name? 


: Some scholars are of the opinion that the Prophet salalla- 
hu alaihi wasallam had 9 swords. The famous Hanafi jurist 
‘allamah Badr al-din al-‘ Ayni is of the opinion that the Prophet 
salallahu alaihi wasallam had 10 swords. Muhammad ibn Yusuf 
al-Sahihi ash-Shami rahimahullah states in his famous work in 
sirah that the Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam had 11 swords. 
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The difference of opinion is based on the fact that each scholar 
narrated what he was aware of. 


1) The sword Dhul-fagar: 

Dhul-faqar means the one with holes or the one with protru- 
sions. This sword is named Dhul-fagar because it has holes or 
protrusions on it. 


It is the most famous of the swords; the Prophet salallahu alaihi 
wasallam acquired this sword from the spoils of war in the bat- 
tle of Badr. It belonged to a non-Muslim al-‘As ibn Munabbih 
who was killed in the battle of Badr. There is an opinion that 
this sword initially belonged to Sulayman alaihis salaam, and was 
passed down eventually reaching the Prophet salallahu alahi wa- 
sallam. The Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam gifted this sword 
to Sayyiduna Ali radiallahu anhu later. 


2) The sword Al-Ma'thar: 

Linguistically Al-Mathir means to be inherited. Rasulullah 
salallahu alaihi wasallam inherited this sword from his father's 
estate, hence this sword became known as ‘the inherited one. 
This is reported to be the first sword the Prophet salallahu alaihi 
wasallam owned. . It was this sword the Prophet salallahu alaihi 
wasallam had in his scabbard on his way to al-Madinah al-Mu- 
nawwarah. It is reported that this sword was made by the Jinn. 


3) The sword Qala ‘iyyah: 

Qala‘iyyah is named after a place in the deserts. The Prophet 
salallahu alaihi wasallam acquired this sword from the booty of 
Banu Qaynuqa’. 
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4) The sword Al-Battar: 
Al-Battar means the slaughterer. The Prophet salallahu alaihi 
wasallam acquired this sword from the booty of Banu Qaynugqa‘. 


5) The sword Al-Hataf: 

Al-Hataf means death. The Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam ac- 
quired this sword also from the booty of Banu Qaynuqa‘. It is 
reported that this sword had a horn attached to it. 


6) The sword Al-Mikhtham: 

Al-Mikhtham also means the slaughterer. When the Prophet 
salallahu alaihi wasallam sent Sayyiduna Ali radiallahu anhu to 
destroy the idols of Tay, he found two swords next to the idols. 
One of these swords was al-Mikhtham. ‘The Prophet salallahu 
alaihi wasallam gifted this sword to Sayyiduna Ali radiallahu 
anhu. 


7) The sword Al-Rasub: 

Linguistically means to plunge. The sword was named as al-Rastib 
as it would plunge into those hit with it. This sword was also tak- 
en as booty from the expedition on Tay. Like al-Mikhtham, the 
Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam gifted this sword to Sayyiduna 
Ali radiallahu anhu also. 


8) The sword Al-‘ Adhb: 

This also means to cut and hack. This sword was gifted to the 
Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam by Sad ibn ‘Ubadah radiallahu 
anhu in the battle of Badr. 


9) The sword Al-Qadhib: 
This also means to slice and slash. The Prophet salallahu alaihi 
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wasallam obtained this from the spoils of Banu Qaynuqa‘. The 
sword is reported to have been slender and slim. The Prophet 
salallahu alaihi wasallam would at times lean on this sword and 
deliver the sermon. 


10) The sword Al-Samsamah: 

This refers to a sharp cutting sword which does not curve or 
bend. This was a very famous sword which belonged to ‘Amr 
ibn Ma‘dikarib. The Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam gifted 
this to Khalid ibn Sa‘id ibn al-‘As radiallahu anhuma. 


11) The sword Al-Lahif: 
There is not much narrated regarding this sword. The Prophet 
salallahu alaihi wasallam owned a horse with a similar name. 


A sign of loving someone is that you love everything that has a 
link to that person. True love for the Prophet salallahu alaihi wa- 
sallam demands we love everything he came into contact with, 
even if it was a sword he held fora single second. The value and 
blessings of a sword used by the Prophet salallahu alaihi wasal- 
lam is far greater than the value of all the swords in the world. 


To gain the love of the Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam we 
must adhere to the following: 


1) Learn and study his life and lifestyle (sunnah) 

2) Practice his sunnah 

3) Recite abundant salawat 

4) Constantly remember the Prophet salallahu alaihi wasal- 
lam; his favours, sacrifice and love for his ummah. 
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May Allah Tala grant us all the true love for the Prophet 
salallahu alaihi wasallam. Amin. 
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HIRING AN AHL E HADEETH FOR MUSLIM SCHOOL GIRL 


: Is IT PERMISSIBLE FOR MUSLIM GIRLS SCHOOL IN THE 

UK (WHICH HAS MATURE GIRLS), to keep a Ahle Hadith 
(who is not religious) as the manager of the school and is it per- 
missible to put him in the office of the school? 


: A manager of a school is responsible to administer the is- 

sues of the school. As such he holds a senior position with 
great power and influence. The impact of such a person's influ- 
ence will definitely leave its mark on those around and under 
him. 


Education of children is an Amanat. Generally children are 
naive and vulnerable to whatever they are exposed to. They will 
absorb whatever they are taught. The sense of distinguishing 
between right and wrong is still not present. This is a time when 
this is created. What they learn will be carried by them in their 
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lives. If proper values were instilled then this will be exemplified 
in their lives and the same would be said for the opposite. 


“Verily this knowledge is religion, so be cautious in who you 
take your religion from.” 


In order to nurture children with the correct philosophy and 
ways we should be very sensitive and selective in the type of peo- 
ple and environment we submit our children to. 


If the manager or administrator of a school is one whos thinking 
and values are in line with the teachings of our Prophet salallahu 
‘alayhi wasallam, Sahabah radhiyahllallu‘anhum, pious prede- 
cessors and elders rahimahumullah who adhere to following a 
particular Mazhab, we can have a level of assurance that the de- 
velopment of our children are in safe hands. But where this is not 
the case, it is a cause of concern. We should always look at the 
best interest of our children and their Deen. 


We make Dua Allah Ta‘ala guides our leaders and makes us the 
true flag bearers of Islam. 


GoGc MAGOG AND DaJJAL 


: Tam confused, has Daijjal arrived or not? Have Gog Ma- 
gog arrived or not? Are the doors of Taubah closed or not? 
Kindly remove my confusion. 


: The Hadith mentions 10 major signs and many minor 
signs of the Day of Judgement. 
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Some of the minor signs are: 

Consumption of alcohol would prevail 

Fornication will become widespread. 

Lying will become the norm of the people. 

Knowledge will be seized 

Ignorance will overpower 

Risings of tall skyscrapers would become a competition. 
Competition in building Masajid (when there will be no 
one to populate it with the zikr of Allah). 

8. Disrespect towards parents and elders would become 
common. Etc. 


NAWAwN 


Amongst the major signs, there are 10 of them: 


1. The smoke 

2; Emergence of Dajjal 

3. A fire which will drive the people from Yemen toward 
their place of ressuruction. 

Emergence of Yajooj and Majooj 

Three massive earthquakes will occur: In the East 
In the West 

In the land of Arabia 

The emergence of the animal (Dabbah) 

The descending of Isa (Alaihis Salam). 

0. ‘The rising of the sun from the West 


ne! Gee or 


In every era, due to the fitna prevalent of that time, the Ulama 
of that era felt that the Day of Judgement had drawn near. 


Everyone has their own opinion regarding when Daijjal will 
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emerge. It is not necessary that every opinion is correct. Only 
Allah Subhanahu Wa Tala possesses the knowledge of the 
unseen. One thing we know for sure is, Dajjal will appear before 
the Day of Judgement. 


We are not aware whether Dajjal has emerged or not. Rather, we 
advise you to do all the things that can save one from Dajjal and 
his fitna. We advise you that you strictly adhere to the Shariah, 
practice upon the Sunnahs of Rasullullah Sallallahu Alaihi Wa 
Sallam, recite the Quran daily, perform Zikr and recite Surah 
Kahf every Friday. 


The Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam has mentioned in a 
Hadith: 


“Whosoever memorizes the first ten ayahs of Surah Kahf, will 
be saved against the fitnas of Dajjal”... According to another 
narration it has been mentioned,...“Whosoever memorizes the 
last portion of Surah Kahf (will be saved against the fitnas of 
Dajjal). (Sunnan Abi Dawid 4/117) 


Furthermore, the final moments of the acceptance of Duas are 
at two occations. 


L At the time of death, before the soul reached the throat. 
2 Before witnessing the rising of the sun from the West. 
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SHOULD I DESIST FROM THIS INTENDED MARRIAGE? 


: I converted to Islam over a year ago. During my steps to 

converting, I was seeing a Muslim boy who helped me out 
very much. We have been hanging out with each for two years 
now, but never alone. I met his parents the evening before I con- 
verted and I went over to their house at least once a week since 
then. Of course, they were not aware of the relationship I had 
with their son. 


Finally, he told his parents he intended on marrying me. Now 
his parents don't even talk to me. His father said he does not 
want him to marry into a family that is not Muslim. His parents 
are lead to believe that I am unaware of his intentions. I really 
don't want to come between him and his family but I love him 
very much. I am so torn about what the best thing to do is so I 
did Istikharah. I had three dreams that night that were basically 
the same: it is our wedding day, and the wedding does not take 
place because of something silly. 
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And his parents are not present in any of the dreams except one. 
So I feel that if I do decide to stay with him and get married, his 
father will not support it. But his mother is supportive (behind 
his father’s back) by saying she wants him to be happy. She says 
she wants him to be happy and as long as I am religious and a 
good person that is all that matters. I feel that if I stay with him, 
his dad will not support us and this could destroy his family. 
Should I back off?? 


: Alhamdullillah, we are delighted to hear about your accept- 
ing Islam. We ask Allah Taala to grant you steadfastness. 


Allah Taala has created life as a test. At times we are faced with 
pleasant situations and sometimes we go through difficult con- 
ditions. However, if we have the awareness of Allah Taala at all 
times and we firmly believe that Allah controls all situations, then 
going through the apparently narrow roads of life will be easy. 


You have stated that the boy’s parents are not informed of the 
relationship he has with you. Concealing such vital information 
will have a negative effect on your plans for marriage. In mar- 
riage issues, it is not safe to play “duck and dive”. The boy's par- 
ents must have a complete overview of the situation in order to 
make an informed decision. Therefore we advise you to get the 
message across to his parents of your relationship with each oth- 
er. This may be done personally or by contacting an influential 
personality from his family and ask him/her to clarify the situa- 
tion to his parents. 
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Nevertheless, despite your final efforts ifthe father is stern in his 
denial, you should back down. This will be in the best interest of 
both of you. Marriage is a big step in life. It is making another 
person to be part of you. Your happiness and otherwise depends 
on the type of person you marry. Do not submit to a big step 
as marriage without satisfying yourself having made the correct 
decision. 


SHAYKHUL HADITH HAZRAT 
MAULANA FAZLUL RAHMAN SAHIB (DB) AT DARUL IFAA 


Shaykh al-Hadith Hadhrat Maulana Fadhl ar-Rahmaan Sahib 
(Daamat barakatuhum) at the Darul Iftaa discusses 
Ulama of Deoband-Iftaa- Jamiat-Ikhlaas 


Alhamdulillah, the Darul Iftaa was blessed with the visit of 
Shaykh al-Hadith Hadhrat Maulana Fadhl ar-Rahmaan Sa- 

hib (Daamat barakatuhum) on Friday 25th November 2011. 
Hadhrat was accompanied with other Ulama, most of whom are 
his students. 


Hadhrat Mufti Ebrahim Desai Sahib (Daamat barakaatuhum) 
requested Hadhrat Shaykh Sahib to offer some advice. 
Hadhrat Shaykh Sahib (Daamat barakatuhum) imparted the 
following precious advices: 


Where ever we are and where ever we go, we need to beseech 


Allah Ta‘ala that He makes us a key for opening the doors of 
virtue and locking the doors of vice 


(pl BSaog pél) p beds) 
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Shaykh al-Arab wal-‘Ajam Maulana Abul Hasan Ali an-Nadwi 
rahimahullah once visited our madrasah in Moa during our 
student days. He stated, 


“I have read countless reports and accounts of history, I have 
come to the conclusion that whosoever adopts two features, the 
world will fall on its knees for him. The two features are: 
1) Exceptional capability 
(Cul LLa) 
2) Genuine spirituality 
(C§uslegy x) 


These two qualities were apparent in all the Prophets of Allah. 
They had excellence in the contemporary art of their time.” 
These two qualities were visible in our Ulama of Deoband. They 
had command over the different sciences and disciplines. They 
were authorities in syntax, grammar, exegesis (tafseer), hadith 
and jurisprudence (figh). They were academics and sages of 
their time. Their research was profound and deep. Their works 
carry substance resulting in millions depending on their works. 


Likewise, we need to follow in their footsteps and exert all 
our energy in acquiring external distinction under the su- 
pervision of the experts in the respected sciences. A student 
of knowledge should not be weak hearted and lacking pur- 
pose. He should be ambitious and aspire to transcend the stars. 
Thewish which shouldbe burning in ourheartsisthathowcancom- 
plete Deencomeinthelife ofeveryhuman onthesurface ofthisearth. 
Only when we practice deen totally will we taste true prosperity. 
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We can safely say our Ulama of Deoband possessed genuine 
spirituality. They were absorbed in the zikr of Allah Taala, im- 
mersed in the recitation of the Qur'an, devoted to spending the 
nights on the musalla and living a life of taqwa and piety. Their 
external appearance was radiant with the sunnah and beautified 
with humility. They were extremely cautious and not audacious. 
The field of Iftaa is necessary yet hazardous and perilous. At 
times some muftis are ready to issue fatwa merely for a meagre 
monetary gain. When a person is deficient in genuine spiritual- 
ity, he measures everything according to materialistic gain. He 
will give in easily for worldly gain. In the world there are those 
muftis who issue rulings on weak opinions. Hence, this work of 
Iftaa is a great responsibility and very delicate. One who travers- 
es this path has to remain independent and autonomous from 
others. Only then will he proclaim the truth without fearing any 
reproach. However, when propagating the truth, wisdom and 
diplomacy is vital. The person should believe that he is being 


advised for his own interest. 


Hadhrat Maulana Qasim Nanotwi rahimahullah would not issue 
rulings; he would send the questioners to another scholar. He 
would not even lead a congregation in salaah. He would often 
say, 


“How easy is it to perform salaah behind someone else and how 
much ofa responsibility is it to lead the congregation” 

Obviously, not everybody can display this attitude or else the 
field of Iftaa will cease to exist. Where will people go if every- 
body evades issuing rulings? We should research and delve deep 
into the masaa‘il keeping the element of precaution ever present. 
All the cumbersome work in the field of Iftaa has been executed 
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already by our senior ulama. Only in the contemporary issues 
will we have to exert and exhaust our resources to reach a ruling 
on that particular matter. However, it is here one should be re- 
served and harbour extreme caution. 


Our Hadhrat Maulana Azami rahimahullah was a very great 
mufti. He was asked primarily in many contemporary issues. 
When the fatwa against Shias was published in al-Furgaan dur- 
ing the Iranian Revolution, Many people were deceived into be- 
lieving an Islamic state and Islam had finally come in the horizon. 
Hadhrat Maulana Manzur Numani rahimahullah penned a book 
exposing the stark reality of Shias and unmasking the true face of 
the Iranian Revolution. How can Shism coming to the forefront 
equate to the coming of Islam? He enumerated the true beliefs 
of the Shias which produced great shock in the masses. When 
I read this book I was not startled or surprised. My teachers 
were well versed regarding Shiasm. Hadhrat Maulana Habeeb 
al-Rahmaan Azami and Hadhrat Maulana Abdul Lateef Nu’mani 
rahimahumallah would discuss various issues upon the comple- 
tion of a day’s lesson. They would disclose to us the reality of the 
Shias making reference to their very own texts. 


My teacher would say, from all those who call themselves Mus- 
lims, the worst and the most evil of them is the Shia. When the 
revolution occurred, people sought guidance and a fatwa with 
regards to the Shias. The first Alim who was consulted on this 
was my teacher, Hadhrat Maulana Habeeb al-Rahmaan rahima- 
hullah. Maulana Manzur Nu’maani was the student of Maulana 
Habeeb al-Rahmaan rahimahullah. After that, dozens of Muftis 
issued rulings against the Shias. These fatawa highlighted the 
beliefs which nullified their Islam. These fatawa expounded on 
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their erroneous and flawed beliefs like the belief of Imamah, the 
belief that the Quran was distorted, rejecting Sayyiduna Abu 
Bakr and Sayyiduna Umar radiallahu anhuma as sahabah, differ- 
ing with the fact of Sayyidah Aisha radiallahu anha’s innocence 
etc. 


Once in a meeting of Jamiutul Ulama, Hadhrat Maulana Hus- 
sain Ahmed Madani rahimahullah declared that if there is any 
difference of opinion in our assembly, then the final verdict will 
be the view of Hadhrat Maulana Habeeb al-Rahmaan Sahib ra- 
himahullah. 


One should issue a fatwa only after extensive research and total 
contentment. Even after the fatwa is passed, one should fear the 
possibility of erring. If at any time one makes a mistake, then 
there should be no hesitation at all in revoking one’s opinion. 
Our work and services are based on ikhlaas and sincerity. We do 
all that we do only for Allah. This will only come when genuine 
spirituality is attained. 


We should always supervise and scrutinise our personal actions. 
Our deeds must be moulded onto the sunnah. ‘This is also a fun- 
damental feature of the lives of the pious. If our lives are void of 
sunnah, then even sincerity (ikhlaas) will be of no avail. 

These were some of the pearls of wisdom imparted by Hadhrat 
Shaykh al-Hadith Maulana Fadhl ar-Rahmaan Sahib (Daamat 
barakatuhum). Allah Taala give us the ability to practice on the 
words of Hadhrat. Ameen. 
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WAZEEFA FOR HAVING OFFSPRING 


Q: I have a question. I have two daughters and no son, kindly tell 
me any wazifa for aulade narina (male offspring.) 


A: Allah the Almighty states in the Holy Quran: 


QAbSG ol 59S £83 Gal Cass GU] 2183 Gal Cag LS i BG WNIig ign elle ah 
Soh ule a5] ude 2L8Y Gs Jaaig U5 GSS 


“The sovereignty of the Heavens and the Earth belong solely to 
Allah. He creates what He wills and He grants female offspring 
to whom He wishes and He grants male offspring to whom He 
wishes. Or He bestows upon some both male and female and 
makes barren who He wishes. Verily He (Allah) is All-knowing, 
Almighty’ (Quran 42:49) 


We understand from the above quoted verse that Allah alone 
blesses one with children; male, female or both. You should 
be eternally grateful to Allah that He has blessed you with two 
daughters. 


There is nothing wrong in desiring male offspring. One may 
adopt all possible means to have male children and pray to Allah 
for ones wish to be granted. Even the Prophets of Allah desired 
to have children and supplicated to Allah. 


Hazrat Zakariyyah alaihis salaam and Ibrahim alaihis salaam had 
reached an age where most people would despair having chil- 
dren. These Prophets knew that Allah controls everything. Allah 
is the one that gives and takes life. When Allah wishes a child to 
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be born, there is no strength or power in the universe that can 
prevent the birth from taking place. Similarly, when Allah does 
not wish for a woman to conceive or give birth, there is no force 
in the universe that can make this happen. This is the belief that 
we need to engrave, etch and instil into our hearts. 


Allah Ta‘ala mentions the following two dua’s of Hazrat Zakari- 
yyah alaihis salaam in the Holy Quran: 


Sdyigll ne Ely 1358 J Nw) 


(Hazrat Zakariyyah alaihis salaam said) “Oh my Lord, do not 
leave me alone (childless); when you are the best of inheritors.’ 
(Qur'an 21:89) 


SEM gyee cB] ESL B58 BY bo J Ca Ss 
(Hazrat Zakariyyah alaihis salaam said) “Oh my Lord, grant me 
from your bounty pious children, Verily you are the Listener of 
all prayers.” 
(Qur'an 3:38) 


Allah Ta‘ala also mentions two dua’s of Hazrat Ibrahim alaihis 
salaam in the Holy Quran: 


Gredlall Ge J Ce OH 
(Hazrat Ibrahim alaihis salaam said) “Oh my Lord, grant me a 
righteous child” 
(Qur'an 37:100) 
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(Hazrat Ibrahim alaihis salaam said) “All praise if for Allah who 
granted me Isma‘il and Ishaq despite my old age. Verily my 
Lord is the Hearer of prayers.” 

(Qur'an 14:39) 


Allah Ta‘ala accepted the duas of Hazrat Zakariyyah alaihis sa- 
laam and granted him a son, Yahya alaihis salaam. Allah Ta ‘ala 
also granted Ibrahim alaihis salaam Isma‘il and Ishaq alahim as 
salam. 

Anyone that wishes to have children should adopt the method 
of the Ambiya (prophets) and make the dua’s they made. An- 
other practice that you may find fruitful is to abundantly ask 
Allah Ta‘ala for forgiveness. 


Allah the Almighty state in the Holy Quran: 
5 ulgal, @S34%5 [de QSiLe sLAOII Lass GLEE GIS 4b] 9855 lojastel Clas 


(Nth alaihis salaam said) I told the people “Seek forgiveness 
from your Lord verily He is most forgiving. He will send forth 
abundant showers (rain) from the skies and He will provide you 
with wealth and children...” 

(Qur'an 71:10-11) 


One should recite the aforementioned duas, add their own duas 
(ask for a certain gender if they want...) and seek forgiveness 
abundantly and Insha-Allah, Allah will grant them pious chil- 
dren. 

After making dua, we have to submit our desires to the will of 
Allah. This attitude will bring contentment and satisfaction to 
our hearts. 
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The mother of Hazrat Maryam alaihas salaam asked Allah 
Ta‘ala for a male child so that she could send him in the path 
of Allah, but Allah Ta‘ala granted her a female. As a female, the 
Ummah of Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam admires this 
great personality as being the mother of Hazrat Isa alaihis sa- 
laam. The lesson for us in this is that Allah Ta‘ala does whatever 
Allah knows to be best. 


Allah the Almighty says: 
Goals V ily play Ug SI 5S 585 CLE loted GI subs eS AS 95 Eid lyti85 OI gue 


“Tt may be that you dislike a thing while it is good for you and 
you may love a thing while it is bad for you. And Allah knows 
what is most beneficial for you and whereas you do not.’ 

(Qur'an 2:216) 
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WE ARE OUR OWN ENEMIES! 


: It is really paining me to see what the enemies of Islam 
are doing to Muslims. I would like to know how to avenge 
the muslims? 


A You imply from your query that the root of the problems 
of the ummah are the enemies of Islam. This is just one 
dimension of a multi-dimensional problem facing the ummah. 
When searching for a solution in a problem, it is vital that the 
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problem is carefully diagnosed. It is only then that a solution can 
be considered. If the diagnosis is wrong, no amount of solution 
will be effective. 


It is true that we have enemies and they are out to attack us. Islam 
had enemies right from its inception. For Islam and Muslims to 
be triumphant we have to be balanced and avoid emotions in 
reaching conclusions. Why cannot we consider that we are our 
own enemies and responsible for our own problems? 


Today every sin is common in the Ummah. Pornography is 
widespread in Muslim states, gambling is the past time of today, 
wine is being consumed like water, interest based transactions is 
the way we are making our livelihood and the list goes on. Our 
love for this worldly life has become so intense that to acquire a 
few Dollars and Pounds, we are ready to sacrifice all values and 
principles. Greed has filled our veins. Jealousy has saturated our 
hearts. 


Today's predicament is nothing new in the Ummah. The Mus- 
lims in Spain were hit with a wave of tribulations. The Muslims 
of Mesopotamia were hit by the Tartars. Many other assaults 
have occurred on the Muslim nation. The same reason which 
triggered these events has triggered the events we see unfolding 
daily.If lack of numbers was the reason, we would not be facing 
problems as we are approximately 1.3 billion in number. Iflack of 
wealth was the cause, then the Middle Eastern countries possess 
the most oil reserves. The Muslims in Spain and Mesopotamia 
possessed similar numbers and boasted a booming economy, yet 
they were tested. 
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When the Muslims practiced on every letter of the Qur‘an and 
implemented the lifestyle of the Prophet salallahu alaihi wasal- 
lam, the world humbled herself in front of them. The kings sur- 
rendered to the leaders of the Muslims. The civilisations oppos- 
ing them ceased to exist. 


The greatest needed of the time is to revive the hearts. The love 
of Allah and the life hereafter have to be more beloved to us than 
the whole world and what it contains. 


If we want once again the flag of Islam to rise high, we have to 
undergo spiritual reformation. 


All negative behaviour displayed by any human is due to the cor- 
ruption of the heart. All problems in the society are primarily 
based on the lack of self reformation. Fights occur between peo- 
ple due to people being arrogant and proud. Theft and burglary 
is committed due to intense greed. Oppression is committed due 
to self conceit. Weakness in faith and a lack of resolve is induced 
by love for this world. Thus, it becomes quite apparent that all 
forms of oppression and injustice is predominantly due to a per- 
son bearing negative attributes. 


All actions transpire after the thought of it crosses the mind and 
the heart settles on executing it. Ifa person has subdued his base 
desires, his heart which is ever conscious of Almighty Allah will 
at once inhibit any thought of evil. Ifthe base desires have been 
left without a leash, then a person will pounce upon every act his 
heart desires, resulting it turmoil. 

The Prophet (salallahu alayhi wasallam) said, 

“Verily, there is in the body a small piece of flesh; if it is good the 
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whole body is good and if it is corrupted the whole body is cor- 
rupted; lo! It is the heart. 


To alter or rectify anything, one has to consult with a specialist in 
that field. For car breakdowns there are mechanics. For comput- 
ers there are technicians. To get a car moving again, it has to be 
repaired by a mechanic. To overcome a virus or malfunction, the 
computer has to be repaired by a technician. Likewise, to rectify 
the ills of the heart, we have to consult and seek the guidance of 
scholars trained in the field of Tazkiyah (spiritual purification). 


If a constant effort for spiritual rectification is made on a mi- 
cro-level, the effects of this will be evident on a macro-level. 
Every person must engage in pro-actively in rectifying himself 
in order to save himself and others of all forms of oppression. 
Allah Ta‘ala grant us victory and alleviate the problems we are 
facing. Amin. 
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USE OF BOTOX FOR BEAUTY PURPOSE 
AS WELL AS ITS MEDICINAL USE 


: lam a general practioner in UK . My question is it per- 

missible to practice give Botox injections, facial peels, der- 
mabrasions. Mostly done for patients to look younger and good 
looks. Iam mainly thinking of doing it for earning extra money 
{being honest} I would like to know If its allowed or not. 


What would be the answer if the need is for medicational use? 
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: Botox (Botulinum Toxin Type A) is by nature a poison- 

ous toxin. It has been approved by FDA in US for specific 
medicinal use, however it has gained more popularity in the 
cosmetic surgeries. 


Botox serum uses enzymes from pig's milk in its initial stage 
which is later on purified through industrial process. Although 
the serum may be clinically categorized void of these enzymes 
in its final product form, it will still be considered an impure 
substance according to Shariah. 


Moreover, Botox has been clinically classified as a lethal toxin 
which if consumed in larger quantities can have devastating ef- 
fects. Even in the lower medicinal usage, it is not free from some 
side effects. In some cases it may lead to problems in swallowing, 
speaking, or breathing, all-over muscle weakness, double vision, 
blurred vision and drooping eyelids, hoarseness or change or loss 
of voice (dysphonia), trouble saying words clearly (dysarthria), 
loss of bladder control, trouble breathing. While these may be 
isolated conditions, they are sufficient enough for the FDA (Food 
and Drug Administration) to issue caution against Botox usage. 


It was perhaps this vital information which pushed many Ulama, 
locally in South Africa, as well as internationally (Malaysia) to 
rule against Botox. 


While many people have used Botox for beauty treatments it has 
been equally popular in the medical field. Since Botox is essen- 
tially a toxin with the ability to weaken or dampen the response 
in muscles, it has been targeted by many doctors as a temporary 
relief medication for illnesses due to spasmodic muscles. Some of 
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the practical medical uses for Botox in practice are treatment for 
inflammation in specific areas, controlling bleeding after intra- 
muscular injection, excessive weakness or wasting in the muscle, 
swallowing difficulties (dysphagia) or liquid accidentally going 
into the lungs (aspiration), chronic breathing problems, Diseases 
or conditions affecting the nervous system, seizures like epilepsy, 
closed angle glaucoma(eye disease) etc. 


The medicinal usage is still not void of the potential harmful side 
effects that could emerge from using this serum, hence, Shari- 
ah affords a balanced approach towards its usage. The rules of 
Shariah are more relaxed in the case of medical need and neces- 
sity. However such relaxation is also governed closely by rules. 
In principle:Necessity renders the restrictions permissible And 
Necessity warrants (permissibility of the restricted) to the extent 
of (one’s) necessity. 


Hence, the use of an impure Botox serum will become permissi- 
ble for medicinal use only if, 


i. The experts of the field opine the need for such a medi- 
cine 
ii. There is no halal alternative available 


As a doctor one will be responsible in providing a permissible 
or impermissible service to the consumer. If there is a suitable 
alternative for skin care treatments then that avenue should be 


adopted. 


It is not permissible to use an impure substance to beautify one 
self. Since Botox is impure because of the use enzymes from 
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pig's milk it will be impermissible to use it for purely beatifica- 
tion purposes. 


Facial Peels and dermabrasions or other cosmetic procedures. 


Facial peels and dermabrasions are skincare procedures which 
use various techniques like exfoliation of upper layers of skin to 
rejuvenate a healthier and smoother skin. These procedures are 
permissible provided that, 


i. The creams or lotions used do not contain impure or 
impermissible substance; 

ii. The procedure does not aim at changing the physical 
features. 

iii. | The procedure is not harmful to one's health. 


At the same time, we also caution that venturing into the skin- 
care procedures should not compromise the general Shar‘i 
work ethos (ie. unnecessary gender interaction etc). 


“FDA has approved Biologic License Applications (BLAs) for two botulinum toxin type A products 
(Botox/Botox Cosmetic and Dysport) for clinical use” Re: Docket No. FDA-2008-P-0061 

Muslim Council bans Botox, January 15 2008 accessed Nov. 23 2011. 

http://www.botox.com/ accessed Nov. 23, 2011 

FDA Notifies Public of Adverse Reactions Linked to Botox Use accessed Nov. 23, 2011 

Muslim Council bans Botox, January 15 2008 accessed Nov. 23 2011. ; Malaysian Muslims told not to 
use Botox, July 18 2006 accessed Nov. 30 2011; 

http://www.netdoctor.co.uk/medicines/100000363 html accessed Dec. 01 2011. 
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ISTIKHARA FOR SEEKING KHULAA 


: Is it alright to do istikhara for a case where a woman 

wants to know whether she should take khulaa. The hus- 
band is refusing to give talaaq and after marriage of 10 years she 
is saying she doesnt love the husband anymore.? 


: It is in the best interest of a couple that they try to main- 

tain their marriage as far as possible. Only after exhausting 
all other avenues of reconciliation should a spouse consider the 
option of separation or divorce. Separation between spouses 
should be a last resort. This is due to the severity of divorce be- 
ing mentioned by Nabi salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam. 


Nabi salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam mentions, 
“The most despised permissible thing to Allah is Divorce.” 
(Ibn Majah hadith no.2018) 


In another Hadith Nabi salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam said, 

“Verily Satan places his chair on water. Thereafter he deputes his 
armies the lowest ranking amongst them is the greatest in caus- 
ing mischief. One of them comes and says “I did such and such” 
So Satan replies, “You have not done anything.” Thereafter anoth- 
er comes and says “I did not leave him until I caused him to sep- 
arate from his wife.” So Satan brings him closer and says “Indeed 
you are great.” (Muslim 4/2167) 


In view of this Hadith and others carrying a similar purport, the 
Ulama mention seeking divorce without a validShari’ excuse is a 
great sin. This is whether divorce is given from the husband or 
whether it is sought from the wife. 
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In another Hadith Nabi salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam warns those 
women who seek divorce without a justifiable cause. 


“Any woman who seeks divorce unnecessarily, then even the 
scent of paradise is unlawful for her’(Tirmizi 3/485) 


The woman in question has been married for ten years. Her 
husband in the past has refused to give her Talaaq. It seems as 
though the husband wishes to maintain the marriage. We sug- 
gest this woman first attempt to resolve the issues she has with 
her husband. ‘This should be done by approaching appropriate 
individuals who would be able to objectively assist both spouses. 
If after having exhausted efforts in reconciliation, the wife finds 
no solution to her marital problems, she should consult the sen- 
iors of her family as well as make Istikhara before taking any step. 
May Allah Ta‘ala guide the woman in reference. Aameen. 


(8102 Casoull @8y dele yl) Griball alll I] sled! sil 
gh 1585 5S ClkS ghd piisl tp oc dite Gabel Ups aig ell oulne Las ob cclsll JE abe 283 Sb! by 
EM si bg hig Ais a.5588 JIS ashal 55 485 EHS So 4558 bs ods padsl tues G IB LE Cais 


TRAVELLING TO DEAD SEA 


: [have a question relating to my upcoming visit to Jordan. 

One of the areas which is a tourist attraction in Jordan is 
the city of Aqaba and the nearby Dead Sea. I have heard that it 
is impermissible to visit the Dead Sea or even to use any prod- 
uct manufactured from its water or salt on account of its histor- 
ical association with homosexuality and the destruction of its 
occupants (I think it was the people of Lut Allai Salaam?) 
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: The Dead Sea lies between Bayt al-Maqdis and the Jordan 
River. This is the area in which Allah’s punishment descend- 
ed on the nation of Lat Alayhisalam. 


Allah Taala says in the Quran referring to those dwellings de- 
stroyed by Him: 


“Say, “Go about the earth, and see what was the fate of those 
who belied (the messengers)” (Quran 6:11) 


In the above quoted verse, Allah Taala advises mankind to roam 
the earth and contemplate over the destruction of past nations. 
‘There was a time when powerful and wealthy tribes were walking 
haughtily and boastfully on this very surface. Despite enjoying 
the favors of Allah, they denied His Majesty and persisted in His 
disobedience. When they did not desist from their wrong, Allah 
Taala released upon them His chastisement by obliterating their 
very existence. 


However, there are certain narrations in Hadith that indicate 
towards the impermissibility of travelling to such places. In the 
ninth year after the migration to Medinah, Nabi Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wa Sallam along with his companions underwent a journey to 
Tabuk. On the way, they passed by the houses of Thamid, a na- 
tion destroyed by Allah Taala. The companions started to extract 
water from the wells of Thamtd and kneaded their bread with the 
water. Furthermore they filled their utensils with it. When Nabi 
Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam came to know, he ordered them to 
spill the water and feed the kneaded bread to the camels. (Mus- 
nad Ahmed, Hadith No. 5984: Muassissah Ar-Risalah) 
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In another narration Nabi Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam stated: 


“Do not enter into the area of destruction unless you enter weep- 
ing. If you do not enter while crying, do not enter lest you may 
be afflicted as they were afflicted” 

(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 44: Dar Taug An-Najah) 


Hence, in view of the above quotations, the Ulema (scholars) 
have permitted going to such places to take heed and advice. The 
heart must be filled with fear and awe. However, it is not per- 
missible to visit these areas for entertainment and amusement. 
Unfortunately, today the Dead Sea has become a great tourist at- 
traction where immodesty and sin is the order of the day, mak- 
ing it difficult to maintain a good intention. ‘Therefore it is not 
advisable to visit the Dead Sea. 


Also, it is disliked to utilize the products manufactured from the 
Dead Sea’s water or sand. 


Ol dtig> LW em te phe Jlgu db gy tized syregall all cleilys Slaballg yuh! g slag gull! S45 4lS Lie go olpbl of :LlB 9) 

Byb5 Vhs GE o3 ag Fomyap S! LY dg’ call egSLal Ls Log Gil She Lalo 15 rggisy $5 1s5M lg laze! suads AbLll pglll gjss 3935 
Jutay jlgedly [SLA Sly) cise Y lgbol Gyo lgil el slacVlg BlSW Sybille pid Le diel ally AU lg LA! Lal sUT yo legds obel,o¥I 
AED G5NG} silo SB lo [24:¢951l] (IB Se GoiTl SBE GS GS logit 259g laine 8} sles al clgis gel lo alg ins 
WS50Mly sae 2,913 pall SI lged aI OL Ge HS 9 df [51s pndll] {BT BUSS ails} « (29: sos] (GT als Ba GSD) Big 
OLY) Gydsebl a5 le Igl5.5 Y) 998 shay yo Ub dglowol) 443 JB Gall glug dele All glo ill Cydoy Varwe gig | dT Jiléls 

Joey bol La] «pail! ads pq Ugdall Go Big Cytol ligd « (ogilil le Ube eXuuar dT pqale lolds5 3B OSb 1g3955 b SI ugh 195 955 
ag} LET LS ESL CaS 1] 9) aed! 9 Lol ] SLES Glzelg Bla Ws «SLull sf ely aged! ge MU) dorLak! dled! es egile dye! 
die dodlug AU colgbio alll Jguy Cade 
cog, Leese gen eS dic| All lI] Bylary OlpeW 8S Gods lll QS aylle So01 go gl55 Y TLudle «G53 ga9 Lal 31 deg ligs 
piel Lleis ailew alls «c2 81KUlg AI dures Ge Ged ol SLiill 4s died aU Sheally- ddrdy Gf ale gids igs eailit Litres 

6a: GB So GE olbly lig ale WU) Ne all Jo Gi 2 5a gil gb BU G8 ise Sil iki Sho ls waiall ue Bis - 
aide al Js Di Jgi5 655% gb joK lgtiais dle Igtbad dg8 lees S585 OS call US So Gull! ARESB 568 a le sbodl 
Ab IgG Of RBLgIS SLL [291-40] Ble CAT LIT I fll Se ba: J 35 fa: dail cheb Geel lgdlles oH 185518 alos 
(Lay!l Anus AB9S Laoul 93) Ane! dias) «gilé Ipldi5 IE GQglal Le She Sina ST GLB Gl» JS If3e Soill e5all 


atl all Ad alll Jg25 Si legis ADI yi} 508 of alll ce 88 glo of alll ace §2 lls Ads 18 all ce 3h dels] ds 


248 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


05) gale! gurwe) «Bilal Le ined V gyile Ig655 58 GSU LghS GJ OB GSU 1885 OTS) Gulch Wa UE L165 W» JB les 
: (leall Bgb sho :334 Caysoul 

(Soon - gosll Cll leo! slo 1091 Go 4 @ gull Sree) LAEVIS KT] aes He ad J Nl LB GS Ishsh5 of 8 

+ OgBlbdg Sule All dad dg5pn5 pile [gd 9B o2l5-> 15] sgl (egulel ls pSpcy Y tegele Igld5 ¥) spbug dale alll glo cull Js 
sda acl aga Gest) pedal! ley gpk). 25 Gabo Ls le Keay V gto [p15 3d @SIle Lin GS b Wi] cdiloge alll hls 
4 0 34g ygguell pila peat] Lule) (Agoda! Stl Boe Lyte pit lB Agar woos sy eblbll soaks sorb] Jie Ggelle elKWl Ob 
(Apeblap] Sint! wb ge lgis nity 0lB diqu (uso 

PAKS SlusV UB quad Gl gg ggischl porsllg Glas! dy oly Ald gurl oslo cobisell Kamas dT abl pads Cadod! ise Ie 
tal) Sock! 519337 go] g plug dele All lo cull dow die d logic All gay Ul aye oy pile Caio @ et) alll ge srr asl 
(ob yl eaioills 

http://www. yourway.co.il/israel_attractions.html 

lgbe nghtll dais He Seah B 3 SEB Sg JB als ugh abl a i 3s be sgl SOT Gsestlal 4 ont oh wt 

at rove a 155 Shall els dy yghbll g Slit 1385 iglhas Gite awladl aI23 pbile foi SBI Solbs als giall Us atid) J 
(Aye 131 goo g vsleockl oy).@let als aciltgiall 

e5e 388 « of wih BOI KY) Gale cand ail B de Lis het gt Se we SFT 8 55 SS he GBT LAN ght Gan5 acts 
Ji - glsg ails ahi Ja - abil Jo25 5 (ofS GUI Opp 528 gil Qa sel Gall 422 e535 g JE asl ide £8 Me axatS, Beaih 
LMI lyllbig LaJGT ye (GHE1 Le [ods veh of - plas acl ah) Aa - Jyh aasal ngelll 4g ghbd3 LByUT Jo (GAEIG S8 vail bell 
Alt SSI EI Go BOI H5 ay Silglll fla Shnls 16 ale is bys «BOI Labs SAWS I Bll Sa [pfs of pases eal 
331 ye] g ,slemekl oy) E53! Ae oust, sles etal 3 585 ell) Jé Gobss (bbas¥5 558) ol L581 odd 3 Ebel B35 


(Ase 
YOUR HOLIDAYS? WHERE? 


Allah Ta ‘ala has blessed us with many bounties and blessings. 
Allah says, 


Lagindd ¥ abil Lass Ighad 315 


And if you (try to) count the blessings of Allah, 
You shall never be able to do so... 


(Qur'an 16:18) 


The different blessings of Allah which have been given to us 
through the sheer mercy of Allah also make us accountable for 
how we use these blessings. 
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One of the blessings of Allah is wealth and money. Just as we 
will be responsible for using our eyes, ears, mouth, hands and 
every other blessing of Allah in the right avenue, so too are we 
responsible for using our wealth in the right avenue. Rasulullah 
salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam mentioned that when one will stand 


before Allah Taala on the day of judgement, one will be asked, 


Poot 


fail rock) 
Where did you spend your wealth? 
(Sunan Tirmidhi #2416) 


It is important for us as muslims to consider how and where we 
spend our money. If a parent comes to know that the child has 
misused his pocket money in going to a haram place, for exam- 
ple a casino where he is at risk of a host of evils, when his father 
learns about that, he surely will get angry. He will never give his 
child pocket money in future as he knows the dangers of doing 
so. If the child convinces the father that there is halal food in 
the casino, the father is not stupid to accept that justification of 
the child. Halal food in a casino does not make all other haram 
activities halal. The father will make sure that the child does not 
make such a mistake again. 


Similarly if we will misuse a bounty in avenues which are det- 
rimental to us then how can we expect Allah Ta‘ala to bless us 
barakah in our wealth, our lives and our families. 


In recent times it is becoming more and more common to seek 
out halal alternatives for family outings and vacations. While the 
motive is noble and effort is genuine, it is important not to com- 
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promise our wholesome Islamic values in doing so. Islam does 
not prohibit us from taking some time out with our families for 
vacation, but we need to make sure that these vacations are void 
of all such evils that could jeopardize one's spirituality. We know 
beyond doubt that our families will absorb the ill-effects of the 
environment that will be detrimental to ones Iman and have a 
long lasting devastating effect. If we will take our family to a casi- 
no, pub, nightclub etc. then how can we expect any sense of Iman 
to flourish in us? 


In this trend of seeking halal resorts and vacations, some mus- 
lims have also taken up cruise specials voyaging the seas in cruise 
liners. Such cruises present many challenges to one’s Iman. It is 
almost impossible to remain unaffected by the barrage of evils 
and immoralities in such cruises, from casinos to nudity; inter- 
mingling to dancing; alcohol to music, the evils beyond that are 
too many. This is tantamount to putting butter into a hot pan and 
expecting it not to melt. Arrangements for halal food in places of 
haram does not justify haram. No proper mu’min can remain in 
such an environment and not have his iman jolt him to separate 
oneself and one’s family from such cruises. This is also according 
to people who already experienced such cruises and made tawba. 


As an alternative, consider visiting the glorious sites of Islam. 
Make a voyage to Haramayn Sharifayn and reap the rewards 

of Umrah as well as visiting the blessed and spiritually uplift- 
ing sight of Ka‘ba. Give salutations to Nabi salallahu ‘alayhi 
wasallam in person at his Rawdha. Walk the roads and allies 
traversed by our Nabi salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam himself. See 
the mount of Uhud, the land of Badr and the cave of Hira. 
Roam the valley of Taif where our beloved salallahu ‘alayhi wa- 
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sallam shed his blood for us. One can go further beyond to seek 
Al Aqsa and the dome of the rock and boost one’s Iman. 


There are many other venues to be explored which can be a hol- 
iday with one’s family as well as educational and motivational to 
one’s spirituality. Let us not put ourselves in a position where we 
have to answer for the misuse of blessings of Allah in avenues 
which are harmful to our lives in this world as well as hereafter. 
While doing so let us also keep the wellbeing of our dear fam- 
ilies in sight and save them from any environment which may 
harm them. Allah has ordained this upon every guardian of the 
family: 


J S1As Bele Basle Qube Sileodlg Jol! Lod9h5 56 eXuLals gKLHT 18 Iotal Grill Gl 
S908} le glans gajal le Al Sye85 


O you who believe! Save yourselves and your families from fire 
where the fuel shall be people and stones, over which strong 
and severe angels are set guard, who do not disobey Allah in 
His commandments, rather do as they are commanded. 
(Qur'an 66:6) 


SHARI AH COMPLIANT LEASE AGREEMENT 


: [request Mufti Saheb if possible to send a Shari'a compli- 

ant lease agreement and an Islamic Employment contract 
to me. If this is not possible could Mufti Saheb give me some 
guidelines regarding drawing up these two contracts? 


: Al-Tjarah (hiring) contract has a number of terms and 
conditions in addition to the common terms and condi- 
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tions that apply to other contracts. Hereunder are the basic 
terms and condition of Ijarah: 


1. Leasing is a contract whereby the owner of an item 
transfers its usufruct to another person for an agreed period of 
time, at an agreed amount. 


a A very important point is that everything must be spec- 
ified and clear. There must be no ambiguity in the contract 
which may lead to a misunderstanding in future. 


3, The leased item must have a valuable use. Therefore, 
things having no usufruct at all cannot be leased. 
4. It is necessary for a valid contract of lease that leased 


property remains in the ownership of the lessor, and only its usu- 
fruct is transferred to the lessee. Thus, anything which cannot 
be used without consuming cannot be leased out. Therefore, the 
lease cannot be effected in respect of money, eatables, fuel and 
ammunition etc. because their use is not possible unless they 
are consumed. If anything of this nature is leased out, it will be 
deemed to be a loan and the rules concerning the transaction 
of loan shall accordingly apply. Any rent charged on this invalid 
lease shall be an interest charged on loan . 


5, Generally, in Figh the Fugahaa discuss the Ahliyyah (qual- 
ification) to carry out any particular act and generally , there are 
four qualifications: a) Muslim, b) Free, c) Sane, d) Adult 

In Ijarah, the only condition of qualification is to be sane. That 
means an insane person cannot be an employer or a employee/ 
worker. Being a Muslim is not necessary. The employer or the 
employee/worker or one of the two may be a non-Muslim. To be 
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a free person is also not necessary. A slave who is granted per- 
mission from his master may be a employer or employee/worker. 
To be an adult is also not necessary. A minor who has reached 
an understandable age may be an employer or employee/worker 
on a issue that is of benefit to him/her, if there is a possibility of 
a loss, for example, in buying, selling, hiring, etc. then the minor 
requires the consent of his/her guardian to affect such a deal. 


Lease agreement 


iL; The hired property must be in a useable condition (i.e., 
the lessee should be able to use the property for its intended 
purpose). 

2 The duration of the hiring should be mentioned clearly 
at the time of the contract. 

3. The rental amount should be mentionedin the contract. 
4. Rental can be fixed at different amounts for different 
phases during the lease period. 


EXAMPLE 1: 

A leases his house to B for a total period of 5 years. The rent of 
the first year is fixed R2000 per month, and the rent of every 
subsequent year shall be 10% more than the previous one. This 
lease is VALID. 


EXAMPLE 2: 

A now puts a condition in the agreement that the rent of R2000 
per month is fixed for the first year only. The rent for the subse- 
quent years shall be fixed each year at the opinion of the lessor. 
This lease is VOID, because it is uncertain . 
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5. Lease of a jointly owned property is permitted and rentals 
shall be distributed between all the joint owners according to 
the proportion of their respective shares in the property. 


6. The lessee is not permitted to use the subject (proper- 
ty,items,etc) ina manner contrary to what is permitted by the 
contract. Specifically, the lessee is not allowed to inflict any 
harm on the subject (property, items,etc) of the contract. 

7, The lessee is liable to compensate the lessor for every 
harm to the leased asset caused by any misuse or negligence on 
the part of the lessee. 


8. The leased asset shall remain in the risk of the lessor 
throughout the lease period in the sense that any harm or loss 
caused by the factors beyond the control of the lessee shall be 
borne by the lessor. 


9. The lessor cannot charge an additional amount in case 
the lessee delays payment of the rent. 


10. The lease period shall commence from the date on 
which the leased asset has been delivered to the lessee, no mat- 
ter whether the lessee has started using it or not. 


11. The Ijarah contract can be terminated by mutual consent 
of the two parties. 


12. The Jjarah contract will be cancelled by any valid excuse 
such as the tenant becomes insolvent and he can't pay the rent, 
so the contract of lease will be terminated. 
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13. The Ijarah contract will be cancelled by any valid excuse 
such as the tenant becomes insolvent and he cant pay the rent, 
so the contract of lease will be terminated. 


14. If the lessee contravenes any term of the agreement, the 
lessor has the right to terminate the lease contract. 


15. The Jjarah contract will end by the death of one of the two 
parties. 


Employment contract 


l. The employee must be able to perform the job required of 
him or her. 


2: The duration of the employment should be mentioned 
clearly at the time of the contract. 


3. The wage must be fixed and specified, that is to say, so 
much per day or so much per month. It is not valid to say that a 
suitable wage will be paid. If someone is employed without fixing 
his salary or wage, then the agreement is invalid, and he will have 
to be paid UjratMithli (a fair wage which generally s determined 
by an impartial third party, government). However if the rate of 
some work is fixed, then agreement can be made without spec- 
ifying the wage. And in the event of cancellation of the agree- 
ment, the worker will have to be paid for as many days as he has 
worked. 
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However, difference of place will be taken into account. The same 
rate will not be paid in a small town as in a big city, nor will the 
same amount be paid in a big city as in a small town. 


4. The nature, place and times of work must be specified. 
The person being employed must be told the kind of work he 
will be required to do, where he will work and the time he will 
have to work, or the amount of work he will have to do and then 
his wages should be agreed, therefore, if the employee is to be 
asked to carry any task which was not mentioned at the time of 
employment, he may refuse to do so. For example, if you employ 
a worker you have to tell him that you will be paid so much. Each 
day you will have to do so much work, and you will be working in 
this factory or in this place, and it will be in a cloth mill or a shoe 
factory, because the place and type of work makes a difference to 
the wages. 


5. The employee is not permitted to use the subject in a 
manner contrary to what is permitted by the contract. Specifical- 
ly, the employee is not allowed to inflict any harm on the subject 
of the contract. 


6. The position of a employee is an Amin (entrusted per- 
son) without Zamaanat i.e. trustee without liability. A trustee has 
to take full care of the item that he is entrusted with, but if by 
chance a item is lost or damaged, he will not be liable for com- 
pensation, but if he deliberately damages it, then he will be liable. 
In the same way, every worker and employee is a trustee of his 
employers’ property, i.e. the things that he uses or is put in charge 
of, and of the work he has been given to do. So, if by chance or 
because of some difficulty he falls short in his work, or by chance 


297 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


the things that he is using or are in his charge break down, or get 
damaged, then he will not be held responsible. 


fe If on one day, the employer does not give his employee 
any work to do, then does he have to pay him for that? In this, 
there are two possibilities: one is that he is keeping him on the 
basis of a monthly or weekly wage, and the employee reported 
for work but was not given any work to do. In this case, he has 
to be paid for his time, as well as for his day off. But if is kept on 
a daily wage basis then he will have to be paid for the days on 
which he works, and not for the days on which he is not given 
work. 


8. The Ijarah contract can be terminated by mutual consent 
of the two parties. 


9. Once an employer and employee have entered into a wage 
agreement, then neither party has the right to cancel it unless 
either party is confronted with some constraint or legitimate ob- 
jection which excuses the employer from taking the work or the 
employee from doing the work. 


10. The Jjarah contract will end by the death of one of the two 
parties. 


NOTE; The lessor or the employer may put any other conditions 
at what has been mentioned above, but the conditions has to be 
such that they are not conflict with the integrals of a transac- 
tion, as such we would advise that one send to Mufti or a Alim 
the contract with all added conditions made by the lessor or the 
employer so that the contract may be verify if all condition is in 
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conformity with the integrals ofa transaction or not. 


We advise one to write down the contract made between the two 
parties, as was the practice and teaching of our messenger Mu- 
hammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam: 


Hadhrat Abdul Majid Bin WahbRahimahullah narrates: 
Hadhrath Addaa Bin Khalid bin HauzhahRadhiallahu Anhu told 
me, “Should I not recite to you the letter that the messenger Mu- 
hammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam wrote to me?” Hadhrat Ab- 
dul Majid Bin Wahb Rahimahullah says: I replied, “Yes indeed.” 
Then Hadhrat Addaa Bin Khalid bin Hauzhah Radhiallahu Anhu 
took out a written document for in which it was imprinted: 


“This is what Addaa Bin Khalid bin Hauzhah purchased from 
Muhammad the Messenger of Allah Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam. 
He purchased from him a male slave or a female slave that had no 
sickness, no deceit, and no defect. This is a transaction between 
a Muslim and another Muslim” (Sunan At-Tirmidhi, vol 2, pg. 
230. Saeed.) 


We advise one to put a Mediation/ Arbitration clause such as: 

A dispute arising from or in connection with this contract shall 
be finally resolved in accordance with the standard conditions 
of Mediation/Arbitration of the Darul IftaaMahmudiyyah Sher- 
wood, Durban, by an arbitrator appointed by the Darul Iftaa or 
any other competent Darul Iftaa. 
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REMAIN CONFINED TO YOUR AREA OF EXPERTISE 


: Is it permissible for the husband and wife to listen to these 

bayans and gain benefit from it because it has developed 
the love and fear for Allah Subhanahu Wa Taala in my heart and 
also helped to strengthen family relationships so I also want my 
family to listen and gain benefit from it. Please advise regard- 
ing this. Also I wanted to know whether the lady Farhat Hashmi 
who gives Islamic lectures on YouTube is reliable. Can we listen 
to those lectures? Is it permissible to watch and listen to these 
bayans? 


: It is permissible for women to benefit from a woman giv- 
ing bayan and advises if: 


1. She adheres to the beliefs and the aqa@id of the Ahl-e- 
Sunnah Wal Jama’h. 

2; She acknowledges taqleed (the following of a Madhab) 
and also makes taqleed. 

3. Her thinking and views must be in line with the views and 
the thinking of our Akabreen (pious predecessors). 

4. She adheres to the Shariah. 

5. She adheres to the Sunnahs of Rasullullah Sallallahu Ala- 
hi Wa Sallam 


6. She must be an Alimah (Islamic scholar) and be a gradu- 
ate of an institute that is recognized by our Ulama. 
ie She consults with the Ulama and the senior people on is- 


sues facing her. 


If all the above mentioned conditions are met, it will be permis- 
sible for such a woman to teach and advise women on issues re- 
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garding Deen. If a woman lacks any of the above conditions, it 
will not be permissible for her to advise others. Those women 
who are not Alimah (Islamic scholars) are not authorized in giv- 
ing speeches and lectures. 


Ifa person were to study all the books required to become a doc- 
tor without the help of a bona fide teacher, no one will consider 
such a person to be qualified as a doctor, regardless of how much 
knowledge that person possess in medicine as there is a strong 
possibility of making a mistake which could be fatal. 


Shariah has emphasized the importance of acquiring knowledge 
of the Quran and the Hadith and other aspects of Deen. Studying 
the basic aspects of Deen is Fard (compulsory), as it has been 
mentioned in the Hadith. 


“Acquiring knowledge is binding upon every Muslim” 
(Sunan Ibn Majah 1/81) 


This obligation refers to both, males and females. However, one 
must be very cautious from whom he acquires his/her knowl- 
edge. It is mentioned in a Hadith: 


“Verily knowledge is Deen. Be cautious regarding whom you 
acquire your knowledge from.” 
(Sahih Muslim 1/14) 


A persons thinking and conduct is shaped according to his/her 
knowledge. A teacher has a great impact on his/her students. The 
students tend to imitate the lifestyle of their teachers. 
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There is a need for women to teach other women. In the time 
of Sahabah (Radiallahu Taala Anhum), many people would seek 
knowledge from Aisha Radiallahu Taala Anha (the mother of 
all the believers) since she was the most knowledgeable woman 
from amongst them. This does not mean that any unqualified 
woman has the right to stand up and start preaching Deen. This 
may be detrimental for her Iman as well as for the Iman of others. 


If a person is qualified in a particular field, the person should 
limit his/her focus to that field. This applies to men and women. 
Ifa person is a Hafiz of the Quran, he cannot assume the position 
of being an Alim by a virtue of the respect accorded to him as a 
Hafiz. Similarly, if a woman is teaching in a maktab for exam- 
ple, or is a wife of an Alim or is a follower of a spiritual guide, 
that association is not enough for her to assume the position of 
a qualified Alima or a Shaikh. It is an unfortunate reality that 
many such women do not maintain their limits and even assume 
the position of issuing Fatwas. Their respect lies in them being 
confined to their area of speciality and not to trespass that. 


In some instances, we observed that some women assume the 
role of a shaikh (spiritual guide) to people who view them with 
respect but their personal life is void of any Islamic value. That 
type of attitude questions the very Ikhlas (sincerity) and inten- 
tion of such people. Is it loyalty and dedication to the cause of 
worshipping ones position? This is a critical question to deter- 
mine Ikhlas. Only an act with Ikhlas and according to Shariah is 
accepted by Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta‘ala. 


The above are our general observations on the issue without ref- 
erence to a specific person. We are unable to comment on Farhat 
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Hashmi as we are based in South Africa and do not know much 
about her. Attached is a Fatwa from Darul-Ifta Jamiah Banoria, 
Karachi regarding her. 


Translation of the Fatwa: 


Dr. Farhat Hashmi is a PH.D graduate of Glasgow University and 
is a free-minded woman who commenced a year course by ap- 
parently trying to simplify the Deen and the Tafseer of the Quran 
which is known as “A One Year Diploma Course in Islamic Stud- 
ies” whereas in reality through her free-minded thinking, she has 
become a victim of misunderstanding. In fact a victim of making 
apparent errors and instructing her associates of the same. 


Many of her perspectives are misguiding such as, refuting the 
importance of Ijma (consensus) of the Ummah, generally de- 
claring the following of a Mazhab as Shirk, (which means that 
for the past 14 centuries, majority of the Muslim population 
who adhered to a Mazhab were all Mushriks). 


Similarly, one who has missed numerous amounts of Salahs in 
his life does not need to perform those Salahs, merely doing 
Taubah is enough. 


Many of her views are against the majority. For e.g. considering 
3 divorces as 1 divorce while some of them are considered bid’a , 
encouraging the woman folks in attending the Salah with Jamat, 
giving the importance of offering Salatut-Tasbeeh with Jam/“t. 
Such views hold the potential of creating fitna such as having 
false assumptions against the Ulama (scholars) and the Fuqa- 
ha (jurists), freeing the importance of Deeni Madaris (Islamic 
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schools) from the minds of people and considering a short and 
simple course to be enough for acquiring knowledge. Similarly, 
the jurists who have put effort in deriving rulings through their 
deep knowledge of Quran and Hadith are declared as nullified 
and the rulings are considered to be against the Quran and Ha- 


dith. 


Propagation and development of such persistent views and be- 
liefs are a distinctive attributes of “Al-Huda International”. Based 
on these beliefs and views, it is causing disputes and chaos and 
has created doubts regarding the rulings of Shariah in the minds 
of the Muslim Ummah. The inclination towards exonerated and 
free minded thinking is rapidly increasing. Based on these facts, 
abstention from gaining admission in these institutions, teaching, 
and assisting are all necessary acts. And Allah knows the truth. 
Muhammad Abdullah Hashmi 


Darul Ifta Jamiah Banoria Karachi 
28/Rajab 1425 Hijri 
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TOUCHING AN ENGLISH COPY 
OF THE QURAN WITHOUT WUDHU 
: Touching an English copy of the Quran without wudhu 
and Clarification of the word 
dy) 
: Touching an English copy of the Quran without wudhu 


and Clarification of the word 


Luaslll 


On September 11, 2011, the following question was posed to 
the Darul Iftaa: 


“Are Muslims allowed to read an English copy of the Quran 
without Wudhu? 


The English copy of the Quran does not have Arabic in it; only 
the English translation.” 


‘The answer was assigned to me and the answer issued was that 
it is impermissible for a Muslim to touch a translation of the 
Quran without wudhu. This answer was issued in the light of 
the following texts: 


sas ee Seg sb ice eae ai gd lal e eaeallles 
(eda abe) SLES] dro prey du LL 9 W993 


G NiSe prouall le apie 1US 9 dae gl Lic duno og) 0,5 Aruslill Lge dL al OS 9! 9 
(dyszall ggltill) Ledleul 
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When I wrote the answer after quoting these texts and other 
Urdu fatawa, Mufti Saheb simply put a cross on my fatwa and 
told me to apply my mind further. In my second attempt I came 
to the same conclusion and after making some minor tweaks and 
adjustments to my previous answer, I gave him my second an- 
swer. Mufti Saheb just put another cross on it and sent me back. 
Mufti Saheb does not initially point out our mistakes. This makes 
us jolt our thinking. I thought it might be a grammatical error in 
my answer or that I might not have phrased my answer correctly 
because Mufti Saheb is very particular about these issues, but I 
got sent back another four times that day. 


I don't know how many more times I got sent back before com- 
pleting this research. By the evening, I grew despondent and did 
not know what else I could do to make Mufti Saheb approve the 
answer, so I approached Mufti Saheb and asked him what was 
wrong with the answer. He told me to first check the ruling of 
writing and publishing a translation of the Quran without the 
Arabic. He referred me to ‘Jawahirul figh’ by Hazrat Mufti Shafi 
Usmani Saheb Rahimahullah.I read through the relevant chap- 
ters of the book and came to the conclusion that it is impermissi- 
ble to write and publish a translation of the Holy Quran without 
the Arabic in it. Thereafter I applied my mind and thought that 
if it is impermissible to publish an english version of the Quran 
without the Arabic, hence it should be permissible to touch a 
translation of the Quran without wudhu. This is further support- 
ed by the fact that the Fugha give permission to touch a Tafsir of 
the Quran with the actual Arabic Quran without wudhu _, (when 
the Tafsir is more than the Quran). 
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On the 14th of September 2011, I found the following text in 

mawsooatul fiqhiyyah al kuwaitiyyah which seemed to support 

this view: 

ere Ides 9 Ldeuabl plSol 4 9 Ldsuao 948 doe nb S9,05 pall deal ds iS G] nual! 
oJ 9 douabl jus pgbrhl pal ddio yl tic 059 rylal yo 9 Qaigll goliall 83 diol 

egusuall Ge ipuoball 426 13S 9 duwslilly bgiSe 
Ol el IB ale 9, pudill Go G93 (@ dy LIE Ceuedd dared Gla GLAll Glee daz 3 bal 
nun] aS Estecbl Guo gig V yo wie Citorbl yang 


This text explains that if the Quran is written in non-arabic 
letters that resemble the arabic (transliteration), then it will be 
regarded to be under the ruling of a Quran and the laws of the 


Quran will apply to it (wudhu...) Also, it further mentions that 
the ‘tarjumatu maani al Quran (translation of the Quran) in 
another language will not be regarded as a Quran. 


This then led me to examine the word 

dw LAI] 
used by the Fugaha. Does it mean translation or translitera- 
tion? Prior to discussing this, let us examine the ruling of per- 
forming salah in non-Arabic. 


Ruling of performing Salah in non-Arabic 


The Ahnaf are of the opinion that it is permissible for one who 
does not know Arabic to perform salah in non-Arabic. Con- 
sider the following texts that clearly explain that if one does not 
know Arabic, it will be permissible for him to perform his salah 
in 


Acaslill 
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cary OS GB} iT yd que V gl Lyall Garry OS elgus Bel 3 jlo Aull ddhall g 13 1319 
4518 joad Y du yell Game GIS 5] tacrog hugs gi! Sib: dagio ul Uo8 ldeg 05) dy al 
348 13] cAablg AU lemaicg imal) dao gl te Spald jong Ay sell Quay YS aly 
Eee) gual zoledl epi Go gudpl LA! usd dSLall OLS ed G publ Aad Sd9 ogule 
AUl logary logled dl] ddim yl 
deal GTpAll 18 joe Lé] All doy dato LI S| siglo! LEI yuwad Led! ploy aad] Jl 
LS Gol jg23 one SdLall GY Syed YT doe 5 13 Qixy Syuad HT 1,3 15] 


There is a misunderstanding that Imam Abu Hanifa radhialla- 
hu anhu has permitted a person who is well versed in Arabic 
to pray in non Arabic, however, his ruji‘ (retraction) from this 
opinion has been recorded. 


The authors of al-mawsiia‘t al-fiqhiyah al-islamiyah are of the 
opinion that Imam Abu Hanifa has given permission for one 
to recite in non Arabic on condition that the non Arabic words 
sound the same as the Arabic words when pronounced . ‘This, 
however, is incorrect. There are variations regarding the leeway 
Imam Abu Hanifa radhiallahu anhu has given. These variations 
are Clearly stated in Al-Muhit al-Burhani and it seems that the 
authors of al-mawstia'‘t al-fiqhiyah al-islamiyah did not consider 
the rajih (preferred/ prevalent) opinion. 


The Aima e Thalath are of the opinion that it is impermissible for 
one to pray his salah in non Arabic whether he knows Arabic or 
not as the translation of the Quran is regarded to be Tafsir and 
the recitation of a Tafsir is not permissible in Salah. (This will be 
mentioned in with more detail further on). They also say that the 
translation of the Quran will not be regarded to be a Quran as a 
translation of the Quran does not have numerous qualities of the 
Quran. This is why it will be permissible for a haidh and junubi 
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to recite the translation of the Quran. 
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505 Ayal judd J SE J] ais ley Luylall Sebpall $oa5 V - ais aU 35 - GadLbUl Stes 

B28 nay jab bs +4 
SS 21505 WS 58 Sf Aeysahl SGT tig. pall lid fh GAM Sea 55d5 J SI ade 
al éa val jus 250 Silo gcd gl chal $e VU ale g aaa JIS gs 5 alas 
wa dy Guay jsf § dans gil S85 5159 Lasls Als gabe sila ‘pales Jb 45 Kade he 


oe ae 


< 


alll JB) Lisi alg 485 YS 519 poll G95 yell nee ues ee ssl JB Bibs 
G3 aabK YI sis 5 lass Y galls 19]8 (a asa SBA ke i] cosls Se vit ~ 
er Hole 355” yal dans Je Sra is ” JB alas ate abi Ls ol’ by giound 

vis ES A Ga) CS IBD So USE GA) CARY ST Salle 58H Se US 238 Sf 23s abi ¢ (583 
ne daeS 515 Je LBs play g CSO QHIS aalie aban5s Calas 353 aN3 ds lill 


Lamally punnill jlge Je als elig ale ab Js G5 


To conclude, the Ahnaf are of the opinion that if one does not 
know Arabic, he may resort to recitation in 


dw sll 
in Salah, whereas the Aima e Thalath are of that it is imper- 
missible for a person; whether he knows Arabic or not, to pray 


salah in 


dual 
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Is A TRANSLATION OF A QURAN, A QURAN? 


The next thing that must be clarified is the position of the Ul- 
ama and Fugqaha on whether the translation of the Quran can 
be called a ‘Quran’ or whether it must be called a ‘translation of 


the Quran or a “Tafsir. 


LAI] ALS GY cme Ertoral jgeu 43 dremel deb oS oJ GLA! dl ASU 62 
Sled pamall; STB CaS ol Lalg :Squtll lB .cHpBy als GLAU Laud GgSy Ay yell sey 
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ASU sas dane Igo sl ol Gad Lill uals 
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From the above texts, we deduce that the Aima e Thalath are 

of the opinion that the Quran will only referred to as a Quran 
when it is in its Arabic form. If it is in any other language, it will 
be considered to be a Tafsir of the Quran. 
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However, according to the Ahnaf, there are two aspects of the 
Quran; the nazm (actual text) and the ma‘na (the meaning). 
The ma‘na of the Quran will be considered to be Quran regard- 
less of what language it may be translated in because the mean- 
ing of the Quran remains the same when translated. Whereas 
the nazm will only be called ‘Quran when it is in Arabic. 


According to the Aima e thalath; Imam Shafi, Ahmad and 
Malik radhiallahu anhum, a translation of the Quran is not a 
Quran because the translation doesn’t have the qualities of the 
actual Quran; for example: subjugating other texts. 


ABA) Byerm0 SLB GMs { Quo Gye lal fs led dlgd9 { Lyye US Fs Sled al Us : Wy 
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The Ahnaf argue in favour of the mana (translation) being 
Quran. They say that Allah Ta‘ala states in the Quran: “Verily it 
is in the scriptures of those before” 
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It is recorded that the Persians wrote to Salman al Farsi radhi- 
allahu anhu and requested him to write the translation of Surah 
al Fatihah for them. When he wrote it, they recited stirah al 
Fatiha in Farsi in Salah until their tongues adapted to the Arabic 
language. 


The fact that the Persians recited in Farsi clearly demonstrates 
that ma‘na is regarded as Quran. 


The Ahnaf also cite the following verse in support of mana 
being Quran: 


dew ° 23 a +? oj ytt 4 
1989 oul] bao sds ibvall es Rvs ol 


“Verily this is in the previous scriptures; the scriptures of Masa 
and Ibrahim’ (87:18/19) 


The Ahnaf deduce from this verse that the same contents of the 
Quran were mentioned it these scriptures albeit in a different 
language. Even though they were in a different language, Allah 
Ta ‘ala still states that “Verily THIS (Quran) was in the previous 
scriptures...” From this it is clear that a translation of the Quran 
is regarded as Quran min wajhil mana (Quran in the sense of the 
meaning). 


To conclude, the Aima e Thalath are of the opinion that the trans- 
lation of the Quran will be regarded as a Tafsir of the Quran and 
that is why it will be permissible to touch it without wudhu and 
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it will be impermissible for to use it in salah, whereas the Ahnaf 
are of the opinion that the translation of the Quran is ‘Quran min 
wajhil manaa which is why one must have wudhu to touch the 
translation of the Quran. 
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CHRISTMAS AND THE ECONOMIC BOOM 


Various festive seasons; Eid for Muslims, Diwali for Hindus, 
Christmas for Christians are celebrated according to one’s be- 
liefs. A common cause in all festivities is shopping in order to 
celebrate. Just as Muslims shop at non-Muslim outlets to fulfil 
their general and specific needs during Eid, during Christmas, 
Christians will also frequent Muslim owned shops to fulfil their 
general and specific needs. 


A festive season comes with an economic boom. According to 
statistics, 18% of the annual revenue is attained in the festive pe- 
riod. Therefore the Christmas season presents an opportunity 
to earn extra income. 


As human beings, we are intimately affected with means and un- 
fortunately we begin to think that the means that provide for us 
is the providerwhereas it is not. As Muslims our Aqidah is that 
Allah is the Provider; the festive season is merely a means. Be 
conscious of this belief at all times. With this correct belief if we 
earn extra, that will lead us to make shukr. If adverse conditions 
come, we make sabr. If one believes that the means is providing 
and one did not do well in business, that will lead to grief and 


agony. 


The Darul Iftaa makes dua that Allah Taala grant all our busi- 
nessmen lots of barakah and blessings during this festive eco- 
nomic season. Ameen. 


Further advises tomorrow and the entire week on what to do in 
one’s business during this festive economic season. 
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CHRISTMAS AND THE ECONOMIC BOOM DAY 2 


Today's advice 

We are living in a world of means. Working hard and exerting 
oneself is a means of extra income. During this festive economic 
season, commence business early in the morning. The Prophet 
salallahu alaihi wasallam said, 


“Uy gS é ae Ib eal” 


“O Allah, bless my ummah in their early hours of the day.’ 
(Sunan Tirmidhi hadith no.1212) 


The early hours are submerged in blessings. It will be noticed 
that the amount of work carried out in this time is more in com- 
parison to any other time of the day. 


Whenever the Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam exported or im- 
ported goods, he would send the caravan in the morning. The 
sahabah state that these caravans would return with a high profit 
margin. (Sunan Tirmidhi) 


The Darul Iftaa makes dua that Allah Taala grant all our busi- 
nessmen lots of barakah and blessings during this festive eco- 
nomic season. Ameen. 


Further advises tomorrow and the entire week on what to do in 
one’s business during this festive economic season. 


277 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


CHRISTMAS AND THE ECONOMIC BOOM: Day 3 


Today's advice 

In the festive period of Christmas, majority of the shoppers are 
Christians. They are out looking for bargains and sales in order 
to buy gifts for their loved ones. 


A Muslim should hunt for opportunities to convey the message 
of Islam. This Christmas shopping spree presents Muslim busi- 
nessmen a golden opportunity to manifest the true nature and 
spirit of Islam. We need to adopt a gentle and courteous dispo- 
sition in these days all the more. Whoever enters our stores, 
they come seeking the dunya. Let it be that when they exit your 
shop, they are impressed with the sublime character of Islam and 
Muslims. Do not confront any Christian regarding beliefs around 
Christianity. This is not the time. Any discussion against Chris- 
tianity at this time will be counter-productive. Rather, impress 
them with your akhlaaq. 

Allah Taala says, 


(521:Jowl) ,a51 Go al siloles tis abe gall aadodl oll5 Und J] e5! 


Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruc- 
tion, and argue with them in a way that is best. 

The Darul Iftaa makes dua that Allah Taala grant all our busi- 
nessmen lots of barakah and blessings during this festive eco- 
nomic season. Ameen. 
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CHRISTMAS AND THE ECONOMIC BOOM: Day 4 


Today’s advice 

Before proceeding to do business, perform two rakats salaatul 
haajah and ask Allah to put barakah in your business and protect 
you against losses. 


Also, be mindful of performing your fardh salaah on time. Miss- 
ing your fardh salaah deprives one of barakah in business. 

The Darul Iftaa makes dua that Allah Taala grant all our busi- 
nessmen lots of barakah and blessings during this festive eco- 
nomic season. Ameen. 


CHRISTMAS AND THE ECONOMIC BOOM: Day 5 


Today’s advice 

The Prophet sallahu alaihi wasallam said, 

“Verily these shopping centres are blemished with vain talk and 
lies, so offset it's evils by way of sadagah.” 

(Sunan Nasai Hadith no.3799) 


The act of giving in charity is a display of gratitude for what Allah 
has given us. Sadagah averts the wrath of Allah. It attracts fa- 
vourable economic conditions. It contributes to the wholesome- 
ness of business. Give some sadaqah regularly, especially in this 
busy period in order to witness purity and barakah in wealth. 
The Darul Iftaa makes dua that Allah Taala grant all our busi- 
nessmen lots of barakah and blessings during this festive eco- 
nomic season. Ameen. 
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RESPONSE TO ARTICLE IN HUFFINGTON Post, WHAT’S UP 
WITH MUSLIMS AND DOGS. 


An article appeared in the Huffington Post “What’s up with Mus- 
lims and dogs’ written by Ingrid Mattson. She attempts to prove 
that prohibition of dogs is a cultural issue and has nothing to do 
with Deen. Ingrid Mattsons profile states that she is a professor 
of Islamic studies. Below is the article from Hufhngton Post. 
We had many requests to respond to the article. 


Advocate Mufti Emran Vawda has adequately responded to the 
article rebutting her erroneous claims and expounding the reality 
of dogs from the Shariah perspective with academic references. 
It is very unfortunate that today the claim as professor of Islam- 
ic studies has become a title without any merit. This becomes 
very clear from the texts cited by Advocate Mufti Emran Vawda. 
Anyone having little knowledge of Ahaadith would have known 
these Ahaadith referred to in the response. The article makes an 
enjoyable academic read. 

Mufti Ebrahim Desai 


Wuat’s Up W1TH MUSLIMS AND Docs? 
By INGRID MATTSON 


I'm not a big follower of reality television, but was happy to hear 
about TLC’s new reality show “All-American Muslim.” We know 
that personal contact is the best way to break down stereotypes, 
but with Muslims less than 2% of the U.S. population, many 
Americans will never get to know a Muslim. Meeting us through 
reality television might not be ideal, but it’s better than nothing. 
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After watching “All-American Muslim” for a few weeks, I now 
believe that the show is good for our community beyond the way 
it might lessen prejudice against Muslims. The additional benefit 
is that the show has engaged our community in discussing some 
of the many challenges we face making distinctions between crit- 
ical religious values and flexible cultural practices. In the fourth 
episode, the issue of Muslims having dogs in the home came up, 
and this is worth further discussion. 


In this episode, newlywed Arab-American Shadia tells Jeff, her 
Irish-American convert husband, that she does not want his dog 
to move with them to their new home. Shadia has allergies, and 
her asthma is exacerbated by the dog’s hair. This is an under- 
standable and common dilemma. But Shadia bolsters her posi- 
tion with statements about the impermissibility for a Muslim to 
have dogs in the home. Her father will not pray in the house if 
the dog is there, she says, because dog hair is impure and a prayer 
space needs to be pure. Later, Shadia backs off from the religious 
argument, admitting that the main reason she doesn't want a dog 
in the house is “I wasnt raised with dogs; I’m not used to them.” 
I appreciated this moment of honesty. 


The use of a religious norm as a trump card in an argument we 
want to win is a temptation we all face. 


So what is the Islamic position about dogs? In fact, there are a 
variety of opinions according to different legal schools. The ma- 
jority consider the saliva of dogs to be impure, while the Mali- 
ki school makes a distinction between domestic and wild dogs, 
only considering the saliva of the latter to be impure. The ques- 
tion for Muslims observant of other schools of law is, what are 
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the implications of such an impurity? 


These Muslims should remember that there are many other 
impurities present in our homes, mostly in the form of human 
waste, blood, and other bodily fluids. It is fairly common for such 
impurities to come in contact with our clothes, and we simply 
wash them off or change our clothes for prayer. When you have 
children at home, it sometimes seems you can never get away 
from human waste. But we manage it, often by designating a spe- 
cial space and clothing kept clean for prayer. 


Some Muslims object to having a dog in the home because of a 
prophetic report that angels do not enter a home with dogs in 
it. Ifa Muslim accepts this report as authentic, it still requires 
an analysis of context to determine its meaning and legal appli- 
cation. Ordinary people are not recipients of divine revelation 
through angelic messengers, so it is possible that this statement, 
although in general form, might suggest a rule for the Prophet's 
home, not all homes. This interpretation is strengthened by the 
fact the Quran states that angels are always present, protecting us 
and recording our good and bad actions. 


Whatever the implications of this report, there is no doubt that 
the Qur'an is positive about dogs. The Quran allows the use 
of hunting dogs, which is one of the reasons the Maliki school 
makes a distinction between domestic and wild dogs - since we 
can eat game that has been ina retriever’s mouth. But most com- 
pelling is the Quranic description of a dog who kept company 
with righteous youths escaping religious persecution. The party 
finds shelter in a cave where God places them ina deep sleep; the 
Qur'an (18:18) says: 
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You would have thought them awake, but they were asleep And 
[God] turned them on their right sides then on their left sides 
And their dog stretched his forelegs across the threshold 

This tender description of the dog guarding the cave makes it 
clear that the animal is good company for believers. Legal schol- 
ars might argue about the proper location of the dog - that he 
should stay on the threshold of the home, not inside - but home 
designs vary across cultures. In warm climates, an outdoor court- 
yard is a perfectly humane place for a dog - its physical and social 
needs can be met in the yard. This is not the case in cold climates, 
where people stay indoors most of the day for months at a time. 
Extreme concern about the uncleanliness of dogs likely arose 
historically as Islam became more of an urban phenomenon. In 
medieval cities, as in modern cities in underdeveloped countries, 
crowding of people and animals leads to the rapid spread of dis- 
ease and animal control is not a priority. A few run-ins with an 
aggressive or diseased animal can result in excessive caution, fear 
and negativity. 


I have long felt badly that many Muslims fear dogs as a result of 
negative experiences and that they resort to confused religious 
reasoning to shun them. It is one of the reasons why I try to in- 
troduce my students and friends to my very sweet, very large dog 


Ziggy. 


Ziggy came into our home to be like the dog in the cave: to keep 
company to my child who lies in exile from the world because of 
a debilitating illness. He has been nothing but a blessing - guard- 
ing the house while we sleep, forcing me to exercise daily, and 
showing us, as he happily follows our tiny cat around the yard, 
that if cats and dogs can get along so well, then we people have 
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no excuse, 


There is another reason why I love having my dog around. Zig- 
gy came from Tennessee. He was rescued by an animal control 
officer who uses her own resources to save dogs who would oth- 
erwise be destroyed in a few days. Tina saves as many dogs as 
she can by bringing them home and putting them up for adop- 
tion on the internet. When I called Tina to speak about adopting 
Ziggy, she had 65 dogs she had rescued out in her yard. After 
being disheartened by some terrible things that have come out of 
Tennessee lately - mosque burnings and anti-Shari ‘ah legislation 
among them - I love looking at Ziggy and thinking about the 
woman with the thick southern accent and big heart who saved 
his life. 


MUSLIMS AND DOGs: Is IT REALLY JUST A CULTURAL THING? 
Post By: (MUEFTI) EMRAAN VAWDA 


A boil that erupts on the foot does not necessarily mean that one 
has to rush of to the podiatrist. It could be indicative of a serious 
imbalance in the blood, which is likely to affect the whole body. 
When I received a copy of an article entitled “What's Up With 
Muslims and Dogs?” by Ingrid Mattson, I could not help dis- 
cern the underlying hidden malady that incidentally manifested 
itself through the topic of Muslims keeping dogs in the home. 
The brief column is a good example of the common ailment of 
apologetics coupled with pseudo-scholastics. 


The unique feature of traditional Islamic learning is the continu- 


284 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


ous chain of authorization. A genuine Islamic scholar is tutored 
for a considerable period under the feet of a master until such 
time that he/she receives Ijaazah (authorization). The teach- 
er himself or herself must have been similarly authorized. The 
uninterrupted and verifiable chain of reliable transmitters even- 
tually links up directly with the Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu 
alayhi wa sallam). It is this unparalleled feature that sets tradi- 
tional Ulama apart from self styled scholars of Islam. Therefore 
the following maxim has been repeatedly echoed over the past 
fourteen centuries: 


Had there been no safeguard such as continuous transmission, 
anyone could have said anything they wished. 


The column is a stark example of personal confusion passed off 
as Islamic academics, supposedly representing the correct posi- 
tion of the religious texts. 

The writer attempts to transpose the prohibition of keeping dogs 
in the home from the religious source to a social misunderstand- 
ing. It is after all, she argues, just a cultural thing, and has been 
ignorantly attributed to the Islamic religious texts. In an attempt 
to urge the reader to “back off from the religious argument’, she 
endeavours to re-interpret the texts. Herein lies the fundamental 
flaw of her reasoning. No matter how one interprets the religious 
texts, it is nonetheless an interpretation of religion, which cannot 
be relabelled as culture. It remains religious, whether or not we 
agree with such an interpretation. 


In order to bolster her theory, she raises the question of the status 
of dog's saliva. However, the topic under question was whether 
the prohibition of keeping dogs in the home is based on Islam or 
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culture. The impurity or otherwise of dog’s saliva is merely one 
factor that could influence the real question. There are other rea- 
sons why Islam has prohibited the keeping of dogs in the home, 
as will be elucidated below. Zooming in on the matter to saliva 
conveniently obscures the topic’s broader religious angle. 


The writer narrows the topic to the dog’s saliva. What she does not 
tell us is that there are different views within the Maliki school, 
one being that the saliva is impure. Even if we accept the view 
within the Maliki school that the saliva is not impure, how do we 
explain the fact that according to all the Ulama (scholars) within 
the Maliki school the keeping of dogs as pets is reprehensible. 
According to the majority of schools, all the dog’s body fluids, 
including sweat, are impure. Two of the four juristic schools view 
the hair that falls of the dog as impure as well. Muslims’ concern 
about the purity of their body, clothes and immediate environ- 
ment can hardly be termed as something cultural. It is precisely a 
religious issue. This belies the writer's vociferation that Muslims 
need to back off from the religious argument. 


Very strangely, the impurity issue is sort to be downplayed by 
the ridiculous proposition that those with children at home have 
impurity all over the place, and they still manage to live with it. I 
don't know whether this is a cultural thing or not. Maybe in the 
‘All American Muslim’ culture homes with children have impu- 
rities spread all over the place. Where I come from, certainly this 
is the furthest from the truth. The same goes for the majority of 
Muslims in the world. Yes, with young children there is the occa- 
sional mishap which is attended to. Otherwise, the purity within 
the Muslim is always maintained. 

The writer is then compelled to address the reality that the issue 
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of keeping dogs within the home transcends beyond the issue of 
impurity. It has a spiritual dimension. The Messenger of Allah 
(Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) has said: 


Whoever keeps a dog; other than the dog for guarding the crops, 
hunting, or guarding the livestock; looses one Qiraat of reward 


every day. (Bukhari and Muslim) 


In another Hadith (Prophetic saying) Qiraat is described as the 
reward equivalent to Mount Uhud, a huge mountain outside of 
Madinah Munawwarah. 


Yet another Hadith states: 


The angels do not enter the home wherein there are pictures or 
dogs. 


In an attempt to diminish the significance of the Hadith, the 
writer begins with “Ifa Muslim accepts this report as authen- 
tic... She suggests that it is a question of personal preference 
for Muslims to choose certain reports and reject others. In fact 
the very thread and theme of her article is premised on the ap- 
proach that she first has her ad hominem view on dogs, and then 
goes cherry picking to the religious texts to suit her own personal 
conclusions. Anything that comes in the way is re-interpreted 
or explained away to suit her objectives. This narration appears 
in the following books of Hadith compilation: Bukhari, Muslim, 
Thirmithi, Abu Dawood, Nasai, Ibn Majah, Ibn Hibban, Baihagi, 
Haakim, Tabrani, Ahmad, etc. It has been accepted as authentic 
by the authorities in the field of Hadith, and therefore there is no 
“if” that applies here. 
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The ludicrousness intensifies when the writer suggests that since 
we cannot receive revelation, this Hadith does not apply to us. 
The following quotation from Allamah Dimyari succinctly ad- 
dresses this point. 


The angels that do not enter the homes that have a dog or picture 
within them are those angels that distribute mercies and bless- 
ings; and who seek forgiveness on behalf of the Muslims. As far 
as the recording angels and those instructed to remove the souls 
at the time of death, they enter all homes. The recording angels 
do not leave a person under any condition, since they are ordered 
to write down and preserve all a persons actions. (Hayaatul Hay- 
awaan al Kubra) 


Some angels are also deputed to inspire good thoughts into the 
hearts of Muslims. 


If the only function of angels was to convey revelation, then the 
Hadith would be, in the estimation of the writer, absurd. It would 
imply that the Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) 
is discouraging his followers from the impossible, which is non- 
sensical. It is preferred that we dismiss the writer as non compos 
mentis than rather even remotely attributing absurdity to the 
Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam). 


The writer then resorts to the oldest trick used by modernists, the 
fallacious not-found-in-the-Qur'aan argument. She postulates 
that since there is no negative mention of dogs in the Qur'aan, 
therefore it is not a religious issue but a cultural one. Like one 
cannot expect the Constitution of a State to include every law 
and rule, similarly the Qur'aan does not contain every fine detail. 
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It lays out the principles. In numerous verses we are instructed to 
follow the Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam), and 
that is our second source of the detailed laws. 


If we had to follow the not-found-in-the-Qur'aan argument, we 
would not be able to carry out our most basic religious duties. 
Where in the Qur'aan does it say that we have to perform the 
midday prayer, at what time, and how many rakaat (units of 
prayer)? The Qur'aan does not tell us how much Zakaat (compul- 
sory charity) should be discharged. The list can go on infinitely. 
What the Qur'aan instructs us to do is to follow the Messenger of 
Allah (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam). For Muslims, therein is our 
guidance, and it is here that we locate our attitude towards keep- 
ing dogs in the home, not in our culture. 

The writer then resorts to utter drivel in order to dramatise her 
cultural thing hypothesis. She says: 


Extreme concern about the uncleanliness of dogs likely arose 
historically as Islam became more of an urban phenomenon. In 
medieval cities, as in modern cities in underdeveloped countries, 
crowding of people and animals leads to the rapid spread of dis- 
ease and animal control is not a priority. A few run-ins with an 
aggressive or diseased animal can result in excessive caution, fear 
and negativity. 


I have long felt badly that many Muslims fear dogs as a result of 
negative experiences and that they resort to confused religious 
reasoning to shun them. 


After acknowledging that there are Prophetic reports on the top- 
ic, she still wishes to locate the source in culture and not religion. 
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As Muslim communities urbanised, they had a few run-ins with 
dogs, which resulted in fear and negativity. This then germinated 
into “confused religious reasoning”. The poor lady is the one who 
is really confused. 


She accepts that there are valid concerns around the purity relat- 

ed to dogs. Muslims are overtly concerned about issues of purity 
as it is a prerequisite of prayer. She then shifts the entire scenario 
and implies that it was solely a case of human experience. As if, 
so to say, there was no religious position on dogs. There existed 
a pure vacuum. In this vacuum, Muslims of the past had some 
negative experiences with dogs. The poor souls were in search for 
some basis on which to shun dogs. They therefore invented a re- 
ligious dimension in order to give some force to their own nega- 
tive human experiences. In other words, the religious dimension 
is a fabrication of the mind, it is a myth and an invention to pac- 
ify human fears. The implication is that the Prophetic reports are 
something invented by Muslims to give credence to their inner 
negativity. Concerns around purity are fictions introduced by the 
jurists. They do not really exist. Those who attribute a religious 
dimension to the topic do so since they are confused. 


The absurdity of her hypothesis is self manifest and does not re- 
quire an in-depth analysis. 


As alluded to above, the discussion goes deeper than the mere 
issue of dogs. The ruptures generated by this type of article pen- 
etrate far beyond the surface, and have the potential of damag- 
ing a Muslim’s faith. Those brought up in Muslim homes have 
learnt Islam through observation. Islamic norms and practices 
were imbibed through experiencing practical Islam. A relative- 
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ly small fraction of Islamic awareness is attributable to formal 
Islamic education. Such Muslim have accepted and placed faith 
in the generally accepted norms and practices of the religious 
communities in which they were brought up. The overwhelming 
majority of Muslims would have learnt through experience that 
Muslims do not, for religious reasons, keep dogs at home. They 
had hitherto absolute confidence in the general attitude of their 
religious communities. 


Somebody now comes along and claims that the entire Muslim 
communities were wrong, were all relying on “confused religious 
reasoning” and were in error in giving it a religious connotation. 
In reality it was a cultural thing. Muslims were for over a millen- 
nium confused and without guidance. In this enlightened age we 
are able to trace the real source of their attitudes. It is only now in 
the 15th Hijri century that we are truly guided and realised the 
colossal error. With a few more debates of this nature on relative- 
ly minor issues, the confidence this Muslim has in his experience 
of Islam through observation is shattered. His whole community 
has been proven wrong, and his entire Islamic experience has 
now been rendered spurious. The issue may be minor - the keep- 
ing of dogs - but the implications are catastrophic. 


My entire Muslim community, including the learned, were igno- 
rant and mislead. We had all along taken such norms and prac- 
tices for granted. From now on, nothing can be taken for grant- 
ed. Everything is up for debate, even the most accepted of norms. 
We need to rethink the whole of Islam as we know it. 


It is this shattering of confidence and faith that is the most de- 
structive consequence of this exercise aimed at reinventing Islam. 
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This is not to say that all communal experience must be taken 
to correctly represent Islam. There are certain cultural practices 
that have been confused with Islam. However, in this discussion 
we are dealing with a norm that is universal. Wherever one goes 
one would experience practicing Muslims abstaining from keep- 
ing dogs in the home. The writer now wishes to reverse a four- 
teen century old position in order to suit her whims. 


It is a reality that some Muslims drink liquor, commit adultery, 
sodomise or abandon the compulsory prayers. As long as they 
accept these misdeeds to be their own personal weakness, there 
is hope of repentance and reformation. Salvation is dependent on 
acknowledgement of our weaknesses. To some degree or the oth- 
er we all sin. What is frightening is the recent trend of justifying 
our sins and weaknesses. Islam is being re-interpreted to suit our 
own fancies. Guilt is pacified by the re-invention of Islam. Herein 
lies our self destruction. May Allah Taala save one and all. 


WHAT DO I! DO ABOUT MY SICKNESS? 


QO; Can you please send me a wazifah or zikr to get rid of my 


kidney infection. 


Since a few days, I have pain in my back. I have shown it to many 
doctors but the treatment is slow. Can you please give me any 
suggestion on what I should do. 


: We make dua to Allah Ta‘ala that He grant you complete 
cure. Amin. 
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Allah Ta’ala created the human race physically weak. Allah Taala 


says in the Glorious Quran: 


“And man has been created weak” 

(Quran 4:28) 

Amongst the signs of man’s weakness is his susceptibility to sick- 
ness. There are many trivial factors rotating around our life that 
cause us to become sick. Sometimes a slight change in the weath- 
er pattern causes us to remain bedridden for days. At times, the 
food we consume disrupts our digestive system, resulting in un- 
bearable pain. 


It is through the wisdom of Allah Taala that we are afflicted with 
sickness. Allah Taala wants us to realize and understand our 
helplessness and our dependency on Him. When our sight is 
directed towards the grandeur of Almighty Allah and towards 
our own feebleness, we attain the Marifah and recognition of Al- 
mighty Allah, which is a necessary ingredient for true success. 
Hence, our illnesses are signs that Allah Taala intends good for 
us. 


Nabi Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam has stated: 

“When Allah intends good for someone then He afflicts him.” 
(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 5645, 

Dar Taug An-Najah) 


Furthermore, sickness is a means of clearing ones slate in the 
court of Almighty Allah. Man is prone to sin. Hence, Allah Taala 
through His Mercy has organized a natural purifier for the dirt 


accumulated by committing sins. 
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Nabi Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam has said: 

“Allah Taala forgives a Muslim in lieu of every calamity that af- 
flicts him even though he is pricked by a thorn” 

(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 5640: Dar Taug An-Najah) 


Therefore we come to understand that every aspect of a believer's 
life is fruitful, whether he is the target of Allah’s bounties or he is 
afflicted by pain and sickness. 


Nabi Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam has stated: 


“How strange is the condition of a believer. All of his affairs are 
fruitful. And this state is only for a believer. If he is put ina good 
situation he is grateful and this is good for him. And if he is trou- 
bled, then he is patient, and that is good for him.” 

(Muslim, Hadith No. 2999: 

Dar Ihya At-Turath Al- Arabi) 


Furthermore, when an individual becomes sick, the most vital 
point of focus is that the belief in the heart remains correct. The 
attention should be directed towards Allah Taala that He is the 
only one who can cure. 


The statement of Ibrahim Alaihissalam when inviting his father 
towards Allah Taala is a sufficing advise for us. In the Quran it 
is stated: 


(08 45] jeljettJ] Sq) ‘pases 998 Cud,o Idlg 
When I become sick, Allah is the One who cures me. 
(Quran 26:80) 
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With regards to a wazifah, make it a habit of reciting the Dua that 
was recited by Sayiduna Ayub Alaihissalam when he was afflicted 
with sickness. 


The Dua is mentioned in the Glorious Quran: 


(38 44] sels Sygu nor ll el ailg pall haw Jl 5) 


O my sustainer, pain has afflicted me and You are the most mer- 
ciful. (Quran 21:83) 


Rabbe anni massani adh-dhurru wa anta arhamur rahmin 
Furthermore, it was the noble practice of Nabi Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wa Sallam that whenever he would experience pain, he would 
recite Surah Al-Falaq and Surah An-Nas, blow on his hands and 
rub over his body. Insha Allah, through the adherence of this 
Sunnah, Allah will give you relief and cure. 


Along with these wazifas, continue to consult an expert physi- 
cian and adhere to his advice. 
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THE VISIT OF HADHRAT MAULANA IBRAHIM PANDOR SAHIB 
(DAAMAT BARAKATUHUM) 


Alhamdulillah, the Darul Iftaa was blessed with the visit of 
Hadhrat Maulana Ibrahim Pandor Sahib (daamat barakatuhum) 
on Monday 26th December 2011. Hadhrat was accompanied 
with his associates. Hadhrat is the from amongst the most sen- 
ior khulafaa (successors) of Hadhrat Mufti Mahmood al-Hasan 
Gangohi rahimahullah. Hadhrat Maulana (daamat barakatu- 
hum) is from the awliyaa of Allah. He was in the service of 
Hadhrat Mufti Mahmood al-Hasan Gangohi rahimahullah for 
over 20 years. He is a master is the science of tazkiyyah. Hadhrat 
Maulana’s visit at the Darul Iftaa was unexpected but was very 
fruitful and productive. 


A question had come on the Dar al-mahmood website asking 
whether tasawwuf is a bid’ah or not. (Dar al-Mahmood is a web- 
site which fields questions and answers on sulook and tazkiyah). 
Hadhrat Mufti Ebrahim Desai Sahib (Daamat barakaatuhum) 
had answered the question. He then read aloud the answer in 
the presence of Hadhrat for Hadhrat to do islaah (rectify) of the 
answer and to seek the barakah from Hadhrat Maulana Ibrahim 
Sahib. This was also the practice in the majlis of Hadhrat Mufti 
Mahmood al-Hasan Gangohi rahimahullah. 


His students would come and read their answers on tazkiyyah re- 
lated issues for correction. Hadhrat Mufti Ebrahim Desai Sahib 
(daamat barakatuhum) emulating the practice of these illustri- 
ous personalities, read his answer unto Hadhrat Maulana Ibra- 
him Sahib (daamat barakatuhum). The answer is as follows: 
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The thought that tasawwuf is bidah could be due to several rea- 
sons. It is possible that some people conduct certain practic- 
es against shariah in the name of tasawwuf that are obviously 
wrong. If your father believes that tasawwuf is bidah due to this 
reason, then he is correct. 


The reality of tasawwuf is Tazkiyya (purification) of one’s naf’s. 
We are created from sand, water, fire and air. Each one of these 
elements reflects a certain character in a person. 

Anger is the reflection of fire in a person. Humbleness is the re- 
flection of the sand in person. Water reflex’s itself through a per- 
sons intelligence. Arrogance is the outcome of the air in person. 
In tazkiyya, the focus is to bring a balance in all natural instincts. 
The purpose is not to eliminate the natural instincts. 


Anger and pride are natural. Arrogance and humbleness are also 
natural instincts. In tazkiyya, the focus is on controlling the nat- 
ural instincts and avoiding every instinct form exceeding mod- 
eration. 


Excessive anger is bad. To be humble is praiseworthy. However 
at times it is inappropriate. All other evils of the nafs flow from 
these evils. 


Tazkiyya of the nafs is one of the missions of Rasulullah (s.a.w). 
Allah says, 


Vie Se Bee Fe ney aa atese 0 bese yet eo fe Fa 090 FF ge oe whe 6 gee 18 U8 
Is G9 daSodlg CES 6galess Ga SHS LT Ggalé of pale Vots GUAM! § Cm} Gill 5% 
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“It is He who has sent among the unlettered a Messenger from 
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themselves reciting to them His verses and purifying them and 
teaching them the Book and wisdom - although they were before 
in clear error.” 


When a person does not concentrate in rectifying his soul, he 
feels uneasy within himself. His family life is in chaos. He has 
marital problems. His children are disobedient to him. His so- 
cial life is a burden for him. To a large extent, if one honestly 
examines himself, he will conclude that he is the problem. 

He did not contain his nafs. His problems are the consequences 
of his nafs. Had he controlled his nafs, the position would be 
different. 


Everyone knows when he is following his nafs. Allah has given 
everyone an ultra sense to determine that. If one examines his 
challenges in life honestly, he will conclude that he brought his 
problems upon himself: 

Allah says: 


Brg) Sgee3) AU Iglat gill AS MEY Wl gall Cas5 te Sally dl g SLAB 566 
(14 eg,Jl 


Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by [reason 
of] what the hands of people have earned so He may let them 
taste part of [the consequence of] what they have done that per- 
haps they will return [to righteousness]. 


If one is able to purify his nafs himself well and good. If one can- 
not do so, he should seek the assistance from a spiritual doctor. 

If one is physically sick, he consults a doctor. Similarly; a spirit- 
ually ill person should also consult a spiritual doctor to cure his 
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spiritual sickness. If one denies this, his condition will worsen. 
A spiritual guide who has undergone spiritual training under 
a sheikh kamil will apply his skills and expertise in curing one 
form his spiritual diseases. 


A spiritual guide adheres to shariah and the Sunnah and all as- 
pects of shariah. When one sits in his company or hear his talks 
or listens to his zikr, he feels spiritual enlightenment in his heart. 
The above is a brief explanation on the philosophy of tasawwuf. 
Mufti Sahib asked Maulana Ibrahim Pandor Sahib (daamat bar- 
akatuhum) to add to the discussion. 


He said: 

Tasawwuf also comprises of fulfilling the rights of others. By ful- 
filling the rights of others, it creates a balance. To be conscious 
of fulfilling the rights is very important. This will impact hus- 
band-wife, employer-employee and seller-purchaser relation- 
ship. 


One person was addicted to drinking alcohol. He would come 
home every night drunk. His wife would take him straight to his 
room and put him to sleep. If anybody came to the house, the 
wife would say the husband is sleeping. She never disclosed his 
fault to anybody. The whole night she would make dua to Al- 
lah that He grants her husband guidance and hidaayah. A time 
came when Haji Padia (a famous worker in the effort of da'wat 
and tabligh) when to his house in gusht and took him. The man 
disclosed his weakness to Haji Padia rahimahullah. Haji Padia 
rahimahullah replied, 


“We will be in the masjid, you cannot do these things there. If 
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you need to go and drink, dont worry, my car is outside in the 
car park, you can go there and fulfil your need nobody will come 
to know.’ 

So this person came the next day to the masjid. He sat in the talk 
and listened attentively. After that his heart just changed. He did 
tawbah and performed his missed salaah, gave his outstanding 
Zakaat and fasts. 


So one means of rectification in marital disputes is for the spouse 
to make dua for the other spouse. Talaaq should never be pro- 
moted. It is the most disliked of acts from the permissible acts. 
Hadhrat Maulana then gave the following advices: 


A student who qualifies from a madrasah has two desires: Iftaa or 
marriage. ‘The paramount thing is nibaah; we know how to fulfil 
each others rights. If we have this, then everything will be ok. 


The community look up at Muftis. If the Muftis’ conducts are 
well, the community will be well. Once Imam Abu Hanifah ra- 
himahullah was once walking in a slippery path, where a little 
was slipping and falling down. Imam Abu Hanifah rahimahul- 
lah went to help her, so the little girl said to him, 

“Do not worry about me. IfI slip, I will get hurt, if you slip the 
whole ummah will slip.” 


Our Hadhrat (Mufti Mahmood al-Hasan rahimahullah) had alot 
of foresight. When somebody would come to ask a question, he 
already knew what was the driving force behind it. He would 
have the answer ever ready. 
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Once a person came to Hadhrat and said he was not comforta- 
ble with the imam’s actions so he stopped performing salaah in 
the masjid. He repeated his question again and again. Hadhrat 
responded, 


“Review your imaan, think which sin has caused you to be dis- 
tanced you from the masjid?” 


This was a summary of what Hadhrat Maulana Ibrahim Pandor 
Sahib (daamat barakatuhum) said. Allah give us the ability to 
practice upon what Hadhrat said. Ameen. 


SUB-LEASING AND GOING AGAINST A LEASE AGREEMENT 


: 1am an Attorney. In South African law the word “usufruct” 
Q,.: a very specific connotation and is used in the law of suc- 
cession to mean “the fruits” from a property or item bequeathed 
to an heir with the “usufructuary” being entitled to such “fruits” 
e.g. rental from a property or the harvest from a farm. “Habitatio 
refers to the right to occupy immovable property of the deceased. 
‘These terms are not used in relation to Landlord and Tenant. A 
tenant is entitled to “occupy” immovable property or to take 
“possession” and “use” of movable items in terms of the relevant 
Lease or Hire Agreement. 


Please elaborate on: 


1. How should a tenant be dealt with in the event of a breach 
of the lease? 

2. Isthe tenant entitled to sublet the premises? 

3. Is the tenant entitled to cede the lease to a 3rd party? 
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: We take note of the legal consideration of the word “usu- 
fruct” and “habitatio” We also observe the redundancy in 
your definition... the fruits from a property... being entitled to 
such fruits. Our use of the word is in the broad literal context. 
See for reference: 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/usufruct 
http://www. businessdictionary.com/definition/usufruct.html 


1. Ifthe lessee contravenes any term of the agreement, the les- 
sor has the right to terminate the lease contract, but no monetary 
penalty may be due on him. 


2. ‘The Tenant is entitled to sub-lease the premises except if the 
Land lord expressly mentions otherwise. 


3. The Tenant is entitled to cede the lease to a 3rd party, buy 
if the leased asset is used differently by different users, the lessee 
cannot sub-lease the leased asset except with the express permis- 
sion of the lessor. If the lessor permits the lessee for subleasing, 
he may sub-lease it. 


NOTE:in point 2 and 3, if the rent claimed from the sub-lesssee 
is equal or less than the rent payable to the owner/original lessor, 
all the recognized schools of Islamic jurisprudence are unani- 
mous on the permissibility of the sub-lease. However, the opin- 
ions are different in case the rent charged from the sub-lessee is 
higher than the rent payable to the owner. Imam Abu Hanifah 
is of the view that the surplus received from the sub-lessee in 
this case is not permissible for the sub-lessor to keep and he will 
have to give the surplus in charity. However, if the sub-lessor has 
developed the leased property by adding something to it or has 
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rented it in a currency different from the currency in which he 
himself pays rent to the owner/the original lessor, he can claim a 
higher rent from his sub-lessee and can enjoy the surplus. 
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GREETING “MERRY CHRISTMAS” 


: Is it permissible for Muslims to greet/wish their christian 
neighbours, colleagues, etc. on Christmas day? e.g “ have a 
good day; enjoy your day” without mentioning Christmas. 


: It is not permissible to greet nor wish ones Christian 

neighbours or colleagues well on Christmas day whether 
one had mentioned the actual festivity, “Happy Christmas” or 
not as it is automatically understood from the context that the 
festivity is of “Happy Christmas’. 
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The Fugahaa (Jurists) have stated that there is a fear of one losing 
his Eemaan if one wishes the adherents of other faiths well in 
their festivities as that is an expression of complacency towards 
Kuft. 


Displaying good character to non- Muslims does not mean one 
should compromise in his Islamic values. 


“Happy New YEAR!” 


Pre- Historic Calendar 

The New Year is one of the oldest festivals of the world, dating 
back to the pre historic era. The New Year History itself forms an 
extensive area of study. The history of New Year has undergone 
a series of changes over the ages to achieve its global form. The 
urge of celebrating New Year as a vibrant festivity emerged at the 
dawn of civilization. 


At present, New Year is celebrated on January 1 and it had been 
an essential part of the cultural and traditional practices of the 
different communities inhabiting the world. The wide spread ac- 
ceptance of January 1 as the New Year is confined only within the 
past four hundred years. Therefore, this is the principal reason 
that the New Year traditions vary from country to country. 


The earliest instance of New Year is found in Mesopotamian cul- 
ture. It was about 2000 BC, when the people of Babylon used to 
observe New Year celebrations on the day of the Vernal Equinox 
that is during the middle of March. It was the Romans, who rec- 
ognized March 1, 153 B.C as New Year Day in their calendar. 
Prior to that March 25, the date of the vernal equinox, was cele- 
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brated as their New Year’s Day. And this was considered to be the 
beginning of New Year by most Christian European countries 
during the early medieval era. 


At that time there were only ten calendar months beginning 
from March. The relevance of this fact can still be seen in the 
names of some months, which were set according to their re- 
spective sequences in the calendar. As in the calendar of the pres- 
ent time, the months from September to December are placed as 
the ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth months respectively, pre- 
viously they were positioned as the seventh, eighth, ninth and 
the tenth months. In Latin, ‘Septem’ means, seven, ‘Octo’ means, 
eight, ‘Novem means, ninth and ‘Decem’ means ten. 


New Year 

The Israeli term for New Year’s night celebrations, “Sylvester,” 
was the name of the “Saint” and the Roman Pope who reigned 
during the Council of Nicaea (325 C.E.). The year before the 
Council of Nicaea convened, Sylvester convinced Constantine to 
prohibit Jews from living in Jerusalem. At the Council of Nica- 
ea, Sylvester arranged for the passage of a host of viciously an- 
ti-Semitic legislation. All Catholic “Saints” are awarded a day on 
which Christians celebrate and pay tribute to that Saint's mem- 
ory. December 31 is Saint Sylvester Day - hence celebrations on 
the night of December 31 are dedicated to Sylvester's memory. 


It was in the Gregorian calendar established by Pope Gregory 
XII that the New Year was firmly positioned on January 1. It was 
readily accepted by the Catholics and then by the Protestants and 
soon became a holiday recognized by the entire world slowly and 


steadily. 
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Advice: 

It is apparent from the history of New Year that it is traced back 
to the beliefs of the pagans and their gods and Christian motiva- 
tions. A muslim is sensitive to his Iman. He is averse to anything 
that is contrary to his Iman. Celebrating New Year of the Grego- 
rian calendar has its roots in shirk and Christianity. It is there- 
fore not permissible for a muslim to celebrate New Year or wish 
others Happy New Year. Furthermore, it is a norm for people to 
celebrate the end of the year and welcome the New Year through 
music, dancing wining etc. It does not behold a muslim to be 
in such an environment especially when celebrating New Year 
has its roots in kufr and shirk. For us as muslims, we are in the 
month of Safar, the second month of the lunar calendar 1433H. 
The 31st of December or the Ist of January is just another day of 
our lives. We should guard and protect ourselves from the influ- 
ences of kufr, shirk and sins. 


http://www.infoplease.com/spot/newyearhistory.html 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/newyear/history.htm 
http://www.123n ewyear.com/history/ 


http://www.goalsguy.com/events/n_facts.html 
SLEEPING PARTNERSHIP 


: land a friend (another Muslim brother) in partnership 
are currentlyconducting business with a person. He can be 
regarded as the franchisor andus the franchisee. 


From the outset he (franchisor) was aware of the fact that! will 
be the so-called sleeping partner in that I would not be running 
thebusiness but would be responsible for the administration 
(payments tosuppliers, banking, etc) thereof, so much so that 
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when huge capital amountswere initially outlaid the ‘franchisor’ 
contacted me for these payments,etc. 


Prior to the opening of this business, when renovations, etc 
wereundertaken, my business partner was liaised with. After 
the commencement ofour business, unfortunately, my business 
partner, according to the’franchisor is not competent to run this 
business. However, I have no doubtin my partner's ability to suc- 
cessfully run this business. A meeting was heldbetween the three 
of us and the ‘franchisor’ rather rudely suggested that ifit means 
that I must run the business then so be it(I must run thebusi- 
ness). 


I explained to him that I am a sleeping partner meaning that 
myduties are the administration (payments to suppliers, bank- 
ing, payments ofwages/ salaries, etc.) of this business. I mean 
each one of us two havedefined roles to play in this business. To 
the extent that I told the'franchisor’ that for payments you must 
contact me but if you have acomplain as far as the successful run- 
ning of the business is concerned,he(‘franchisor’) needs to talk 
to my partner. But I have no problemhim (‘franchisor’) having 
a meeting with both of us(partners) to discuss hisunhappiness 
regarding any component of our business(running of it or thead- 
min part of it). 


Unfortunately he (franchisor) stopped liaising with me butnow 
liaises with my partner, to the extent that he tells my business 
partnerto convey to me what amounts are to be paid and to 
whom it must be paid andby when it must be paid. I dont have a 
problem with him liaising with mypartner for my partners role 
in the business (as explained above - therunning of the business, 
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ordering of stock, stock levels) but I don’t thinkit is correct for 
him to convey messages to me via my partner for my role inthe 
business.I find this very, very unfair. I humbly request Mufti Sa- 
heb toclarify as to what is correct and to advice. 


: A sleeping partner in a Musharakah (joint venture) is he 

who merely makes a capital contribution and expects a 
profit on his capital contribution. He does not take part in any 
aspect of the business, whether it is the running of the business 
or merely doing finance administration. In your case, you are an 
active partner as you are tasked with administrating the finance. 
You are thus an active partner. You are not a sleeping partner. 


The implication of being an active partner is he could take a prof- 
it percentage more than his percentage of capital contribution if 
that was mutually agreed upon. In the case of a sleeping partner, 
the profit percentage cannot exceed the percentage of the capital 
contribution. 


If there was an arrangement that the franchisor was to commu- 
nicate with you regarding payment and he does not keep to that, 
you should address this with your partner and advise him to di- 
rect the franchisor to you. Explain him you will be more com- 
fortable ifthe franchisor communicates with you directly regard- 
ing your responsibilities. 
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FREE THINKING VS CORRECT ANALOGY IN SHARIAH 


: lam deeply concerned with the advice given to fellow 

Muslims about talaaq. A lot of questions state that the hus- 
band said talaaq thrice in anger and the answer given was is that 
the marriage is over. Talaaq is a very sensitive issue and a simple 
yes or no answer is not enough. Many scholars have different 
opinions about this and this should be mentioned to all the 
people who ask talaaq questions and all the Ahadith and Aayaat 
should be mentioned, not just a few that support the student/ 
mufti’s opinion. 


I have researched enough to find out that Allah does not take 
thoughtless oaths seriously and talaaq is also considered an oath. 
Also, everyone gets angry, and when this happens, words and 
reasoning can't be taken seriously as anger makes people insane 
to extreme levels. So talaaq given in anger is a thoughtless and in- 
sane oath. Also, many scholars mentioned a Hadith from Hazrat 
Abu Bakr radhiallahu anhu stating that talaaq given thrice at any 
one time is counted as one talaaq. 


My personal opinion is that ifa person is not sane, then how can 
the talaaq from such a person in that state be taken seriously! I 
feel it is common sense. Allah hates divorce and it cannot be that 
easy to get done. Majority of people say things in anger and if 
everyone took these words seriously, we would not have families 
or a society etc. 


A : We have analyzed your email and understand that you are 
expressing your opinions rather than asking a query. While 
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your concern for the Ummah and sincerity is appreciated, the 
fact of matter is that concern for the Ummah must be addressed 
through the channels of Shariah; Quran, Ahadith, Ijm@ and 


Qiyas. 


Qiyas is the science of analogy which has its defined rules in 
Shariah. It is only when the rules are correctly applied that the 
outcome will be valid. Not all analogies are valid and accepted. 
Before we destruct your analogy of talaq on oaths and anger on 
insanity, we hereby present a brief to you about the rules of anal- 
ogy in Shariah. 


An analogy (qiyas) is conducted to search for a ruling about an 
issue which is not expressly mentioned in the Quran or Ahadith. 
Qiyas (analogical deduction) linguistically means to evaluate 
and examine one thing based on another. In the terminology 
of Usual ul figh, it is applying the ruling of an Asl to a Fara’; the 
Asl refers to a known ruling and the Fara’ refers to an unknown 
ruling. 


In the science of analogy, the illah (effective cause) of the Asl is 
derived and the Fara is analyzed to see if it fits all the character- 
istics of the Asl in order to determine whether the ruling of the 
Asl can be extended to the Fara’ or not. There are many laws that 
govern the science of Qiyas. 


There are four components of Qiyas: 
1. Asl: This is an issue proven from the Quran, Ahadith or 
Ijmaa (consensus). 
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2: Fara: This is a new issue not found in the Quran, Ahadith 
or Ijmaa. 


3: Ilah: The cause of the ruling of the Asl. 


4. Hukm: The ruling given for the Fara’ based on the Asl af- 
ter conducting the Qiyas. 


There are 5 conditions for a Qiyas to be valid. 


1. The Qiyas cannot oppose a nas (express decree) : 
Example: Can a woman travel with a group of women based on 
the analogy that she can travel with a mahram? Just as she is safe 
with a mahram, she is also safe with other women. This analo- 
gy is invalid as the prohibition of a woman travelling without a 
mahram is expressly stated in the Hadith. One therefore cannot 
apply any analogy on a woman travelling without a mahram. 


2; The Qiyas should not change the ruling of anything prov- 


en from the nas: 


Example: There are four body parts that must be washed during 
wudhu; the arms, face, head and feet. This is based on the verse 
of the Holy Quran. Therefore, to analogize wudhu on tayam- 
mum and say that niyyah is also compulsory in wudhu as it is in 
tayammum is incorrect. This is because adding the compulsion 
of niyyah to wudhu will be adding on the nas which is impermis- 
sible. 

3. The Asl should not be contrary to Qiyas (Amre taabbudi/ 
khilafe giyas): 
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Example: If a person laughs aloud in salah, both his salah and 
wudhu will break and he will have to perform wudhu and salah 
again. We can understand the salah breaking, but why does the 
wudhu break? This is ‘contrary to Qiyas’- we cannot understand 
the reasoning behind it; but we accept it as this is the ruling men- 
tioned in the nas. Now, ifsomeone backbites or sings in salah, can 
we analogize these issues on laughing in salah and conclude that 
backbiting and singing breaks one’s wudhu aswell? This analogy 
is incorrect as the ruling of wudhu breaking due to laughing is 
illogical. This cannot serve as an Asl for the other issues. 


4, The illah in the Qiyas should be based on a Shari ruling, 
not a linguistic matter: 

Example: ‘The linguistic meaning of ‘Hajj’ is to travel. To say that 
it is compulsory for a person to do ‘Hajj (go to a certain place 
other than Makkah...) if he has enough money and the means to 
go is incorrect. It is incorrect because in the light of Shariah, only 
the journey to Makkah in the months of Hajj with the intention 
of performing Hajj is called ‘Hajj. All other journeys do not fall 
under Shariah’s definition of Haijj. 

S The ruling of the Fara should not be mentioned in the 
nusus : 

Example: Allah Ta‘ala instructs the believers in the Holy Quran 
not to come close to salah after they have drunk alcohol. For a 
person to use this verse to say that it is permissible to drink al- 
cohol before salah will be incorrect because Allah has prohibited 
alcohol as whole in another place in the Holy Quran. 

Please note that the above five conditions are general conditions. 
Each of the components (Asl, Fara, Hukm and ILlah) all have cer- 
tain requirements and conditions that must be fulfilled. 
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Example of Qiyas 
Hypothetical question posed: What is the ruling for taking co- 
caine? 


After searching through the nusis (Quran and Ahadith), we re- 
alise that there is no explicit ruling regarding cocaine. We now 
need to deduce the ruling of cocaine in Shariah. We analyze some 
of the characteristics of cocaine to determine the closest example 
of it in Shariah. 


Further research into the issue shows us that one of the char- 
acteristics of cocaine is that it intoxicates. This characteristic is 
also found in wine which is proven to be impermissible from the 
nusus. 


So... The jurists take the ruling of wine (impermissibility) and 
apply it to cocaine. 


The above is just a basic example of giyas. You have unfor- 
tunately analogized talaaq with a thoughtless oath and given 
talaaq the same ruling as a thoughtless oath. This analogy is in- 
correct as the analogy violates the first condition of Qiyas; there 
are nusis about talaaq therefore Qiyas cannot be conducted. 


Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam is reported to have said: 


CSE 3e Sang de Gass sb JG glig ails aun Le alll dots I 55358 ul Le 
42S-J19 bulls 


Translation: Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam said: “There 
are three things which, whether undertaken seriously or in jest, 
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are treated as serious: Marriage, divorce and taking back a wife.’ 


We do not understand how you came to the conclusion that ta- 
laaq is a thoughtless oath; because it is not even an oath to start 
off with; it is a statement. Nevertheless, we assume that you are 
referring to yameene laghw ‘thoughtless oath. There are numer- 
ous concerns and problems that emerge from this analogy. 


If talaaq was given the same ruling as a thoughtless oath and re- 
garded as invalid, then we would face the same problem that the 
women faced in the time of Jahiliyyah. A husband could have 
the power issue a divorce whenever he wants to and could then 
revoke it saying that he didn't mean it. 


ae oe 
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Translation: Hazrat Aisha radhiallahu anha narrates that a per- 
son would give his wife however many talaq’s he wished and she 
would still be considered his wife if he took her back into his 
marriage even if he divorced her a hundred times or more. Until 
the extent that one man told his wife “I swear that I will put you 
in such a situation wherein you wont separate from me and | 
wont approach you ever.” She inquired “How do you intend to 
do that?” He said “I will divorce you. Then whenever your iddah 
(waiting period) is close to finishing, I will take you back into my 
marriage and I will constantly keep on doing this. 
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So this woman went to Hazrat Aisha radhiallahu anha and ex- 
plained the situation to her. Hazrat Aisha remained silent until 
Nabi sallallahu alaihi wasallam arrived and she informed him. 
Nabi sallallahu alaihi wasallam also remained silent and did not 
say anything. Then Allah revealed the verse of the Holy Quran 
“Talaq is twice (after which one can take his wife back into his 
marriage). Then either keep your wife in a good manner or re- 
lease her amicably.” 


This was a practice from the time of the days of Jahiliyyah (igno- 
rance) as stated in Tafsir al Tabari. What this effectively means is 
that a husband could have control over his wife for as long as he 
wants. He could just divorce her when he felt like it and stop her 
from marrying anyone else by taking her back into his marriage. 
He would make her life miserable because he would not have 
marital relations with her and he would not let her go. She would 
remain in this ‘hanging’ state as long as he wanted. 


When the Prophet Sallallahu alaihi wasallam was asked about it, 
the above mentioned verse was revealed ordaining that a man 
has a maximum of two chances. If he gives her a third talaq, he 
cannot take her back. This is for the ease and consideration of the 
wife as much as it is for the man. On the other side, regard the 
talaaq to be valid and observe the restraint and cautiousness in 
men when uttering talaaq. This inadvertently gives respect and 
protection to women. 


If talaaq is regarded as a thoughtless oath, a husband will keep 
on issuing divorces and he will not be sanctioned with the loss of 
his wife. On the other hand, the wife will be forced to live a life of 
suspense; she will be a wife in theory but in reality she is neither 
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here nor there. This is the absurd conclusion that would emerge 
if we accepted your erroneous analogy of talaaq on a thoughtless 
oath. 


Another problem with giving talaaq the same ruling as a thought- 
less oath is that a thoughtless oath has nothing to do with anoth- 
er person. It is limited to oneself; whereas the laws and rulings of 
talaaq are extended to another person; a man’s wife. 


An additional aspect that you have overlooked is that a ‘thought- 
less’ oath is only one type of oath. There are two other oaths that 
a person WILL be held responsible for; yameene ghamoos and 
yameene munagqidah. However, this is not the time to delve into 
this because the analogy of talaaq on a thoughtless oath is flawed 
and erroneous from the beginning. 


You have also made Qiyas of anger on insanity. From the prin- 
ciple, theoretical and academic angle, your analogy of anger on 
insanity is incorrect. This is because the fundamental requisite 
for extending a ruling from the Asl to the Fara’ is that the Asl and 
Fara must share a common cause (illah muttahidah); which is 
non-existent in this scenario rendering the Qiyas incorrect from 
the outset. Furthermore, there are a number of inconsistencies 
with this analogy. Being in the state of anger doesn't justify an 
act. 


For example, if a person shoots and kills someone out of anger, 
he cannot justify his murder by saying “I did it because I was 
angry, if I was in the right state of mind I wouldn't have pulled 
the trigger.’ The same applies for what we say with our tongues. 
Just because we are angry at the moment of uttering something 
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doesnt mean the ruling won't be applied. 


Insanity is when a person is mentally unstable to such an ex- 
tent that he cannot distinguish or differ between fantasy and re- 
ality, between right and wrong, between good and bad. It is the 
result of a person being mentally deficient. Anger, on the oth- 
er hand is caused by destructiveness, grandiosity, selfishness, 
vengeance, hurtfulness, and unjust blaming. In a marriage, it is 
when a spouse expresses dispassion, evasiveness and ineffectual- 
ness along with the previously mentioned things. It is when one 
doesnt have his priorities in the right order and acts impulsively 
knowing the consequences but deciding to overlook them to ex- 
press ones feelings. 

Aisha radhiallahu anha narrates that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wasallam said: 
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Translation: “The pen has been lifted from three persons; from a 
sleeping person until he awakes, from a young immature person 
until he grows up and from an insane person until he regains 
his sanity.” 


The reason (illah) as to why these three people are not held ac- 
countable for what they do or say is because they have no con- 
trol over what they do or say. They cannot differentiate between 
right and wrong, between harmful and safe. The same cannot 
be said for an angry person. An angry person generally has full 
control over what he does or says; the only issue is that his an- 
ger might cause him to make rash decisions. 
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The point being made is that there is a fundamental difference 
between insanity and anger. They are not the same thing and one 
cannot be used interchangeably. Inevitably, the amount of anger 
one has differs from person to person, but Allah has given every 
sane person the ability to control their anger, or better still to 
control what they do and say when they are angry. All anger is 
either justified or unjustified; however one alone bears the sole 
responsibility of how it is expressed regardless of the cause and 
extent of it. 


The Fugaha have taken into consideration the fact that there 
are some people that get angry to such an extent that they do 
not know or have control over what they are doing or saying in 
this state of anger. The rulings for such a person are different 
from a normal person. The challenge in such a claim is to deter- 
mine whether the person is indeed insane or not. The Fuqaha 
have stated that there are more than 70 categories of insanity. To 
fit a person into one of these and thereafter apply the ruling is 
no easy job. 


The aforementioned rules and conditions of Qiyas are just the 
basics that a student learns in the second or third year of a six to 
seven year Aalim course. There are numerous other issues and 
conditions that must be learnt, applied and taken into consider- 
ation before Qiyas can be correctly implemented. 


Advice 


Allah Taala states in the Holy Quran: 


or Zot 
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“And we have raised some people above others in rank.” 
(Qur'an 43/32) 


Allah Ta‘ala has bestowed different people with different quali- 
ties, abilities and virtues. Some people excel in law whereas others 
excel in sociology. Some are well versed in poetry whereas others 
are skilled surgeons and doctors. Some are professional chefs and 
others are professional footballers. Similarly, some people choose 
to study and pursue Islamic knowledge; the Quran, Ahadith and 
Islamic jurisprudence and excel in their chosen field. There is no 
one person who can do everything. 


Allah Ta‘ala instructs us in the Holy Quran: 


SoAld ¥ AS 8) SU Jal illo 


“And ask the people of knowledge if you do not know.’ 
(Qur'an 16:43) 


When a person requires medical attention, he consults a physi- 
cian. He cannot pretend to be a physician and treat himself. In 
that instance, he will remain sick and his health may deteriorate. 
This is something that everyone understands. Furthermore, if a 
competent physician diagnoses the sickness, the patient places 
his trust in the physician and acknowledges his expertise. Will it 
be correct for the patient to object to the physicians’ diagnosis? 
It is understood if an equally or more highly qualified physician 
disagrees. That is a disagreement based on qualifications. It is an 
academic disagreement; which is appreciated. The disagreement 
of an ignorant person pretending to be qualified is not appreci- 
ated. 


ile, 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


Similarly, in issues of religion and religious verdicts, one should 
be humble, honest and act responsibly. 


Allah Ta‘ala states in the Holy Quran: 


Salt 9 6B 5) Sh Sal igilee 
“And ask the people of knowledge if you do not know” 
(Qur'an 16:43) 


Three points are illustrated in this verse: 


1. The word 

ibats 
suggests that if he does not know, he should humble himself 
and acknowledge the fact that he does not know. Don't pretend 
to know. 


2: The words 

Ogalss J GBS | 
suggest that one should be honest in his conclusion of not 
knowing. 


3. The words 

Sal Jal 
suggest that one should act responsibly and refer to people of 
knowledge. 


Religious verdicts are a result of following certain disciplinary 
rules and codes. A correct verdict is measured with the disci- 
plinary rules applied in arriving to its conclusion. If the road 
travelled on (principles) is correct, the destination (verdict) will 
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be realised. There must be consistency between the principles 
(usool), application and its verdict. Being short of anything in 
this will be academic gymnastics or promiscuous interpretation. 


If one is not qualified in the field of Figh or Usoole Fiqh and 
pretends to be qualified, that is total dishonesty and a major sin. 
His attitude is similar to a patient objecting to a competent phy- 
sicians diagnosis, except that in the case of the patient, it is detri- 
mental to his health. Here, it is detrimental to ones religion. 
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NAMING CHILDREN ENGLISH VERSIONS OF ARABIC NAMES 


: Is it possible to name your child the English version of 
an Arabic name? For example, if the name is Nuh, can you 
name your child Noah? 


: Names of countries, cities, streets, airports, universities, 

and individuals are not merely named for identification pur- 
poses. Names also represent a belief of an individual or a group 
of people. Some of them can also represent a philosophy or some 
historical event. 


In South Africa, names of airports and streets representing apart- 
heid icons have been changed to names of veterans of the liber- 
ation struggle. Louis Botha Airport in Durban is now known as 
King Shaka International Airport. Louis Botha was an apartheid 
icon. King Shaka is the legendary leader of the Zulus. Jan Smuts 
Airport in Johannesburg is now called O.R. Tambo Airport. 
Many streets in Durban have been changed to the names of vet- 
erans of the liberation movement. Some new streets are Anton 
Lembede Street, Xuma Street, Yusuf Dadoo Street etc. 


‘There were many sensitivities in the renaming process. The name 
of one icon is removed to replace it with another. The idea was to 
highlight a personality and to promote the values he/she repre- 
sented and fought for. 
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It is clear from this that naming a person is not just about naming 
and creating an identity. As muslims, when we name our chil- 
dren after the names of the prophets, Adam (Alaihis Salam), Nah 
(Alaihis Salam), Yusuf (Alaihis Salam), Ebrahim (Alaihis Salam), 
it also serves as a reminder to uphold the values of these proph- 
ets. Keeping such names, have the potential to revolutionize a 
nation. When every second person is named after an illustrious 
prophet or an illustrious Sahabi, this will give rise to the value 
system of such people by studying those personalities and going 
deeper into what they represented. The pronunciation of a name 
also comes with a value system. As, muslims, we pronounce the 
names of prophets as Nuh, Isa, Ebrahim, Yusuf, Yahya, Mariam 
etc. In the Christian world, these names are pronounced as Noah, 
Jesus, Abraham, Joseph, John, Mary etc. 


While the pronunciation of such names in Christianity repre- 
sents the same personalities in Islam, the pronunciation of names 
according to a religion represents the value of that religion. A 
Christian referring to Jesus can never be the same as a muslim 
referring to Isa. The personalities are the same but Jesus in Chris- 
tianity refers to a part of God. This is in total variance with our 


belief of Tawheed. 


Yahya in Islam is equivalent to John in Christianity. However, the 
name John conveys a strong connotation of baptism in Chris- 
tianity. Likewise, all the names of the prophets in Christianity 
convey some value of Christianity with it. 


As muslims, we preserve our Islamic values and principles. We 
do not subscribe or associate with anything against Islam. In 
naming our children with Christian pronunciation of names, it is 
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indirectly or unconsciously accepting the Christian value which 
is hidden behind the pronunciation of such names. 


As muslims, we should maintain the Islamic pronunciation of 
names to advance the Islamic value that goes with the name. 


“How’s A COKE?!” 


: Is it permissible to give bribe for a job? Is the salary of such 
an employment halal or haram? I have been trying to finda 
job but no one has hired me. 


: Shariah emphasizes on being honest, fair and truthful. Dis- 
honesty and lies are both prohibited and resented in Shariah 
and they have also been designated as the features of hypocrisy. 


Nabi sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam enumerated the signs of a hyp- 
ocrite; 


“The signs of a hypocrite are three; when he speaks he lies, when 
he makes a promise he breaches the promise, when he is entrust- 
ed he deceives.” 

Sahih Bukhari 1/16 


Bribery is defined as an offering in lieu of an illicit advantage and 
has been expressly prohibited in Shariah. Bribery is a seed by 
means of which society is corrupted. Where bribery is prevalent 
in a people one sees the effects of lawlessness. A society bereft 
of law and order is also bereft of stability. All of these factors 
would leave the inhabitants of such a society full of insecurity. 
Shariah in its absolute wisdom and foresight has afforded us di- 
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vine instruction in order to protect ourselves from this destruc- 
tive crime of society. 


One Hadith of Nabi sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam mentions; 


“The Messenger of Allah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam cursed the 
one who offers a bribe and accepts a bribe.” 
Sunan Tirmidhi 3:15 


There are many Ahadith which warn against giving and taking 
bribery. We as followers of the pure and pristine religion of Is- 
lam should feel a sense of appreciation that we have been guided 
in all realms of our lives. This is so that we not only secure our 
Hereafter but simultaneously protect ourselves in this worldly 
life from the different destructive consequences of sins. 


Bribery is clearly prohibited. However where one is a victim of 
oppression or is pressed to make a rightful claim and resorts to 
bribery as a last resort to preserve his right he is excused. 
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BACK TO SCHOOL AND MADRASAH- BE INSPIRED! 


: After the holidays, studying has become more of a burden 

rather than enjoyment. I lack all motivation to proceed in 
my studies. I am studying the Aalimah course but I have no in- 
terest or passion for seeking knowledge. Laziness, idleness and 
lethargy have overpowered me. How do I increase my zeal for 
knowledge and my ability to do good? How do I avoid negative 
thoughts? 


: Alhamdulillah we are very happy that you are becoming an 

Aalimah and are studying the Quran, Ahadith and Shariah. 
This is great blessing from Allah Ta‘ala. He has chosen you to be 
the inheritor of the Ambiya, to be a beacon of light for the Um- 
mah and the rest of the world, to pass down this torch of knowl- 
edge to the next generation. Once you realise this, you will un- 
derstand your importance and status in the sight of Allah Ta ‘ala. 


Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam is reported to have said: 
“When Allah wishes to do good to someone, He bestows that 
person with the understanding of Deen’. 


As with every prestigious responsibility, there are some sacrifices 
a person needs to make to achieve a rank amongst the greats. In 
the matter of studies, one must abstain from sins and transgres- 
sion as much as possible. The knowledge that you are receiving is 
a divine and pure light from Allah Ta‘ala. It cannot be contam- 
inated with sins and shortcomings otherwise the light will lose 
its’ lustre in the eyes of the beholder and the value of this sacred 
knowledge will decrease. “Knowing is not enough; we must ap- 
ply. Willing is not enough; we must do.” You say that you know 
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that you are falling into the traps of Shaytan, so DO something 
about it; don't dwell over it. 


Another sacrifice that must be made to attain this knowledge is 
that one must work hard for it. It is the pinnacle of stupidity and 
idiocy to think and assume that the greatest knowledge that can 
be bestowed upon a mortal can be attained without hard work 
and perseverance. When you dont feel like studying, you have to 
remind yourself WHY you wanted to study in the first place; to 
please Allah Ta‘ala and to become a good Muslim. 

You have to keep in mind that a gem is not polished without 
rubbing, nor a man perfected without trials. All these hardships 
must be undertaken and borne for a person to achieve some- 
thing in life and succeed. Obstacles are those frightful things you 
see when you take your eyes off the goal. Once you realise your 
goal and keep it in mind, it will motivate and spur you on to work 
harder. Remember, the only place success comes before work is 
in a dictionary. Remember you cannot plough a field by turning 
it over in your mind. You have to toil and exert all your forc- 
es to achieve something. Remember, the best way to make your 
dreams come true is to wake up. 


You had this flame burning inside you once, the only thing 
stopping it from lighting up again is yourself. Numerous peo- 
ple say that they dont want to do something because they are 
‘depressed. What they fail to realise is that majority of the times, 
this ‘depression is all in the mind. A person thinks that my 
parents are suffering from depression so I must also be suffer- 
ing from it. We need to rid ourselves of these excuses and bring 
ourselves together. 
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Ifa person thinks and believes he/she is depressed, it will have 
an effect on his/her outlook of life and the way he/she deals 
with things. 


The same applies to a person who thinks and sincerely believes 
he/she is happy. However, if you genuinely feel that you are 
suffering from depression, you should consult your doctor ora 
psychiatric and take the necessary medication. There is nothing 
wrong in doing so. Many professional and intelligent people 
also seek medical support for mental and emotional balance. 
Seeking help and assistance from a psychiatric does not mean 
one is insane. Rather it does the opposite; it means that one is 
brave enough to admit his deficiencies and is brave enough to 
do something about it. 


The most important thing is that you must keep yourself happy 
and pray to Allah that He always keeps you happy. 


Finally, there are many times in everyone's life when things don't 
seem to be going their way. At these junctures in life, remember 
the following: “Destitutus ventis, remos adhibe” (If the wind will 
not serve, take to the oars.) Do what you set out to do regardless 
of the conditions you face and the adversity you confront. 


RUNNING ONES BUSINESS AT THE TIME OF JUMMA 


: Tama Muslim businessman. I have a store in a shopping 

centre that allows Muslim owned business to close for Ju- 
muah. However, my shop is managed by non-Muslim females. 
Am I still obliged to remain closed (as it is forbidden to trade 
during Jumu’ah time) or can I leave my shop open and trade? 
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A : Allah Taala says in the Quran, 
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“Oh you who believe! When the call to Prayer is made on Friday, 
then proceed at once to the remembrance of Allah and quit all 
commerce. That is best for you, if only you were to know (Allah's 
reward for it)” 


In light of the above verse, the Ulama mention that trade after the 
call of Jumu’ah prayer is prohibited. The verse commands that we 
“proceed” as soon as the call is made. 


In the beginning stages of Islam there was only one athan for 
Jumw’ah, which was called at the time of khutbah in front of the 
Imam. This procedure had remained right up till the era of Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


During the era of Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu, Muslims started 
inhabiting the outskirts of Madinah due to their large numbers. 
The athan that was given in front of the Imam at the time of khut- 
bah could not be heard by many due to the distance from the 
Masjid. 


Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu ordered that another athan be called 
in the trading area further from the mosque at his house in 
Maqam e Zaura which would be heard though out Madinah. 
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This practice was unanimously accepted by all the Sahabah and 
has been the accepted practice of the entire Ummah till today. 
Trading and activities which were once prohibited after the athan 
in front of the Imam, were now prohibited after this first athan 
introduced by Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


Trade after the athan has been prohibited since it leads to delay 
in proceeding for Jumu‘ah. If two people do a transaction after 
the athan whilst proceeding for Jumuah and the deal is not a 
hindrance in proceeding to Jumu’ah, such a deal is permissible. 
It is clear that abandoning trade upon the Jumuwah adhaan is not 
the emphasis rather the emphasis is on the delay for Jumwah. If 
a person closes his business during the Jumu’ah salah, this would 
be an expression of his reverence and respect for the Jumu‘ah 
Salah. However, closing ones’ business during Jumu’ah Salaah is 
not a condition for the Jumu’ah salaah. 


Closing some businesses during Jumu’ah may also not be eco- 
nomically practical. For example, a Muslim owns a service sta- 
tion. Friday is the end of the week and it is a busy period for 
taxis (kombis). If one closes the service station at that time, the 
normal clientele will go elsewhere and not return in future. This 
can impact the overall turnover of the business. While we believe 
rizq is from Allah, we are also not required to abandon permissi- 
ble means of ones rizq. If one closes his business at that time, that 
is his level of Taqwa but not a requirement in Shariah. 


It would be permissible that one proceeds for Jumu’ah salaah 
whilst his business is administered by his non-Muslim staff. The 
income earned during Jumuah time will be halal. 
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ZAKAAT ON SARS REFUND 


: [have received my tax refund from SARS after three years 
Oi: to queries. 

1. Is the lump sum received zakatable? If yes, from which 
date? 

2. Over this time interest has been paid by SARS on this 
lump sum and has accumulated. Can the interest received be 
offset against SARS tax paid? 


: Having complete ownership of assets (such as money, gold, 

silver, merchandise, etc.) is a requirement in order for the 
assets to be “Zakatable”. When you dispensed your money to the 
government in the form of tax, the money departed from your 
ownership. You had no possession of the money and you were 
not guaranteed a refund. Hence, you are not obliged to pay Zakah 
on the refunded money for the three years you did not have pos- 
session. This lump sum received will be included in your present 
Zakatable assets and you will pay Zakah on the total amount the 
next time Zakah is due on you. 
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If the interest is paid by SARS, you may use that interest amount 
to make future payments to SARS. This ruling is specific to the 
interest amount received from SARS and does not refer to any 
other interest amount. However, because the payments to SARS 
will be at a future date, the interest money should be dispensed 
immediately to the poor and needy. 


THE MERGING OF THE OCEANS 


: What is the truth regarding the merging of the oceans as 
in the Quraan? 


: The phenomenon regarding the merging of the two 
oceans is stated in the Quraan. 


Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taala) says: 
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“And He who merged together the flow of the two great waters: 
this one sweet, fresh to the taste; and that one salty, acrid. Yet He 
placed between them a seamless divide, a barrier that bars their 
intermingling’’(Quran 25:53) 


Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala) says: 
dls Y E5y login GLa Gael gy 
“He has released the two oceans which meet together. Between 


them is a barrier which they never transgress” 
(Qur'an 19/55) 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


Allah (Subhanahu wa Tala) says: 


hele Gayot gy dee 9 


“And He has placed a barrier between the two oceans” 
(Qur'an 27:61) 


These Aayaat(verses) are a clear manifestation and exposition of 
Allah(Subhanahu wa Taala)’s Qudrat (power). 


Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala) has merged the two oceans of flow- 
ing water mentioned in the Quraan, yet they still remain dis- 
tinguished with their own unique characteristics without being 
mixed with each other. 


If water is poured into a container already half filled with water, 
definitely it will be intermixed and undistinguishable from the 
other water. Whereas, Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala) has merged 
two huge oceans containing millions of litres of water, yet, out of 
Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala)’s sheer Qudrat(power), they do not 
intermix and become undistinguishable from each other. This is 
surely a sign of Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala)’s greatness which no 
superpower of the world can prevent or stop. 

The characteristics of sweet/palatable water are: warmness, high- 
er salinity and less density than salty water. The characteristics of 
salty/bitter water are: coldness, lesser salinity and higher density 
than sweet water. 


Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala)’s message behind this manifestation 
of exaltedness and power is to show Insaan(Mankind) that he 
has no reason to disobey Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala) as he is the 
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ultimate supreme power of the universe. 


Modern Science has discovered in the recent past, that in the 
places where two different seas meet, there is a barrier between 
them. This barrier divides the two seas so that each sea has its 
own temperature, salinity and density. 

For example, Mediterranean Sea water is warm, saline and less 
dense, compared to Atlantic Ocean water. When the Mediterra- 
nean Sea water enters the Atlantic Ocean over the Gibraltar Sill, 
it moves several hundred kilometres into the Atlantic Ocean at 
a depth of about 1000 metres with its own unique warm, saline 
and less dense characteristics. 


Scientists have provided various diagrams proving this phe- 
nomenon from a scientific point of view, Hereunder are a few 
diagrams clearly expressing the unique merging of the oceans as 
mentioned in the Quraan: 


Atlantic Ocean Mediterranean Sea 
——p —— > 


Mediterranean 
a Sea Water 
Caibraltar 
Sill 


th (Meters) 
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The above diagram shows the Mediterranean Sea water a 
ters with that of the Atlantic Ocean over the Gibraltar S$; 
its own unique characteristics. 


The shallow Camarinal Sill of the Strait of Gibraltar, 
forms the shallowest point within the strait, acts to limit: 
between the cold, less saline Atlantic water and the warm 
terranean waters. The Camarinal Sill is located at the far v 
end of the strait. 


In terms of oceanography, a sill refers to: “A ridge, above 
erage bottom level in a region, which separates one basi: 
another, or in the case of a fjord, separates the landwar« 
from the sea outside” 

According to the Oxford Dictionary, a sill means: “an 

water ridge or rock ledge extending across the bed of at 
water.” 
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The above diagram indicates the merging of two oceans in which 
the colors of both oceans differ yet they are merged into each 
other. 


Estuary 


The Partliton 


Frosh water = a oo Salt water 
(River) i= oo MM aa AO on 3 


The above diagram shows the merging of an estuary which con- 
sists of fresh/palatable water with that of an ocean which con- 
sists of salty water. The estuary is separated from the ocean with 
a unique zone of partition described as a “pynocline zone with 
a marked density discontinuity separating the two layers’ This 
zone of separation has a different salinity from the water and salt 
water as indicated in the diagram. 


The above information has been recently discovered by oceanog- 
raphers using the most advanced technology and equipment to 
measure temperature, salinity, density, oxygen dissolubility, e.t.c. 


As Muslims, we have firm conviction in the Aayaat(verses) of 
the Quraan. When scientists uncover and unearth certain phe- 
nomenon mentioned in the Qura‘an, it only serves as a source of 
strengthening our Eemaan. When we come across the realities of 
such phenomenon, we say: “Subhaanallah’, which means: “Glory 
be to Allah” 
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A Brief Mlustrated Guice To Understanding Isr, Ebrahim, chapter one, pg. 17, Darussakro, Houston, 
with the reference of: Principks of Oceanography Davis, pp.92-93. 

fetp J ww free webs. com prootofislany science inthequran him, link accessed at 23/12/2011. 

hotp #/en wikipedia org/wiki Srait_of_Gibrahar, link accessed at 23/12/2011. 

hetp 4 books google.coza bookstid=Chb1 4jonanD8C &pg=PA19&)pg=PA 198edq =aill+(oceanogra- 
phy) +byScoure=bléots=fyeIT Yuquhésig=iIGkP aEKbSVY-foGk_grig/F bkShl =enSsa=K6ei=W- 
ObOTquD Bcbl8Q PCED WAQ Sagi =28eved =OCDIQSAEwA gt v=one pageSiy =ailll 20 (oceanograp hy}®20 
bySdafake, ibid. 

hitp //oxforddic tionaries conv definitional, ibid 

A Brief Mustrated Guice To Understanding Ishm, Ebrahim, chapter one, pg.19, Darussalam, Houston, 
with the reference of: Oceanography Gross, p. 242. Introductory Oceanography, Thurman, pp. 300-301. 


INCOME FROM WRITING ARTICLES 


: | write articles on the internet and get paid for it. I have 

been using a website for promotion and in it! placed my ad 
for my service, butI used a stolen picture to describe my service. 
I got a few orders and completed them and got paid for them. Is 
my earning halal? 


I got paid for the service which I provided but I used a stolen 
picture in the ad which I used to obtain my orders, Also my par- 
ents bought me a laptop and internet connection. I don’t know 
if they used halal money. I think they used credit cards or wel- 
fare money for which im not sure if we qualify for. Regardless of 
where they got their money is my income halal, if] use what they 
bought me to make money. 


; The service you render as a writer is permissible. Your in- 

come is Halaal. However, you have committed a sin adver- 
tising your work through a stolen picture. For that you should 
offer some charity to purify your income. 
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Nabi salallahu ‘alayhi wasallam said, 
“Oh group of traders verily vanity and false oaths couple trade so 
offset it with charity’ Mishkat al Masabih 2/851 


Mishkat al Masabth 2/851 
COMPUTER ABUSE 


: I don't know how to ask this but at the same time it is 

important I have an issue with watching porn. The worst 
part about it is that I tend go down in masturbation. I feel so 
bad in the end and I always ask forgiveness from Allah. I always 
feel bad that I go on repeating the same thing once every week. 
I don't know what to do. I can’t approach any friend with this 
issue because I feel bad to say it. 


My other issue is that I can't stop looking at girls. I always try to 
keep my gaze low but I still face this issue. I would really appre- 
ciate your help. Jazakallah 


A; Alhamdulillah we are pleased to know that you realise 
that this heinous act is a sin, and that it is something you 
need to stop doing. “Admitting error clears the score, and proves 
you wiser than before.’Mistakes and sins are a fact of life and 
an inevitable reality. No-one is infallible, sinless or perfect bar 
the Prophets (alayhimus salaam). It is our response to this real- 
isation that matters. Some people realise and acknowledge their 
shortcomings but turn a blind eye to them and overlook them. 
On the other hand, there are people who realise their sins and 
make a firm resolution not to commit them again. Rasulullahsal- 
lallahu alaihi wasallam says: 
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“The person who repents from his sins is like a sinless person.” 
We understand from this Hadith that once a person truly repents 
and sincerely asks Allah Ta‘ala for forgiveness, he should have 
faith and be assured that Allah Ta‘ala has forgiven him. 


Tawbah is not confined to merely regretting ones sin and mak- 
ing a resolve to change. It is part of tawbah to adopt all practical 
measures to change. Stay away from all such avenues that will 
lead to sin. One cannot place butter in a hot pan and claim that it 
wont melt and one cannot touch a live wire and expect not to get 
shocked. Similarly, don't expect not to be drawn into evil when 
browsing websites containing immoral content. The real strength 
is in not even exploring such websites. 


Practical steps to prevent oneself from masturbation 


° Dont keep the laptop/ computer in your own bedroom; 
keep it downstairs where people can see what you are doing. 


° Make a firm resolution that every time you watch por- 
nography or masturbate, you will put X amount of money (any 
realistic affordable amount of money) in a box and at the end of 
the month I will donate it to a charity or a Masjid or to some poor 
people. Make sure you pay. 


° Make sure you don't go on websites that may entice you 
and lead you to other bad websites. E.g. If you want to check the 
news, dont go on a website that has celebrity gossip... looking at 
the pictures will take you closer to the sin; rather you should use 
other reliable websites that dont have this type of material. 
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° Anytime you feel like committing looking at pornography 
or masturbating, close the laptop lid or switch of the computer 
screen, leave the room and come back and continue your work 
when your desires are suppressed. 


° Remember to take each day as it comes. Don't think about 
pornography or masturbation at all and do not even read about 
it. The more you think about it, the more you will want to com- 
mit it. 


° Try not to remain alone; have people around you at most 
times. 
° Don't use the internet unless you need to. An idle mind is 


the devils workshop, remain occupied. 


° Keep your willpower; you can take any preventative meas- 
ures you want, but unless you have the sincere desire and will to 
stop, you won't. “Whether you think you can or you think you 
cant...you're right.” 


° The final and most important thing is that one constantly 
makes dua to Allah the Almighty and constantly does the dhikr 
of Allah. This will keep ones’ mind occupied at all times. One 
should not despair if he commits the sin again. Remember! If 
your tawbah and intention is sincere, Allah will definitely give 
you the taufeeq (ability) to refrain from this sin. 


As for the second issue you mentioned; gazing at women. It is 
all a matter of willpower and control. You have to say to yourself 
that I WILL stop looking at unlawful women and you must then 
believe in your statement and have faith in yourself. The remorse 
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you feel after committing this sin shows that you feel guilty and 
want to stop. You have to realise that this sin is not limited to 
your youth or adulthood. Once you start looking at women, you 
will not stop because you will continue to see more women that 
fascinate you more than the previous one. Asa result of this, even 
when you are married and later on become a grandfather, this 
filthy habit of gazing at unlawful women will remain with you. 


(Gp pel ASI cleo] slo AVEV.e se dels Gal Gin) TCHS S G5 EMI be CSI 
HAIRCUTS AND HAIRSTYLES 


: [have a few questions. Firstly, is it permissible to cut your 

hair in different lengths (buzz cut or fohawks), or can you 
shave of your sideburns and make a style on your beard, not 
shave it off. I am asking this because when I was younger the 
barber used to shave my sideburns of while giving me a haircut, 
but I'm almost 16 now and my sideburns are huge and IJ have no 
beard...I look like a monkey... My dad said I can't shave it off 
because its part of my beard and keeping a beard is [wajib?] 


If you break something that is wajib, are you still a muslim and 
what is the punishment? Also, what is the amount you have to 


keep of the beard? 


A : There are two parts to your question. The first is to do with 
the hair of the head and the second is to do with the beard. 
They will be discussed separately. 
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Haircuts 

It is permissible for a male to cut his hair. This is based on the 
fact that there are numerous narrations which mention that Ra- 
sulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam and the Sahabah radhiallahu 
anhum cut or shaved their hair. However, there are certain hair- 
cuts/ hairstyles that are impermissible. 


Everyone is attracted to the latest fashion and style donned by 
celebrities, pop stars, sports stars and models. Everybody wants 
to be identified as a person who is in-sync with the times and in 
co-ordination with the latest trend. This ranges from the clothes 
such people wear to the foods they eat; and the hairstyles they don. 
Hairstyles play a major part in the way a person is perceived 
by society. Certain hairstyles display chivalry and boyishness, 
whereas other styles display that a person is a business man or 
a serious person. Certain hairstyles link a person to a certain 
group, clique or organization. Other people choose to style their 
hair to display their personality; be it daring, carefree, lazy, ad- 
venturous, free spirited etc. 


Some of these hairstyles are as follows: 


«Crew cut 
«Buzz cut 
«Dreadlocks 
eFohawk 
eMowhawk 
«Flattop 
«Afro 
Spikes 
«Mullet 
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ePompadour 
eQuiff 
Rattail 
eCaesar cut 
eCornrows 
Shag 
eUndercut 
«Curtains 
«Half ponytail 
eHigh top fade 
eLine up 
¢Tonsure 

e Waves 
eComb over 
eEmo hair 
«Bangs 


As Muslims we should protect our identity. Islam is our way of 
life in everything. It is not restricted to the masjid, the house or 
our workplace; it advises us on what we can wear and can't wear, 
on what we can eat and cant eat; likewise it has given us specific 
guidelines pertaining to our appearance. 


Allah Ta ‘ala states in the Holy Quran: 


GK QO yalss a ha ghd A gts 428 3 J 
“Say: (Oh Muhammad) If you love Allah then follow me and Al- 
lah will love you and He will forgive your sins” 
(Quran 3:31) 
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It was the noble habit of Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam to 
keep long hair and it has also been proven that he shaved the hair 
of his mubaarak head. 


If one doesn't want to keep long hair or a bald head, he may adopt 
the hairstyles of the pious people because Allah Taala states in 
the Holy Quran: 


Godl ba Jat ally 
“And follow the way of those people who repent to me.’ 
(Qur'an 31:15) 


Generally, there are two factors that render a haircut impermis- 


sible. 


(Partially shaved) 
(Imitating non- Muslims) 
Qaza is impermissible because of the following Hadith: 
26 . p58) g& lig ale abl Le alll Jot 2 28 58 gi) gb pil Ge Sl gi Sab G6 
je ER3 SS Sool och So GBS SF JE 8658) lag 


Umar bin Naf that Nafi’ narrates that Ibn Umar radhiallahu an- 
huma said: Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam prohibited us 
from Qaza. Ibn Nafi’ enquired: what is Qaza? He replied: “To 
shave one part ofa child's head and leave the remaining part un- 
shaven.” 
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Some of the haircuts mentioned above fall under the ambit of 
Qaza such as the: crew cut, flattop, rattail and mowhawk (when 


part of the head is shaved). 


The second factor that renders a haircut impermissible is imitat- 
ing non-muslims or fashioning ones hair according to the latest 
hairstyles. Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam said: 


Rade 545 pS ES Go splay eile aU fo alll Jyh db dE 52k gil ye 


If a persons hair is uneven, it will be deemed impermissible if 
it resembles the fashion hairstyles of the non- believers such as 
footballers, pop stars, actors etc. Haircuts and hairstyles such as a 
mowhawk, fohawk, marine cut, tram lines, box fade, quiff, pom- 
padour, emo cut etc. will be impermissible. 


If one is not sure as to whether keeping a certain hairstyle falls 
under the ambit of imitating the non- believers then he should 


abstain from it. Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam is reported 
to have said: 


“Leave that which puts you in doubt and implement that thing 
which does not put you in doubt.” 


The Beard- its’ definition 


The definition of the beard is as follows : 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


OBIS ByE5 Ide bo giS5 JE Eu jad daby spi J 


“The following is meant by ‘lihya: the hair that grows on the 


cheeks consisting of the sideburns (idhar), jawbone (aridh) and 
chin (dhagn)-” 


OSU SLL! pAdl/ Aol! Core LI yuSYl dant yo Gudddl ped side 


“Idhar: The hair that grow on the cheeks; starting from the ear- 
lobe until the jawbone/ the area adjacent to the ears.” 


RUPe gs cull pred ee ie gladsd] aul ye Aig 9 Rts] es Coll pel reyle 


“Aaridh: The hair that grows on the cheek; it starts from the bot- 
tom of the idhar until the hair that grows on the chin.” 


From the above mentioned definitions, we understand that the 
beard consists of the hair of the sideburns, jawbone and chin. 
Based on this, it is not permissible for one to shave of his side- 
burns or trim them because they are part of one’s beard which is 
wajib to keep. The wajib length one must grow his beard to is one 
fist as is stated in Durarul Hukkam. 


VA. Ag ggltall Gaucl 

)SAll slo Ved. go Le sesh! yall de stock! 9y( Ak HGS Ward Sle GT 585 2581 85 

Jay jell CaS! ele] glo 1+ V1.ue Ye dole Gal Otel SKS Fs GEE Gall oh do Ses OJ £3801 lag 28 

dag ysl] aU] elo] glo Veth.ga Me dele Gul gin 

4 pasll dahl £6.52 £¢ ald gl iw 

CaSLEY 319 01.59 Nig deaoy geld 

JoLall Sly! sIo A. VV.g ggechl Udi Cgedl sila Go dbgb &lsall Gils 9 do9¢90 ysl! ad Rear (po Lél dad,Ib... 


Other texts to take into consideration 


AAD By lS ch; ( G85) EB ANI USS olga G Shits tab HRs sul GES 5h (5H) GH (Ces): (258) 
Doagsel( { 2898 GS CO ABLE YT $i AUl ESE | cays ( gles ) 28 BAS ho Shite de ELS 545 GMI (£58) OBS HS 
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SWEET SALAAM, SOUR IMAAN 


: lam working in an organisation. Where ladies (Muslims) 

also works, while interacting with them should we say 
Asalaamu alaykum or no? When they say Asalaamu alaykum 
should we reply to them with wa alaykum salaam or any other 
word or keep quiet? 


: Shariah has unrivalled attributes. Not only does the 
Shari‘ah prohibit a certain act, it takes all the measures 
to prevent someone from committing a prohibited act. The 
Shari‘ah has clearly demarcated permissible from impermissi- 
ble. 
Allah Ta‘ala states in the Qur‘an: 


oo 


(23 tel w¥l) gir 2a g Abo’ GS 2) Gl 195585 Vs 


And do not (even) come close to fornication. Verily, it isa shame- 
ful deed and an evil path (Quran 17:32) 


Not only are we commanded to not commit fornication, but, 
rather, to stay away from all that which leads to it. Hence, it is 
impermissible to engage and interact with the opposite gender 
without a need. One should refrain from all unnecessary inter- 
actions with females to whom he is not a mahram. 

Allah Taala has mentioned in the Qur'an, 


(03 9) SgRil5 Ue Sud AU S| 94) T3l ALS he 58 loladiss Qaylall Jo lp dks Gushall iB 


Say (O Prophet) to the believing men to lower their gaze and 
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guard their chastity. That is purer for them. Verily, Allah is All- 
Aware of what they do 
(Qur'an 24:30) 


Casual interaction with females to whom one is not a mahram 
may start innocently; however, it leads to greater misdeeds as is 
evident in society. 


We acknowledge the fact that extending salam is a virtuous deed, 
it is the name of Allah and it is a sunnah. However, we have to 
bear in mind that whatever leads us to the disobedience of Allah 
will be prohibited. Informality and casualness commence with 
the exchanging of salam. Any familiarity and ease between the 
opposite gender can lead to grave consequences. 


Rightly or wrongly, it is a fact that there is intermingling of the 
sexes at the work places. Nonetheless, Shari‘ahseeks to protect 
the integrity of a person in this world and the hereafter. 

If there is a need for one to communicate with the opposite gen- 
der, then it should be straight forward and confined to the need. 
It is not permissible to be ‘sweet’ and communicate beyond the 
need. Being straightforward and confined to the need should 
not be interpreted as being rude. This is a clear injunction of Al- 
lah in the Qur‘an: 


(23 God!) Byixe I S183 Bhs ald g gil abs usally 5225 6 


Do not be soft in speech [to men], lest he in whose heart is dis- 
ease should covet, but speak with appropriate speech.(Quran 
33:32) 
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Hence, refrain from falling prey to any act which can lead one 
to compromise his integrity and loyalty to Allah, even though it 
may be the exchanging of salam. 


ISLAMIC VIEW ON CONTRACEPTIVES 


Q Is contraception permissible in Islam? 


:Contraception can be divided into two categories: 
1) Irreversible (or permanent) contraception 
2) Reversible (or temporary) contraception 


Irreversible contraception 

Irreversible contraception is usually carried out by means of a 
sterilisation operation. Normally, there are two types sterilisa- 
tion operation; one is performed on the male and the other on 
the female. 


Male sterilisation (vasectomy) 

Male sterilisation involves severing the vas, the tubes which de- 
liver the sperm from the testes to the penis, through an incision 
in the scrotum. This procedure is usually performed in a doctor’s 
office using local anaesthetic and takes less than thirty minutes. 
Female sterilisation (tubectomy or tubal ligation) 


When a woman ovulates, an egg is shed from the ovary and 
moves down the fallopian tube. If the egg meets a sperm, con- 
ception takes place. Sterilisation blocks the path of the sperm 
through the tube. Eggs are still released by the ovaries, but are 
broken down and safely reabsorbed by the body. 
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The operation usually involves cutting or blocking the fallopian 
tubes, which carry eggs from the ovaries to the womb. This pre- 
vents the eggs from reaching the sperm and becoming fertilised. 
It can be a fairly minor operation, with many women returning 
home the same day. 


As the ovaries aren't affected by this procedure, periods will con- 
tinue as normal, with the ovaries continuing to release the same 
hormones. Tubal occlusion doesn't cause menopause or affect a 
woman's sexual desire or pleasure. 


Islamic viewpoint on irreversible contraception 
Under normal circumstances, irreversible contraception, wheth- 
er it is in the form of vasectomy or tubectomy, is absolutely pro- 


hibited in Shariah. 


Islamic law has prohibited castration. Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas radi- 
allahu anhu narrates, 


“The Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam forbade ‘Uthman ibn 
math ‘un radiallahu anhu from abstaining from marriage. If he 


had allowed him, we would have castrated ourselves.” (Sahth al- 
Bukhari) 


Abdullah ibn Mas‘id radiallahu anhu says, 

“We used to engage in Jihad with the Prophet salallahu alaihi 
wasallam and we had no one (with whom we could fulfil our 
desires). So we asked if we could get ourselves castrated. The 
Prophet salallahu alaihi wasallam forbade us from doing so.” 
Ibn Abidin rahimahullah categorically states that castration is 
impermissible. 
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The common thread between vasectomy and castration is that 
both destroy the power of reproduction in a man, although the 
ability to have conjugal relations still exists in both. Mufti Abdur 
Raheem Lajpuri rahimahullah states that the action of perma- 
nently preventing reproduction is impermissible, hence under 
normal circumstances irreversible contraception is impermis- 
sible. Mufti Khalid Saifullah Rahmani hafizahullah states the 
same in kitab al-fatawa. The impermissibility is further endorsed 
in Ahsan al-Fatawa. 


Despite the clear prohibition of male and female sterilisation, 
scholars mention that in cases of absolute necessity, it will be 
permissible to carry out an irreversible method of contraception. 
The scholars should be consulted to gauge the necessity in any 
specific case. 


Reversible contraception 

Contraceptives work by preventing a man’s sperm from fertilis- 
ing a woman's egg, and this can be done in several different ways. 
There are two main types of contraception: 


1) Barrier methods - which physically prevent sperm from 
swimming into the uterus and fertilising the womans egg. 
2) Hormonal methods - which alter a woman's hormonal cy- 


cle to prevent fertilisation. 

The general ruling with regards to reversible contraception: 
Allamah Kasani (Allah have mercy on him) states in Badai’ 
al-Sanai', 


“It is disliked to engage in contraception (‘azl) with one’s wife 
without her permission. This is because intercourse with ejac- 
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ulation is the means to having a child, and having a child is her 
right. By resorting to contraception [without her permission], 
having a child is prevented, which is akin to being a reason for 
not fulfilling her right. 


However, if the contraception was with the wife's agreement 
(rida), then it is not disliked. In such a case, she will have willing- 
ly forgone her right” 


The Fugaha further mention that to practice reversible contra- 
ception without any reason is somewhat discouraged (makrih 
tanzihi). 

If reversible contraception is practiced due to a valid reason, then 
it will be permissible without any dislike whatsoever. For exam- 


ple: 


a) A woman is weak and unable to sustain pregnancy at the 
moment. 
b) Being on a journey or away from home. 


c) When there is discord between the husband wife and di- 
vorce seems likely. 

d) Fear of older siblings being subjected to any form of diffi- 
culty if another child is born. 

e) Fear that the child will become corrupt due to the corrup- 
tion in the time and area one dwells in. 

f) Spacing out children in order to give them adequate and 
equal attention. 


Some forms of contraception are enumerated below: 


1) Coitus interruptus/withdrawal method (‘azl) 
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Coitus interruptus, also known as ‘withdrawal’ or the pull out 
method, is Latin for ‘interrupted intercourse. What happens is 
that the man pulls out his reproductive organ out from that of his 
spouse before ejaculation. 


This was acommon method in the time of the Prophet salallahu 
alaihi wasallam. 


This method is permissible as explicitly stated by the Fugaha. 


2) The rhythm method 

This method is also known as fertility awareness, periodic absti- 
nence or the calendar method. It is a way of avoiding pregnancy 
by simply not having intercourse during the days when a lady 
ovulates. 

The rhythm method of contraception is far less reliable. It is 
based on the average 28-day menstruation cycle. The idea is to 
time sexual intercourse outside of the period of ovulation. 

This method is also permissible by way of analogy on the with- 
drawal method. 


3) Condoms 

There are two types of condoms; male and female. A condom is 
a barrier contraceptive - it blocks the route a sperm would take 
to fertilise an egg. They can be made from latex rubber, polyure- 
thane, or lambskin. 


Condoms stop the sperm from reaching the egg. It creates a 
physical barrier - this barrier makes sure fertilisation (pregnan- 
cy) does not occur. Apart from being made mainly of very thin 
latex rubber or polyurethane, male condoms contain a lubricant, 
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as well as a spermicide that either destroys or damages the sperm. 
Extra spermicide is also available in most pharmacies. 


Using a male condom is permissible also. A condom will not 
be regarded as a foreign object being inserted into the female's 
private part. Instead, it will be regarded as a tabi‘ (follower in 
ruling) of the male private part as without the male reproduc- 
tive organ it cannot be used. Hence, it is dependent on the male 
reproductive organ. 


However, a female condom will be disliked as it is inserted into a 
female's inner private part independently. 


4) Intra-Uterine Devices (IUD) 

This is also known as IUCD, coil, loop and the copper T. An 
IUD is a small, T-shaped plastic device that is wrapped in cop- 
per or contains hormones. The IUD is inserted into one’s uterus 
by a doctor. A plastic string tied to the end of the IUD hangs 
down through the cervix into female private part. The IUD can 
be checked to see if it is in place by feeling for this string. The 
string is also used by the doctor to remove the IUD. Research 
shows an IUD works before fertilisation occurs. 


Types of IUDs 

Hormonal IUD: 

The hormonal IUD, such as Mirena, releases levonorgestrel, 
which is a form of the hormone progestin. The hormonal IUD 
appears to be slightly more effective at preventing pregnancy 
than the copper IUD. The hormonal IUD is effective for at least 
5 years. 
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1. Adding Islamic Value to Business Houses 


Alhamdulillah, in the last decade there has been a great inter- 
est generated around Shari'ah Compliancy in business. In the 
past Deeni concern was confined to issues of ibadaat like Salah, 
Zakat, Haj, Tasawuf etc. Now, it is an emerging trend for peo- 
ple to enquire about the application of the Shariah to business 
related issues. This is so because people have been reminded of 
the Hadith that when one stands before Allah Taala on the day 
of judgement, one will be asked: 


From where did he earn his income and where did he spend it 


This Hadith is sufficient to stir a person into correcting his busi- 
ness practices. It is not only about buying the bread and milk, 
but also about how you buy. The item being Halaal is important, 
but so too is the procedure of the transaction, which itself could 
determine something being Halaal or Haraam. 


A popular concern of today’s Muslim Businessman is: “Is there 
any Alim or Mufti to whom I can have individual access to dis- 
cuss my business issues in confidence?” Within such a project, 
the Mufti will be in a position to analyse the individual business 
needs and advise accordingly. In this way, mechanisms could 

be engineered to overcome unislamic practices. We hope that 

if this is undertaken, over a few sessions the business will get 
closer to Shariah Compliancy. 


Deen is found in the Masjids, Madrasahs and to some extent in 
homes. Imagine this Deen to come into our businesses! 
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Copper IUD: 

The most commonly used IUD is the copper IUD (such as Par- 
agard). Copper wire is wound around the stem of the T-shaped 
IUD. The copper IUD can stay in place for at least 10 years and is 
a highly effective form of contraception. 

Both types of IUD prevent fertilisation of the egg by damaging 
or killing sperm. The IUD also affects the uterine lining (where a 
fertilised egg would implant and grow). 


This is somewhat disliked and discouraged. The Fugaha have 
stated that it is disliked to insert something into a womans pri- 
vate area without any pressing need. 


5) Diaphragms 

The diaphragm is a dome-shaped bowl made of thin, flexible rub- 
ber that sits over the cervix. The diaphragm keeps sperm from 
entering the uterus by blocking the cervix. For added protection, 
spermicide is put into the bowl of the diaphragm and along its 
edges before inserting the diaphragm high into a woman's geni- 
tal's so it covers the cervix. 


The diaphragm is inserted up to 6 hours before having relations. 
More spermicide must be used each time a girl has relations while 
wearing the diaphragm. Additional spermicide should also be 
used if a girl is going to have relations more than 3 hours after 
she inserted the diaphragm. After relations, the diaphragm must 
be left in for at least 6 hours, but no longer than 24 hours. The 
diaphragm can be removed by placing a finger into the woman's 
private parts to pull it out. 
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This is somewhat disliked and discouraged also. The Fugaha 
have stated that it is disliked to insert something into a woman's 
private area without any pressing need. 


6) Oral contraceptive pills 

The oral contraceptive pill (also called “the Pill”) is a daily pill 
that contains hormones to change the way the body works and 
prevent pregnancy. Hormones are chemical substances that con- 
trol the functioning of the body's organs. In this case, the hor- 
mones in the Pill control the ovaries and the uterus. 


Most birth control pills are “combination pills” containing a com- 
bination of the hormones estrogen and progesterone to prevent 
ovulation (the release of an egg during the monthly cycle). A 
woman cannot get pregnant if she doesn't ovulate because there 
is no egg to be fertilized. The Pill also works by thickening the 
mucus around the cervix, which makes it difficult for sperm to 
enter the uterus and reach any eggs that may have been released. 
The hormones in the Pill can also sometimes affect the lining 
of the uterus, making it difficult for an egg to attach to the wall 
of the uterus. Oral contraceptive methods are permissible to use 
also provided there is no harm. One should consult a doctor 
before using these pills. 


7) Contraceptive injections 

Contraceptive injections contain a progestogen hormone which 
is similar to the natural progesterone that women produce in 
their ovaries. 


There are two types of injection. Depo-Provera protects one from 
pregnancy for 12 weeks and Noristerat protects for eight weeks. 
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Both of these are very effective. The main way they work is to 
stop the ovaries releasing an egg each month (ovulation). They 
also: 


° Thicken the mucus from the cervix. This makes it difficult 
for sperm to move through it and reach an egg. 
° Make the lining of the uterus (womb) thinner so it is less 


likely to accept a fertilised egg. 


The hormone is injected into a muscle, usually into one’s bottom. 
Depo-Provera can also sometimes be given in the arm. 

This method is permissible also provided there is no harm. One 
should again consult a doctor to see if it is a suitable method for 
one. 

8) Implant 

An implant is a small flexible rod that is placed just under the 
skin in the upper arm. It releases a progestogen hormone similar 
to the natural progesterone that women produce in their ovaries 
and works for up to three years. 

The main way it works is to stop the ovaries releasing an egg each 
month (ovulation). It also: 


° Thickens the mucus from the cervix. This makes it diffi- 
cult for sperm to move through the cervix and reach an egg. 
° It makes the lining of the uterus (womb) thinner so it is 


less likely to accept a fertilised egg. 


This method is permissible also provided there is no harm. One 
should again consult a doctor to see if it is a suitable method for 
one. 
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9) progestogen-only pill (POP) 

The progestogen-only pill (POP) contains a progestogen hor- 
mone which is similar to the natural progesterone women pro- 
duce in their ovaries. 


Progestogen-only pills are different to combined pills because 
they do not contain any estrogen. 


The POP works in a number of ways: 


° It mainly works by thickening the mucus from the cervix. 
This makes it difficult for sperm to move through it and reach an 
egg. 

° It makes the lining of the uterus (womb) thinner so it is 


less likely to accept a fertilised egg. 

It sometimes stops the ovaries releasing an egg (ovulation). This 
is the main action of one POP, Cerazette. This may mean that 
Cerazette is more effective than other POPs, but research has not 
yet confirmed this. 

This method is permissible also provided there is no harm. One 
should again consult a doctor to see if it is a suitable method for 
one. 

10) IUS (Intrauterine system) 

An IUS is a small T-shaped plastic device which releases a pro- 
gestogen hormone. This is similar to the natural progesterone 
that women produce in their ovaries. 


A trained doctor or nurse will put the IUS into the uterus (womb). 
The IUS has two soft threads at one end which hang through the 
opening at the entrance of one’s uterus - cervix - into the top of 
one’s private organ. 
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This is somewhat disliked and discouraged. The Fuqaha have 
stated that it is disliked to insert something into a womans pri- 
vate area without any pressing need. 


11) The contraceptive vaginal ring 

The contraceptive vaginal ring is a flexible, transparent, plastic 
ring. It is placed in the vagina where it releases two hormones 
- estrogen and progestogen. These are similar to the natural hor- 
mones that women produce in their ovaries and are like those 
used in the combined pill. 


The vaginal ring releases a constant dose of hormones into the 
bloodstream through the vaginal wall. The main way it works is 
to stop the ovaries from releasing an egg each month (ovulation). 
It also thickens the mucus from the cervix. This makes it difficult 
for a sperm to move through it and reach an egg. It makes the 
lining of the uterus (womb) thinner so it is less likely to accept a 
fertilised egg. 


12) Birth control patches 

The birth control patch is a thin, beige, 1%-inch (414-centimeter) 
square patch that sticks to the skin. It releases hormones through 
the skin into the bloodstream to prevent pregnancy. Hormones 
are chemical substances that control the functioning of the body's 
organs. 


The combination of the hormones progesterone and estrogen in 
the patch prevents ovulation (the release of an egg from the ova- 
ries during a girl’s monthly cycle). If an egg isn't released, a girl 
cant get pregnant because there's nothing for a male's sperm to 
fertilise. 
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The hormones in the patch also thicken the mucus produced in 
the cervix, making it difficult for sperm to enter and reach any 
eggs that may have been released. The hormones can also some- 
times affect the lining of the uterus so that if the egg is fertilised 
it will have a hard time attaching to the wall of the uterus. 

This method is permissible provided there is no harm. 

One should consult a doctor to see if it is a suitable method for 
oneself. 


http://www.essortment.com/types-birth-control-63181.html 
http://www.contracept.org/vasectomy.php 
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/female-sterilisation/Pages/Introduction.aspx 

http://www betterhealth vic.gov.au/bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/pages/Female_sterilisation 
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http://kidshealth.org/teen /sexual_health/contraception/contraception_birth.html 
http://www.fpa.org.uk/helpandadvice/contraception/contraceptiveinjection#how-it-works 
http://www.fpa.org.uk/helpan dadvice/contraception /progestogenonlypillpop 


http://kidshealth.org/teen/sexual_health/contraception/contraception_patch.html 


IT WORK RELATED TO SELLING ALCOHOL 


: 1am an IT graduate working for a hotel where they serve 

alcohol to the customer which is about 20% of the revenue. 
Being an IT engineer my responsibility is to take care of all hard- 
ware and software which includes POS machine which are you to 
take the customer's order and also a POS software where I create 
menu buttons which include alcohol items as well. 


I am getting a fixed salary which does not depend on the sale of 
the alcohol. I have read the Hadith in which the messenger of 
Allah sallallahu alaihi wasallam cursed 10 people in connection 
with wine. What should I do in my case? Please tell me whether it 
is permissible for me to continue my job and whether my earned 
money is halal or not. I am already trying to find another job. 


: In principle, ifan item has dual or multiple purposes; some 

permissible and others impermissible; it will be permissible 
to produce, buy, sell and rent such an item. However, if an item 
has only one impermissible purpose, then it will not be permis- 
sible to produce, buy, sell or rent such an item. 
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Based on this principle, if the menu button can only be sued to 
denote the value of the alcoholic beverage, then it will be prohib- 
itively disliked to develop such a button. However, if it is possible 
to make it a dual or multiple purpose button; by making it rep- 
resent the value of another beverage of the same value such as 
water or a soft drink as well; then it will be permissible to create 
and produce such a button. If you can implement the aforemen- 
tioned; then we hope that your income will not be contaminated. 
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WOULD YOU BE MY VALENTINE? 


Q Is it a sin to celebrate Valentine’s Day? 


A : Let us examine the origin of Valentine's Day: 


The History of Saint Valentine’s Day 

Valentine’s Day started in the time of the Roman Empire. In an- 
cient Rome, February 14th was a holiday to honor Juno. Juno 
was the Queen of the Roman Gods and Goddesses. The Romans 
also knew her as the Goddess of women and marriage. The fol- 
lowing day, February 15th, began the Feast of Lupercalia. 

Under the rule of Emperor Claudius II Rome was involved in 
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many bloody and unpopular campaigns. Claudius the Cruel was 
having a dificult time getting soldiers to join his military leagues 
and creating a huge army. Many men did not want to partici- 
pate in the army. This made Claudius furious. He believed that 
the reason for this was that roman men did not want to leave 
their loved ones or their families. As a result, Claudius decided 
to cancel all marriages and engagements in Rome. Many people 
thought this was a preposterous and a cruel idea. 


At that time, a Saint existed by the name of Valentine who was 
a priest of Rome in the days of Claudius II. He did not like the 
Emperor. He and Saint Marius aided the Christian martyrs and 
secretly married couples even after Emperor Claudius passed his 
law. He would isolate himself in a secret candlelit room with the 
bride and the groom. He whispered the words of the ceremony, 
listening all the while for the steps of the soldiers. 


One night, he heard the footsteps of the soldiers and the couples 
he was marrying escaped in time. Unfortunately he was caught. 
For this action of his, Saint Valentine was apprehended and 
dragged before the Prefect of Rome, who condemned him to be 
beaten to death with clubs and to have his head cut off. He was 
then thrown in prison and was told that his punishment was sen- 
tenced to death. The news spread and many young people came 
from across the land to visit him in prison. 


They threw flowers and notes up to the window. One of the young 
people was the daughter of the prison guard. Her father allowed 
her to visit Saint Valentine in the cell. Sometimes they would sit 
and talk for hours. She helped him in keeping up his spirits. She 
agreed that he had done the right thing by ignoring the Emperor 


365 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


and going ahead with the secret marriages. Saint Valentine had 
fallen in love with her and on the day he was to die, he left his 
little friend a note thanking her for her friendship and loyalty. He 
signed it, “Love from your Valentine” 


Saint Valentine died on February 14, 269 A.D. Since then, every 
year people from all over the world commemorate this day as 
“Valentine’s Day”. At that time it was the custom in Rome, a very 
ancient custom, indeed, to celebrate in the month of February 
the Lupercalia, feasts in honor of a heathen god. On these occa- 
sions, amidst a variety of pagan ceremonies, the names of young 
women were placed in a box, from which they were drawn by the 


men as chance directed. 


On the eve of the festival of Lupercalia, the names of Roman girls 
were written on slips of paper and placed into jars. Each young 
man would draw a girl's name from the jar and would then be 
partners for the duration of the festival with the girl whom he 
chose. Sometimes the pairing of the children lasted an entire 
year, and often, they would fall in love and would later marry. 

It has been believed that the custom of exchanging love notes had 
started on Valentine's Day. 


Valentine Traditions 

Hundreds of years ago in England, many children dressed up 
as adults on Valentines Day. They went singing from home to 
home. One verse they sang was: 

Good morning to you, valentine; 

Curl your locks as I do mine --- 

Two before and three behind. 

Good morning to you, valentine. 
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In Wales, wooden love spoons were carved and given as gifts on 
February 14th. Hearts, keys and keyholes were favourite deco- 
rations on the spoons. The decoration meant, “You unlock my 
heart!” 


In the Middle Ages, young men and women drew names from 
a bowl to see who their valentines would be. They would wear 
these names on their sleeves for one week. Wearing the heart on 
the sleeve made it is easy for other people to know how they were 
feeling. In some countries, a young woman may receive a gift of 
clothing from a young man. If she kept the gift, it meant that she 
would marry him. 


From the history of Valentine’s Day, we acknowledge that Val- 
entine is not just a name of a holiday. In fact, Valentine was a 
man whom the Christians believe to be a saint. Moreover, the 
history of Valentine is based on Shirk. In addition to this, the 
actions committed by the young boys and girls, were purely the 
acts of fornication. 


Islam is a religion of peace, love and unity. In Islam, there is no 
special day to express gratitude and love. In fact, everyday is a 
day to express love to one’s wife, children, parents, elders etc. Is- 
lam has ordered us to be kind and just with our family members 
and close ones to the extent that even animals deserve love and 
affection. A beautiful Hadith of Rasullullah Sallallahu Alaihi Wa 
Sallam explains that Allah Subhanahu Wa Taala had forgiven an 
immoral and a prostitute woman due to her kindness towards a 
thirsty dog. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


“There was a dog who was circling a well. Thirst had nearly killed 
him when a prostitute from amongst the prostitutes of Bani Is- 
raeel had seen him. She removed her shoes and quenched the 


dog. Thereupon, she was forgiven due this action of hers.” 
(Sahih Al-Bukhari 4/173) 


We should show love to our loved ones everyday of our lives. Our 
love should not be confined to a particular date such as the 14th 
of February. A person receives tremendous amount of reward 
simply by placing a morsel in the mouth of one’s wife. Imagine 
the reward for other good deeds. The Hadith mentions: 

“And you spend not upon your family seeking the pleasure of 
Allah but that you are rewarded for it to the extent of placing a 
morsel in the mouth of your wife.” 


(Sahih Al-Bukhari 5/178) 


However, due to the fact that the foundation of celebrating Val- 
entine’s Day is based on kufr and shirk, such a celebration is 
Haram and prohibited in Islam. 


http://wwwhistory.com/topics/valentines- day 
http://www pictureframes.co.uk/pages/saint_valentine.htm 
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Rose GOLD JEWELRY FOR MEN 


: I saw this watch online and instantly I fell in love with 

it. Is this watch permissible to wear in Islam for Muslim 
men?http://www.amazon.com/Dolce-Gabbana-DW0778-Cha- 
monix-Bracelet/dp/BOOSOLIRHI/ref=pd_sbs_watch_1 
A: Rose gold jewelry is a mixture of yellow gold with copper. All 
gold jewelry is a mixture of pure gold with either copper or silver 
colored alloys. Rose gold has more copper colored alloys, thus 
creating a pinkish hue to the gold. 


Depending on the amount of copper used, the color of rose gold 
jewelry can bea very light and subtle pink to a more deep reddish 
hue. Rose gold jewelry comes in 9K, 14K, and 18K gold. It has as 
much pure gold in it as the more commonly known yellow gold. 
In principle, wearing a watch containing gold or silver is not per- 
mitted if the gold or silver touches the body. Also the main part 
of the watch from which the watch is benefitted must not include 
gold or silver. We have seen the watch referred to in the query. 
The gold or silver around the band will touch the hand when 
wearing the watch. Furthermore, the watch has polished rose- 
gold-tone hands. The hands of a watch are the main instruments 
in displaying the time. Hence the wearing of the watch in refer- 
ence is impermissible. 


Note that this ruling is applicable only if the content of gold in 
the rose-gold is equivalent to or more than the content of copper. 
If the content of copper is more than the gold, then this is not 
pure gold. Hence, if the rose-gold is 9K, then the referenced 
watch is permissible to wear. 


Contemporary Fatawa Vol 1 


http://rosegoldjewelry.org/rose- gold-jewelry/what-is-rose-gold (Dec. 25, 2011) 
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WEARING A GOLD WATCH FOR MEN 


: [have a gold strap Rolex watch. I was informed that if the 

weight of the gold is less than the total weight of the watch 
by more than 50% then it’s permissible to wear. Now a days in 
many items there is gold content, e.g., pen, mobile phone, belts 
and sun glasses.For example, the weight of watch is 100 grams 
and 18 carat gold is just 10 grams. Hence using it should be fine. 


A : Gold items are of two types: 
l. Dominant ingredient of the product is gold, e.g., 12 


carats, 18 carats and 24 carats. 


2. Dominant ingredient of the product is not gold, e.g., 9 car- 
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Category 1: using such item is permissible with conditions: 
1. Gold should not be touched while in use. 
2. The main feature of the item should not be gold. 


Category 2: The jurists are unanimous of the permissibility. 
Hence, the watch in reference is impermissible to wear. 
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Houses National and International students who are 
rigorously trained to become Muftis. 


° Caters for answering Fatawa by phone, fax, and 
email. 

° Provides expert Shariah Compliant Banking 
and financial advice to major corporations and 
businesses. 

° Offers mediation and arbitration for marital, 


financial, and commercial disputes. 


° Helps draw up wills and provides estate distri 
bution certificates. 


. Has a daily email service called BEEP 
(Business Educational Empowerment Pro 
gram) 

° Circulates a bimonthly publication called Al 
Mahmood 
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° Holds regular Tazkiyyah and Dhikr Majlis. 


THE DARUL IFT: 
/ 
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The Darul Iftaa is based in the heart of Durban, the 
unique coastal holiday destination of South Africa. 


The Darul Iftaa offers specialist courses for post gradu- 
ates (Ulama) in: 


Jurisprudence & Islamic Verdicts 
Tafseer & Qur’anic Sciences 
Hadith Sciences 


The focus of the Darul Iftaa is to instil academic confi- 
dence in its students and sense the superiority of Di- 
vine knowledge in witnessing the practical application 
of their knowledge in the various activities of the Darul 
Iftaa- general counselling in all aspects of life, Islamic 
Finance in theory and practice, commercial mediations 
and arbitrations. 


Understand the diversity of the Ummah and its chal- 
lenge through Fatawa from over 100 countries around 
the world. 


Create a concern in the individual to serve the Ummah 
with Allah consciousness. 


SERVICES 


OF THE DARUL FT 


1. Adding Islamic Value to Business Houses 
Alhamdulillah, in the last decade there has been a great inter- 
est generated around Shariah Compliancy in business. In the 
past Deeni concern was confined to issues of ibadaat like Salah, 
Zakat, Haj, Tasawuf etc. Now, it is an emerging trend for peo- 
ple to enquire about the application of the Shari'ah to business 
related issues. This is so because people have been reminded of 
the Hadith that when one stands before Allah Taala on the day 
of judgement, one will be asked: 


From where did he earn his income and where did he spend it 


This Hadith is sufficient to stir a person into correcting his busi- 
ness practices. It is not only about buying the bread and milk, 
but also about how you buy. The item being Halaal is important, 
but so too is the procedure of the transaction, which itself could 
determine something being Halaal or Haraam. 


A popular concern of today’s Muslim Businessman is: “Is there 
any Alim or Mufti to whom I can have individual access to dis- 
cuss my business issues in confidence?” Within such a project, 
the Mufti will be in a position to analyse the individual business 
needs and advise accordingly. In this way, mechanisms could 
be engineered to overcome unislamic practices. We hope that 

if this is undertaken, over a few sessions the business will get 
closer to Shariah Compliancy. 


Deen is found in the Masjids, Madrasahs and to some extent in 
homes. Imagine this Deen to come into our businesses! 


Alhamdulillah, Hadhrat Mufti Ebrahim Desai Saheb has agreed 
to make himself available to provide such a service. Due to such 
interaction being involved and time-consuming, prior appoint- 
ment should be made for this service. Each meeting will be 
designed around the personal needs of the particular Muslim 
Businessman. 


2. Investment Products 

The public constantly ask where they may invest their funds for 
a Halaal income. Most of the products presently available do not 
meet the requirements of the Shari'ah. This has created despond- 
ency amongst the middle and lower income bracket. Where does 
a widow invest her R5000? How does a poor person aspiring 
for Hajj save and earn on his savings to undertake the journey? 


InshaAllah the Darul Iftaa will be focussing on engineering 
Shariah Compliant products to cater for all levels of society. 

The Darul Iftaa is currently consulting with various Internation- 
al Investment Companies and Financial Institutions in setting 
up Shariah Compliant products. You can view our Islamic 
Finance Page on our website for more information. 


3. Commercial Mediation and Arbitrations 

Alhamdulillah, Hadhrat Mufti Saheb has successfully arbitrated 
and mediated many commercial disputes. This is done with the 
assistance of professional Accountants and Lawyers. Arbitration 
awards are enforceable via the secular courts. InshaAllah this 
service will continue and thus saving the businessmen costly lit- 
igation fees. More importantly, the decisions are based on the 


Shariah. 
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4. Businessman Data 

The Darul Iftaa keeps an eye on the developments in the Eco- 
nomic and Financial Sector and inform the public about the 
Islamic overview. For this we keep a database of local and for- 
eign businessmen. An email newsletter updates you about the 
different Shar’i solutions. To take full benefit of this businessman 
data, you may email the Darul Iftaa at: admin@daruliftaa.net. 


5. Websites of the Darul Iftaa 


Askimam.org: Is one of the largest Fatwa Resources on the in- 
ternet. Currently the website is being serviced by the students of 
Hadhrat Mufti Saheb. 


Tasawwuf.daralmahmood.org: A website dedicated to spiritual 


reformation under the auspices and supervision of Hadhrat 
Mufti Ebrahim Desai Sahib. 


Daruliftaa.net: The official website of the Darul Iftaa. This web- 
site offers a range of services including Articles, Newsletters, 
books, and Educational resources in the fields of Islamic Busi- 
ness and Finance, as well as Figh and Dawah material. 


Idealwoman.org: Designed by women for the women- “The 
Ideal Woman’ is home for women from the four corners of the 
world. This website is operating under the esteemed personality 
of Shaykh Mufti Ebrahim Desai Sahib. The site is managed and 
administered by females only. The Idealwoman.org website is 
designed to reach out to Muslim and non-Muslim women all 
over the world. The aim is to heighten the viewer's appreciation 
of the glory of Islam and to enrich their knowledge of Islam. 


379 


6. Training 

Hadhrat Mufti Saheb is renowned for his rigorous training, 
especially in view of his academic astuteness and knowledge of 
international demands. The Darul Iftaa houses between 10-15 
students, from both SA and abroad. Students shall have to fulfil 
a rigorous selection process to qualify for enrolment. 


7. General Issues 

People consult with a Mufti according to their individual need, 
which varies from person to person. Hadhrat Mufti Saheb has 
always made himself available for any Deeni queries, as well 

as social matters and marital issues. Hadhrat Mufti Saheb will 
continue to dedicate his time to help out the public through the 
Darul Iftaa. The public are welcome to contact Mufti Saheb in 
order to take advantage of his dedicated commitment to serve 
the public. 


Mufti Saheb has been teaching Bukhari Sharif for the past 
18 years and he currently teaches Hadeeth at Darul Uloom 
Nu'maniyhah, Chatsworth Durban. 


May Allah Taala crown all the efforts of the Darul Iftaa with suc- 
cess, and cause it to be a means of earning His pleasure. Aameen! 


Po is 
‘TRaTION\”? 


WWW.DARULIFTAA.NET 


